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God is in the midst of His creation, is He not? We are here to give God an hallelujah. And one of
the things that we've been doing all weekend is we've been looking at who God is. What are His
attributes? And today, as Glenn has already mentioned in his prayer, God is a God of grace,
God is a God of mercy, and God is a God of compassion.

This morning, what | would like to do is take you through Scripture, because we know that God
is also a God of truth and that His Word is true. And so it is through Scripture that we learn more
about what it looks like to have a God of compassion. And so I'm going to look at a number of
passages this morning. I'm going to begin with Lamentations 3. We're going to begin in the Old
Testament. We'll take some passages there in which we see how God's heart is moved for His
people.

Lamentations 3:18-28

8 So | say, “My splendor is gone and all that | had hoped from the Lorp.” ' | remember my
affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. % | well remember them, and my soul
is downcast within me. #' Yet this | call to mind and therefore | have hope: 2 Because of the
Lorp’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.

Z They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ?*| say to myself, “The Lorp is my
portion; therefore | will wait for him.” ?° The Lorp is good to those whose hope is in him, to the
one who seeks him; % jt is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lorp. ? It is good for a
man to bear the yoke while he is young. %8 Let him sit alone in silence, for the Lorp has laid it
on him.

This is the Word of the Lord.

When we look at the Word of the Lord, we often read through things, but we need to pause. We
need to pause and see what God is saying in that. It says, “? Because of the Lorp’s great love
we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.” Let's look at the word compassion for
just a moment.



Because for some of us, we hear words that come through all the time, and we kind of put them
all together. For example, we can say, “I have pity on a person,” or “I have sympathy for a
person,” or “I share empathy,” or “we show compassion.” And what does it mean when we go
through each of these words?

When we talk about pity, it's simply that we acknowledge that, “You are suffering.” We don't do
anything about it. We don't share concerns about it. We just acknowledge that it's there. When
we have sympathy, we understand a little bit, “We notice your pain, we care that you are
suffering,” but we kind of leave it at that. It's all, “I'm sorry that you're suffering,” and then | go on
my way.

When we have empathy, we understand and we feel their pain. We share with them that they
are suffering, and we take on some of the feelings with them and we walk that journey with them
and we are there as they are going through the pain.

But when we have compassion, we not only understand and feel the pain, we are not only
there with them, but compassion is something in which we desire to heal the pain or to restore
what is wrong, to take their situation and make it better.

So sympathy can be that “/ understand.” Empathy is, I feel with you.” And compassion is, “How
can | relieve your pain? How can I relieve your suffering?”

And when we say that God is a God of compassion, and God is a God who sees us in our
suffering, God is a God who sees us in our sin and our sorrow and our pain. And He doesn't just
say, “Oh, I'm sorry, you guys aren't feeling very good. I'm sorry, you guys have kind of walked
away. Well, you know, sometimes that's the way it goes.”

God in His compassion, which is new every morning, He comes to us each day and says, “/
don't only want to walk with you, but | want to show you how you can be healed. | want to show
you that in me, in God there is healing.”

Exodus 34:6, says, ® “The Lorb, the Lorp, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in love and faithfulness... “ God's compassion, His love, His faithfulness doesn't
change.

Because in Exodus 34, the people of God had just built a golden calf after God had given
Moses the ten Commandments. And Moses came down and shattered them. And he's like,
“God, if these people... How about?... “ And God's like, “Just stand back. Let me destroy him.”
Moses is like, “No, no. Can't do that.” And that is when we read that God is compassionate. He's
slow to anger. He's faithful. He's faithful in all He does.

In 2 Kings 13:23, it says, “?® But the Lorp was gracious to them and had compassion and
showed concern for them because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” And
therefore he was not willing to destroy him.



God's compassion goes way beyond our sin. God's compassion leads us to a place in which
even when we rebel, as the kings of Israel and Judah have been doing, God says, “Because /
have made a covenant with you, because | have promised to be your God, I will continue to be
faithful. And not only will | continue to be faithful, but I will continue to interact in a way in which
you are healed.”

And God is faithful. He does as He promises and He leads in compassion.

In fact, the Hebrew word for compassion is often translated as mercies. And mercy is this idea
that we do not get what we deserve. And compassion works that same way. A person may be
doing something which leads them down a path in which you say, “If you just follow that, you
know it's not a good end.” And compassion says, “Even though you don't deserve this, | will
come with you and we will make this well.”

In fact, in Psalm 51 it says, “' Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.” Some translations say, “’ Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love, according to your great mercies, blot out
my sins.”

And so we are reminded that this compassionate God, we don't deserve His compassion. But
God, in His love, continues to give it to us day by day. God in His love says, “I have formed you
and made you, and therefore | have compassion on you.”

In Psalm 103, the Psalmist realizes that. And he says, “1 Praise the Lorop, my soul; all my inmost
being, praise his holy name. 2 Praise the Lorp, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—> who
forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, * who redeems your life from the pit and
crowns you with love and compassion, ° who satisfies your desires with good things so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”

God is a God of compassion who comes to us even in our sins. And we need to remember that.

