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Good morning! It is good to continue this morning in the book of Genesis. And you may have

noticed Genesis has changed. We are now into a new section of the book. We have been going
through Genesis for quite a while. And it started with creation and then the fall of man, and then
a number of people, and some of you are going, “It changed. | don't remember any difference.”

As we go through Genesis and we hear the stories about what God is doing, when we go back
to Genesis, when God created the world, and then God watched as Adam and Eve rebelled,
God gave them a promise that He would not let them go, but that out of Eve there would be a
seed and a descendant who would save the world. And we've seen that process come along.

And now we come to after the call of Abraham, and we've had Isaac, and now we've had Jacob.
And now we get to this last story, this last significant story of what God is doing, and it involves
Joseph. And so today we're going to look at Genesis 37, and we're going to see the beginning
of this story of Joseph, the son of Rachel, Jacob's beloved wife.

And we will see what happens with this favored son. Genesis 37...

Joseph’s Dreams

" Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the account
of Jacob’s family line.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. * When his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.



% Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. ° He said
to them, “Listen to this dream | had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and
bowed down to it.”

8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they
hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. °® Then he had another
dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the
sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

19 \When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this
dream you had? Will your mother and | and your brothers actually come and bow down to the
ground before you?” ' His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

Joseph Sold by His Brothers

2 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, * and Israel said to
Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, | am going to
send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied. * So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with
your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the
Valley of Hebron.

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, '° a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked
him, “What are you looking for?” ' He replied, “I'm looking for my brothers. Can you tell me
where they are grazing their flocks?” '” “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “|
heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.”

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. ' But they saw him in the
distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. " “Here comes that dreamer!”
they said to each other. 2° “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and
say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he
said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a
hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. # So
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing— ?* and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was
no water in it.

% As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way
to take them down to Egypt. ?® Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we Kill our brother
and cover up his blood? #” Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him;
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.



2 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern
and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 2° When
Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. *° He
went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?”

31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 3 They
took the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is
your son’s robe.” 3 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has
devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

¥ Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 3 All his
sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will
continue to mourn until | join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him. *¢ Meanwhile, the
Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

This is the Word of the Lord. Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You for Your Word. We thank You, Lord, that Your Word tells us how You
rule over our lives. And Lord, we thank You that Your Word tells us also how to follow You. So,
Lord, as we listen, we pray, Lord, that You will open our ears and our hearts and that we may

hear You and Your love for us. In Jesus' name. Amen.

So what do we know about God? [Asking congregation] Hold on, we just said this about 12
times. What do we know about God? Okay, remember that, because that's important in this
story. And how soon we forget, how soon we say things and we just kind of move on. But do we
live out of that?

So we are looking at this story of Joseph. And Joseph could tell us many different things. And
maybe you have heard plenty of sermons on Joseph and his coat. You know, in fact, Andrew
Lloyd Webber made a musical, Joseph and the Multicolored Dream Coat. We don't know
whether it was actually multicolored or not. That's just another thing in the NIV. It talks about it
being ornate. The thing that they know about it is that it had long sleeves.

And the unique thing about a long-sleeved coat is that a long-sleeved coat was only worn by
people in authority. So by Jacob giving Joseph a long-sleeved coat in front of his brothers, he
simply told his brothers, “‘Joseph already has authority over you. And Joseph will take over.”

Which is good to know when you think about the dreams coming up.

So what are some things that we could learn from the story about favoritism, right? We could
learn about (maybe) what not to do. As we watch how Jacob kind of looked at Joseph and
treated him far better than the other brothers. And you think about how Joseph was treated and
how, at the end, Joseph was mourned for in a way in which he didn't even want to be consoled.
He's like, “I'm not even moving on from this. But we're not going there.”



We could talk about payback, right? When you look at this story, there is a unique piece in this
story, and that is that as the sons come back with the robe, there is goat's blood on the robe.
And they give this back to Jacob to say that Joseph is no longer.

Let's think back a few years when Jacob put on a robe and put goatskin on his hands so that he
could fool his father Isaac into giving him the blessing. And now Jacob receives the same in
return. But we're not going there either.

We could talk about the sons who are covering up one sin with another, right? The sin of getting
rid of their brother, in fact, originally wanting to kill him. And thanks to Reuben, Joseph isn't
killed.

