Sunday September 4, 2022
Speaker: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: Philippians 1:1-11, 27-30
Sermon: Partnering with the Gospel
Good morning, everyone. What a great day to get together and to celebrate and as Mike has
just prayed, this weekend is kind of a weekend of transition for many of us. Mike prayed for the
students who are going into highschool and university. I think we also need to pray for the
students who are going into kindergarten.
Those first days of kindergarten are exhausting. For the moms and dads of the kids who are first
going into kindergarten, that's pretty traumatic too, right? I mean, the kid goes to kindergarten
and says, "You know, Mom, I think I can do this on my own," and they're hiding tears. And
Mom's going, "I think she can do it on their own." [P. John wails out imitating mom's reaction to
their kid going to kindergarten.] They're grown up all of a sudden.
So today, we get to celebrate because we are getting together to talk about partnership in the
Gospel and being together in the Gospel. We are beginning a series at Living Hope in the book
of Philippians and so I encourage you to open up your Bibles and turn to Philippians 1:1-11 and
then we're going to skip over to Philippians 1:27-30.
Philippians 1:1-11
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving and Prayer
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray
with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8
God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
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9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to
the glory and praise of God.
And now we're going to jump up to verse 27…
Philippians 1:27-30
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand
firm in the one Spirit,[a] striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being
frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be
destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on
behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.
Please join me in prayer.
Dear Lord, we come to you this morning as your people, as a people of the Peterborough region
and Lord, as your people who are gathered online from all over the world. Lord, we come to you
this morning to hear Your Word. Lord, we thank You that Your Word is eternal and that your
Word speaks today as it spoke back then. Lord, we pray that you will open our hearts and open
our ears. That we hear your Word. Lord, I pray that the words that are spoken today may only
be your words and that nothing from me may be said but that you may speak your Word. In
Jesus' name. Amen.
They have labeled the book of Philippians as a book of joy. And it is. You will see that the
concept of joy comes out throughout all of Philippians, and this joy that comes out is not just a
joy which is there for the good times. It is also, as we have already read, in suffering.
So Paul, as he writes this letter to the Philippians, he's saying, "There is joy in life, whether it is
good or whether it is difficult. But the joy comes through a partnership, through a community of
believers who, first of all have a partnership with God and then have a partnership with each
other. We see that throughout the passage today. As we look at this, I want you to keep
reminding yourself, and I will remind you as well, but be really reminded all the time of this
concept of partnership.
Now I need to explain a little bit more about partnership. Partnership, as we read it in verse five.
It says, "5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now," the word for
partnership which is used there is the word Koinonia. I can tell that some of you went, "Oh, I
recognize that word." Koinonia gives suddenly a different feel to it than just partnership, doesn't
it? Partnership often refers to a business type of thing, right? We've got a partnership and a
business and we do business together. But Koinonia is fellowship. It's doing life together.
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It's that communion with each other. So when you think today of being in partnership, think of
the word Koinonia. And then think of, in communion, in fellowship. First with Christ and being in
fellowship with Christ. Then it's communion and fellowship with each other and working together
out of a love for Christ.
We'll see in today's passage, as I said, how that is played out. In fact it starts in the very first
verse, Paul and Timothy. This is one of the few letters which is probably written solely by Paul. It
begins with a joint mention of authorship. You'll also notice that the joint measure of authorship
is followed by the term, "Servants of Jesus Christ." Often Paul, in his letters, will say, "This is
greetings from Paul, an apostle of Christ." Right?
There is this sense that Paul has to say to the people, "I have authority to give you this
information." But the church of Philippi is different because Paul has been very close to the
church at Philippi. He spent time in the church of Philippi. That was a very close Koinonia for
Paul. When he begins, he doesn't have to say, "By the way, you should kind of pay attention to
what I'm saying because I'm an Apostle. Paul begins with, "There’s me, there’s Timothy, there’s
us." Let's talk about this. Let's look at this.
We can see his closeness in Philippians 1:3&4 where he says, 3 I thank my God every time I
remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you…” You can see that Paul has a close
relationship with the Philippians. There is Koinonia within this place. Paul is saying, "This is a
model of how we do life together as believers." There is Koinonia, there is fellowship with God.
There is fellowship with each other.
Now I need to back up to the end of verse one where it says, 1 “... To all God’s holy people… “
This is twice now that Paul has used the word "all." 1 To all God’s holy people." I pray for all of
you. We all have a part within the church. We all have a role in which we have been called to
participate in the church. We all are part of this fellowship. This Koinonia.
It's important for us to remember that each of us is called by God. So we have that fellowship
with God and we have the fellowship with each other. But Paul also says, "holy people." I'll
admit, sometimes I don't feel quite so holy. You know, those times when you're walking and
you're seeing somebody and you're thinking, "I should really go say hi to them, but I don't feel
like it right now so I'm just gonna kind of walk over this way and pretend I didn't see them."
Right? Or you're doing something downtown and you're thinking, "Oh, I should really help that
person a moment but I'm kind of busy." So we'll just go on.
By ourselves, it's easier to not live in holiness. But in fellowship, it is easier to hold each other
accountable and to live in that state of holiness. Now, we have to clarify, what does it mean to
be holy? Right? We say God is holy. And God says in Leviticus, "I am holy and therefore I call
you to be holy." But holiness is not perfection. Holiness is not the aspect of, "Have no sin," even