As I've been preparing for this, | have asked myself that question. I've often thanked God for
forgiving my sins. | thank God for His grace and His mercy. But have | taken time to thank God
for His compassion, that His soul is moved to seek out my hurt and to be with me.

Psalm 119 says, “/" Let your compassion come to me that | may live, for your law is my delight.
156 Your compassion, Lorb, is great; preserve my life according to your laws.”

And when [ think about that, we have the Scriptures, and in Psalm 119 it is all about the delight
of God's Word, because we know that in God's Word we have truth. And we see the truth of
God's compassion, and we see it demonstrated when Jesus came and He demonstrated
compassion.

For in Matthew 9:36, it says, “* When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” When He saw the
crowds, He had compassion.



Actually, within the Greek, it is much more dramatic than, “He had compassion.” It was, “He was
moved.” And when it's used in that form, it is a guttural reaction. It is a reaction that within the
deep gut of God, in the deep gut of Jesus, He hurt for the people.

Have you ever had it where you feel sick for somebody else? You're fine, but just watching them
go through it, you feel just sick. And God says that when He says, in Matthew 9, “When he saw
the crowds, he was moved.” He felt sick because He realized that these people were not in a
place where they knew Him.

He realized that they were being harassed and helpless like someone without a shepherd. They
needed a shepherd because sheep wander, sheep get lost unless the shepherd leads them.
And Jesus realized that we too need to be led.

In Matthew 14, it says, " When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on
them and healed their sick.”

This aspect of healing is part of God's compassion. He has a genuine care for when we are ill.
He has genuine care not only for our physical pain, but also for our spiritual pain. And so He has
that compassion for us.

In Matthew 15... “®? Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these
people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. | do not want to
send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.” So Jesus feeds them.

Jesus doesn't just say, “Well, these poor people are hungry.” Jesus provides a meal for them.
He takes care of not only our physical needs, but also our spiritual needs. Compassion can be
said that it is the authentic love that is given to us by God. It is where He loves us where we are.

Timothy Keller said, “You are more sinful than you ever thought you were, but you are also
more loved than you ever dreamed you could be.” And you are loved by God in that way.

And so the apostle Paul, as he was talking and writing, in Philippians 2, he says this...
Philippians 2:1-11

“1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ?then make my
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. *
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, # not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

%In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: ¢ Who, being in
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage; " rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross!



% Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, "°that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, " and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

Amen.

This is something which we need to remember. And if we are to have the mind of Christ, we are
to also look at what it means to be compassionate.

Ephesians 4:32 says, “*? Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ God forgave you.”

Glenn shared that in his prayer that compassion includes forgiveness. And forgiveness is not
always easy. Forgiveness does not negate the consequences or the hurt. But forgiveness allows
yourself to be free in Christ and no longer hold on to that bitterness that doesn't belong to you
because Christ has taken it.

Colossians 3 says this, “/? Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”

Compassion, as we saw in both of these passages in Colossians 3 and in Philippians 2 it talks
about humility. Compassion takes humility. It takes being able to look beyond ourselves to the
other person. What does the other person need? Can | put their needs before mine?

And then in first Peter 3 it says, @ Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one
another, be compassionate and humble.” Be compassionate and humble. The two go together.

And so then we look at this part as we have been forgiven. In the Lord's Prayer it says that we
are to forgive others.

In 2 Corinthians 1:3, it says, “® Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort... “When we receive compassion from God,
we also receive His comfort because we know that He is walking with us.

And again, interestingly enough, even in Greek, this word compassion includes this aspect of
mercy, compassion that we don't normally deserve, but compassion that we are given.

And then the question is, “Do I hesitate to be compassionate? Do | hesitate to see the needs of
others, especially when they are going a way in which we know that it's not good? Can | be
compassionate?”

Because in 2 Corinthians 1:4, the verse right after it says, “.. *who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from
God.”



Compassion takes allowing the Holy Spirit to work within you to see the hearts of others.
Compassion breaks all barriers of race, class, ethnic status, because Christ broke all those
barriers to save us. And the question is, can we do the same?

And when we think about compassion, we often think about pain. But do we think about
compassion in the sense of spiritual needs?

If we are really looking at our neighbors and we see them as people who don't know the Lord,
what is the most compassionate thing that we can do? May | suggest the most compassionate
thing we can do is to walk with them, but to share the Gospel as well?

Because the greatest need that we all have is to be saved. And it is only through the gospel that
we are saved in the blood and death and resurrection of Christ. And to not share that with our
neighbor, maybe that's the most uncompassionate thing that we can do.

And if we are to be compassionate, then we are to share God with our neighbors.
Join me in prayer.

Dear Lord, we thank You for who You are. Lord, we thank You that You, as the God of
compassion, deeply seal our pain and that it has moved You to giving up Your son, that we may
have life in You.

And Lord, we pray that the Holy Spirit may work in us, that we too may have that compassion for
those around us. And to You be all the glory. Amen.