And you wonder if Reuben is doing this to kind of make up for his father. If you remember a little
bit ago, we read that Reuben slept with Jacob's wife, Bilhah, who is the concubine of Rachel.
And so maybe this is, “If | save Joseph, then maybe I'll be in Jacob's good books again.”

But notice how the brothers in this first part, they then cover it up with a lie to their father and
they just let him live in it. Notice how they do not tell his father that Joseph was killed. They just
give him the coat and allow him to assume the worst.

And we could talk about how often we do that, right? We see a circumstance and the first thing
we do is we assume the worst. And then the kids, they go, “Oh, he must be dead.” And they
don't say, “Oh, well, actually, by the way, we sold him to Egypt. He's down there.”

But you know, it's like, “Oh, well, yeah, okay, we'll just agree with that.” And so they lie again to
cover up their first sin. And how often don't we do that? But we're not going to talk about that
one either.

We could talk about how Joseph is a foreshadow of Jesus. And you see there listed, there's a
number of things which occur similarly between Joseph and Jesus.

For example, Mary and Jacob both pondered the events. Mary pondered what the shepherds
told them about the angels coming. Jacob pondered the dreams of Joseph. They were both
despised by those around them.

Jesus' brothers did not really appreciate him either, which, you know, your mom says, “Why
can't you act more like your brother?” You might not either, right? Including family, right? So
Jesus was despised there.

Jesus was given a robe as one in authority just before He was crucified. Jesus was sold by
Judas, which is the Greek name for Judah, and both of them were sold for the price of a slave.
Both of them said that they have the kingdom of God and will rule over the world.



In fact, when you look at Joseph's second dream, in which the sun and the moon and the stars
bowed down to them, Jacob sees this as the father and mother. But in society, the sun and the
moon are the supreme beings in the universe. In fact, when he gets to Egypt, there is Pharaoh,
and Pharaoh is the god Ra, the sun god, who is the ultimate god.

And there is the aspect of the blood of the goat. On Yom Kippur, this blood was shed. The goat's
blood was shed here and given back as a kind of—payment type of thing. And on Yom Kippur,
which is a holiday which we just celebrated in the Jewish calendar, there is a sacrifice which is
made, and the blood of the goat is then displayed on another goat and sent into the wilderness
for the redemption of our sins.

And so we see in the life of Joseph a number of things that also portray and give a foreshadow
to what Jesus will do for us. Because we know that at the end of Joseph's life, it gets them to a
place where they will be saved.

In fact, John Piper says it shouldn't be Jesus, it should be John the Baptist. Because Joseph's
father talked about him in his old age, that he was the son of his old age, just like John the
Baptist was, and that he points toward the person who will save them, pointing toward Moses.

But there's a lot there. But we're not going there either.

We could look at the eyes of Joseph, right? He's spoken to God by two dreams. Two in scripture
always is a point of emphasis when things are repeated. That means pay attention. This is real.
In fact, the only time a word is repeated three times is when it talks about God and it uses the
word holy, holy.

So when we see the dreams, God is directing Jacob and we know that God is speaking to
Jacob.

We could also talk about Jacob as he is in the pit, and you notice that he goes into the pit and
his brothers have dinner. But here he is in this place where he is pleading to get out. And yet the
rest are just ignoring him and living off the good things of the land. In fact, they might even be
eating food that Joseph brought for them.

Or we could talk about his character in the times of adversity and how he remains strong,
knowing that God is there.

Richard D. Phillips says this, “A Christian's service to Christ requires the development of godly
character, and there is no better training ground for our character than painful trials.”

And how true is that? How many of us have gone through painful things? And in those times
where our character gets tested, do we continue to follow God or do we seek to relieve
ourselves somewhere else? But we're not talking about that either, because here's the real
character of the story.



This is a story about God, even though He's never mentioned in the chapter. And we need to
read this story from the eyes of God, because if you remember, when God set up this line from
Genesis on, it is all about His Kingdom.

And in Genesis 12:2-3 we read the promise which He gave to Abraham, saying, “? “/ will make
you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. ® I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you.”

That is the promise in which He gave Abraham. And so this story is actually part of that promise.

We have talked before about Providence and God's sovereignty from Heidelberg Catechism.
But let me read the Westminster Confession Article 5.1, which says, "God, the great Creator
of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and things, from the
greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, according to his infallible
fore-knowledge and the free and immutable counsel of his own will, to the praise of the glory of
his wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy."