though God has no sin. Holiness is to be set apart for Christ. Then all we do is set ourselves
apart for Christ.
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So, Paul is saying here, "Each of you." And you could put your name in that spot. So Paul, when
he says, "To all God's holy people," he could be saying, "To you." He could be saying, "To Your
Name Here , one of God's holy people. Because we are all called to that space.
Then he talks about this idea of partnership. Now with partnership, there is Koinonia. There are
good times and there are bad times. Paul talks in verse 29&30, "29 For it has been granted to
you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are
going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.
So we talked about joy as a Christian. And there are many people who get this idea of, "Well, if
you're supposed to be a Christian, you're supposed to be happy all the time. That's not joy.
There are times of suffering as a Christian but those times of suffering as a Christian, when we
have other Christians with us, it is much easier to walk through those journeys.
Matthew Henry says this, “We must thank our God for others' graces and comforts and gifts and
usefulness as we may receive benefit from them. And God receives glory from them.” But we
also need to add, “We also need to mourn with and to walk with other people in their suffering.”
So this Koinonia feeling is this whole aspect of, "How do we do life together?" Then we come
back to this partnership in verse six. It says, "6 being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
This good work that Paul's talking about is this aspect of salvation. God has called us and saved
us. And we know the term, "sanctification," which is this process of becoming more like Christ, is
a lifelong journey. But we also know this, that God is not going to let go of us, that God is going
to continue to hold us, and to carry us, and to mold us, and to shape us into His person that he
has created us to be all through our lives. Paul says that confidence helps you - first of all, with
your relationship with Christ, and remaining in fellowship with Him - but it also helps you
encourage people around you to say, "Hang in there. God's got this. Don't give up."
Know that God has this in store for you as well and he will bring it to completion. This is not only
just our salvation, this is for all the things that God has called us to do through Him and that God
does through us, for others. The good works which we do for each other are also to honor God.
Then jump down to verse nine a moment. It says, "9 And this is my prayer: that your love may
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.
So how do we increase our Koinonia? It can't just be, "Okay, I'm going to will myself to do this."
There is an aspect of love which has to be the basis of this piece. In verse nine it says, "... that
your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight."
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How many of you have a hobby? Raise your hand. Okay. How many of you started this hobby
because you kind of had an interest in whatever it was. Right? I think most of us, it's kind of like,
"Hey, this is kind of fascinating." Right? How many of you have incredibly more information and
knowledge of it now than you did before? I would think we probably all do, right? When you
begin to do something you go, "You know what? This fascinates me. I want to know more about
this." Then you begin to study it so that you get to know more about it. And you look into it and
you go, "Oh." Then you find there's a second piece to it and you go, "Oh, I should check this
out." Right?
Then you kind of find out that you're collecting something and you go, "Oh, there's various types
of these. Now I gotta figure out all the different types of these." Then you go through and you
study, and you study, and pretty soon you start having conversations with other people who
collect the same things. And you're like, "Oh, yeah, did you hear about this?" Now there are
conferences for people who collect the same things. And you're like, "Oh, yes, there's one in
Toronto. I'm going to go." And five years from now you go, "There's one in Vancouver. I think I'm
going to plan my vacation so that I go to this thing out in Vancouver, so I'm gonna be part of this.
It just keeps growing.
Paul is saying, "That's what his prayer is, for the love of God." You begin with this aspect of
understanding who God is but after a while you go, "Oh, there is so much more there. I want to
know more. I want to grow in knowledge. I want to know more about God and I want to know
more about what he is doing." As that love grows, there is this desire to know more and more as
well.
And here's the beautiful part about it. Remember, the greatest commandment is to love God and
love others as yourself? The same works with Koinonia. The same works with fellowship. As
you get to know people and you get to know them in a deeper way, your love grows for them as
well. And then that desire to partner with them also continues to grow. And you see how God
continues to work. That fellowship just becomes stronger and stronger all the time.
But here's the other part of it. I'm jumping all around but they all fit together. Really. Now I want
to go back to verse seven, where it says, "7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you,
since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the
gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.” Defending.
Here's that word "apologia."
Some of us, when we think of apologia, we right away think of apology. And we think, "Well, an
apology is kind of like when you say that you're sorry for something. But that's not the root word
of apologia. Apologia was actually used in the court system as a defense. So when a person
was accused of something, they would give an apologia. They would give a defense for their
belief. So when we talk about being in depth of knowledge and wisdom, it is so that when
people ask you about it, you can say, "Here's what it is."
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And notice Paul uses the concept of defending and confirming together. It is not a defensive
defending. It is an explanation which confirms your faith. It is also an explanation which then can
build up the body of Christ and for those of us who are around, that we can share and we can
join together, and we can continue to build each other up. And so as we work together, as we
grow in our own love for God, as we grow in our fellowship with each other, we can continue to
bless each other as well.
This bit about being together and defending our faith together is very important. There are times
within the church in which we do that. There are times throughout church history in which
statements have been said in which we say, "This is what it means to be unified as the body of
Christ." I want to give you a bit of an illustration on that.
I've got a cord here. The gray cord is God and the blue cord is me. I take my fellowship with
God and I twist it around and continue to twist, then you end up with a stronger cord. Right?
This aspect of communion.