That means unchanging counsel of His own will to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power,
justice, goodness and mercy.

This is a story in which God's mercy is being displayed, because it is a story in which He is
working on keeping the promise that He made to Abraham.

And we all like the promise that He made to Abraham in Genesis 12:2 when He says that, "/ will
bless you, and | will make your name great, and | will make your nation great, and all the people
of the world will be blessed through you."

But how many of us remember the promise that He made to Abraham when He set the
covenant with him in Genesis 157

It says in Genesis 15:13-16, " Then the Lorp said to him, “Know for certain that for four
hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will
be enslaved and mistreated there. ' But | will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and
afterward they will come out with great possessions. ' You, however, will go to your ancestors in
peace and be buried at a good old age. '° In the fourth generation your descendants will come
back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”

We like to think about what God blesses us, and we think God's going to bless us in this, and
this is good. And we sing about how God works everything for our good, which is true, but
sometimes that's too limited.

Sometimes what God is doing is He is working for His Kingdom, not just for us. And so when we
look at God's sovereign hand and providence, we see that in the story of Joseph, God is moving
pieces so that the people of Israel get to Egypt, because it is in Egypt where they develop as a
nation.



And so there has to be things which come in place in order to get them to get there. And so
when we look at the story, we see that God's hand is throughout this story.

Let's begin with the dreams. God gave the dreams to Joseph. God showed him very clearly,
“Here is what | am going to do.”

In fact, Walter Brueggemann says this. "The main character in the drama is Yahweh. Though
hidden in the form of a dream, silent and not at all visible, the listener will understand that the
dream is the unsettling work of Yahweh upon which everything else depends."

Did you notice how the brothers responded after Joseph told them the dream? At first it says
they hated him. But after he told them a dream, it's like they hated him even more. And the
second time, “We're going to even add hate to that one.”

Notice the response when Joseph comes to visit them. Their response isn't like, “Hey, Joseph's
coming. Maybe he's got something good for us now.” Their first response is, “Here comes the
dreamer. Let's kill him.”

God has helped create what is natural in his brothers, and God has set them up because He
knew that Joseph needed to be changed or taken down to Egypt.

But let's look at Joseph's trip. Joseph meets a man at Shechem, and he is sent to Shechem,
which, you know, for all good reasons, you're thinking, “Why did Jacob's kids go back to
Shechem?” Everybody in Shechem hated him. But there, they go back to Shechem. And
Joseph shows up there, and a man meets him there. And he says, “Yeah, who are you looking
for?”

Now you realize that Shechem is about 80km from where they were. So this guy wouldn't know
Joseph, nor would he care. And Joseph's going there with an ornate coat. Why would an
ordinary man go, “Who are you looking for?” They'd be like, “He's on his own.”

But God sent this man there to tell Joseph that his brothers had gone to Dothan, another 23 or
24 kilometers out. And here's the thing about Dothan. Dothan is along the Via Maris, the trade
route. And God needed it so that when Joseph met his brothers, they were not in Shechem.

But God needed his brothers at Dothan. Because at Dothan, there would be traders who would
come down on their way to Egypt. And notice that the tradespeople had things with them, which
is all for embalming. But you know that they're down to Egypt then.

And then when he gets to Egypt, notice that he is sold to Potiphar, who works in Pharaoh's
court. He is not just sold to anybody. He is not ditched along the way to Egypt. He is brought to
Egypt, and he becomes the slave of Potiphar, who works for Pharaoh.

Because God knows that Joseph will need to speak to Pharaoh later on.



And when we look at this, we go, “Okay, | can see God working like that in Joseph's life. We
know the end of the story, and you can see how all these things come along. But that doesn't
help me, because in my life, I've got things going on where I'm like, ‘| can't see the end of the
Sto,‘.y' 73

Yeah. But neither could Joseph when he got dumped into the pit. And he is pleading, yelling out
to his brothers, “Reuben, help me. Levi, help me. Issachar, help me.” And they're just eating.
Joseph doesn't know that 20 years later they'll be bowing down to him. But Joseph understands
that.

In fact, Paul and Barnabas understood this as well. In Acts 14, it says, "™ ... Then they returned
to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, ?2 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain
true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.”