Paul is saying that communion is not just with God, but it is with other people as well.
Ecclesiastes has a verse in it which says, "A cord of three strands is not easily broken." And so
if we were to braid ourselves here a moment, but this first part here you can see that you've got
a cord here and that is stronger again. Right?
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But I want you to notice a side product which happens. You will notice that this section is also
slightly braided.

When God works through you in the fellowship of others, it is not all up to you. God, in His
working, will also strengthen not only you but other people. We can be blessed by being
together and working together.
One of the ways in which we have done this throughout the history of the church has been
through stating creeds together - statements of belief in which we say, "This is what I believe."
One of those creeds is the Apostles' Creed. I would like to ask you right now to rise and to join
me as part of the body of Christ and say together the Apostles' Creed.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
You may be seated. This piece of Koinonia involves being unified in what we believe, but it also
involves working together.
Tomorrow is Labor Day. Does anybody know how Labor Day began? I had to look it up. It began
actually a number of years ago when those who were in the trades felt that they were not being
well respected. And so there became a day in which it was to honor everybody who was
working - mostly the people in the trades - because they needed to honor them. So they would
have celebrations on Labor Day, which included parades, and then the parades they would have
all the trades people walking along to celebrate the trades.
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I don't know if any parades are happening tomorrow for Labor Day. It's now become kind of a
day in which it's like, "Hey, a long weekend. I don't have to work. Great. For some of us, it's like,
"Oh, no, it's the end of summer and school begins." For some of us, "It's the end of summer and
school begins. Yay!" But Labor Day has changed a lot.
But I want to go back to that beginning piece. A day to celebrate the labor which we do. When
God created Adam and Eve, He created them to labor, to take care of the earth, to work. But
that's physical labor. There is also spiritual labor, which we are all called to do. And maybe
tomorrow when you think about Labor Day and you think about - for those of you who are
working - here's my occupation. For some of you, you might be retired and you might think, "I'm
glad I don't have to do my occupation anymore." But I want you to think tomorrow about what it
means to labor for Christ?
In Philippians, chapter one, Paul says that, "I celebrate your partnership [your Koinonia] in the
Gospel." What are you called to do to bring fellowship, to bring work into that gospel. What has
God called or nudged you to be thinking about in a place in which you are being called to serve,
or to pray, or to be part of a praise team, or to be part of a pastor search team for Cephas, or
maybe counselor for Gems or Cadets, or to volunteer in children's ministries. Or to be part of a
Bible group. To grow your faith and to help the faith of others. Where is God saying, "I invite you
into this Koinonia, this partnership of the gospel."

If this is you, you are all by yourself. You've got some strength there.

If you hang on to just you and God, you've got some strength there.
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But if you partner with the Church of Christ and with others, as it says in Ecclesiastes, that cord
will not be broken.

And as we read earlier, God began a good work... and you will bring it to completion in the day
of Christ.

Next week at Living Hope, we are having a ministry fair after church. This week, think about
what this new season will look like. For members of Cephas and for those of us who are
watching online this week, think about where it is that God is calling you to join in fellowship, to
join in Koinonia in partnership with other believers for the sake of the gospel. There are good
things and great times to be had. There are difficult times. There is the challenge of giving up
some of our own desires, some of our own time. But the benefit of it will far outweigh it. And
God will be glorified. And God will keep you and God will care for you in those places.
Let's pray. Dear Lord, we thank You that You are a God who asks us and longs for us to join in
fellowship with You and each other. Lord, thank You that You give us the opportunity to be part
of your gospel work within the world. Lord, thank You that You also give us the strength and the
courage to do that. And that you have promised that you will be with us throughout all of that.
Lord, as we go into this next season of church, we pray that you will guide us in where you are
calling us to partner, to being Koinonia with other believers, and with You. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza

Perry
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