That is not that the hardships are what saves you, but the reality is that real life is hard. And
when you become a Christian, that does not mean that life suddenly becomes easy, as some
people like to say. When you become a Christian, life goes on. And in fact, sometimes life even
gets more difficult.

| have met people who lived one way for many years, and then they tried to change, and
suddenly life became much harder and their total dependence was on God. And so we ask
these questions, “Where is God?” Or, “Why is this happening? | don't understand what the
purpose of this is.”

And then we go back to this statement of God's sovereign hand and providence. Do we know
without a doubt that God is sovereign? And do we know without a doubt that no matter what
happens in our lives, God is working for His Kingdom to make it come about?

That the promise that He gave Eve when He said that the serpent may bruise the heel, but the
seed will crush the serpent's head, that God is still fulfilling that promise. And sometimes life
gets hard.

Richard D. Phillips says this. "In observing these providences, Christians should notice how
God uses bad things—even our sin— (and I'll add, even the sin of others) to accomplish his holy
and saving purposes.”

That doesn't mean God creates them, but God uses them to accomplish His purpose. We read
and we'll talk about how Pharaoh in Exodus was thrown into the sea and God used that to
accomplish his purpose.

Richard goes on to say this, "Like Joseph, none of us knows what any given day will bring. But
as we discover in his story, it was not bad luck that brought Joseph down but the surprising plan
of a wise and benevolent God. How grateful believers should be that even the worst
conceivable events are governed by the hidden hand of a faithful God! How terrifying it would be
if dark and menacing powers truly had a free hand in our lives. But God is in charge.”



Can we see that?

And | think if we start to ask some real questions, you know, for example, “Is God in family or
friends betraying you? Is God in losing a job or being forced to quit a job? Is God in being a
refugee into another country?”

There's a blank on the bottom. You can fill it in. You can fill in your own situation.

Is God in the catastrophes, the natural disasters which happen? Is God in the wars? Is God in
not just individual events, but is God in worldwide events? And how do we see that God is
there?

There's a song that | learned as a child, the song "This Is My Father's World." You may know
that song. Listen to verse three.

"3 This is my Father's world:

O let me ne'er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the Ruler yet.

This is my Father's world:

Why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring!

God reigns; let earth be glad!”

| don't know if | really understood that when | sang that as a child, but | get it more now. “Though
the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.”

And so part of this goes back a little bit to Joseph's character. How do you choose to respond to
affliction? Do | choose to trust that God is in control even when | can't see Him? Do | choose to
trust that God is in control even when it seems like the world is totally out of control? Do | trust
that God is in control?

R. Kent Hughes, in his commentary on this, says, "Here is reality. Real life is unfair.”" Which is
where | took that line from before. "Real life deals out many inequities. Real life is filled with sin
and sinners. Real wounds are everywhere. But the transcending eternal reality is that God is
all-powerful and that his massive providence is at work in his children's behalf. Life brims with
hope and optimism.”

Because we know our God, we have hope and optimism.



And so we can choose how to respond to affliction. We can trust God. And we can also trust
that God will hold you fast. God will not let you go.

God was with Joseph as he walked to Shechem. | mean, in some ways you’ve got to think
about Jacob and go, “Buddy, Joseph is walking there by himself with a coat that says he's
wealthy and he is in charge. Do you think anybody's gonna mob him on the way down? Like,
hello. And then you're sending him to Shechem where they hated you.”

And yet Joseph was held by the hand of God through each one. The brothers were going to Kkill
him, and Reuben said no. Then they were going to pull him out and kill him later, and Judas said
no.

God had orchestrated all of those pieces. And even in the turmoil that Joseph was going
through, in which he had no idea how bad it was or that it would turn out good, God was working
for His kingdom.

And sometimes | think we like the idea of Romans 8, which says, "?2 And we know that in all
things God works for the good of those who love him... “ But maybe the good is for His
kingdom. And maybe God, in bringing forth His kingdom, He is always doing that.

But this includes then transforming us and growing through the trials of life, being held even
when we don't see it. Can we live with that?

So | ask this.

Can | be patient when life is hard, knowing that God is in control?
Can | be grateful for what God is doing in me?

And maybe more importantly... What is God doing through me?

What if the trial that | am going through, what if the affliction that | am going through, what if the
death that comes to me is what brings another person to the kingdom of God? Am | willing to go
through that?

And then... Can | be hopeful, trusting God to complete His will?

As the praise team comes up. | want you to think about this as we go through the story of
Genesis. God said in Genesis 3, “This will happen. There will be a crushing of the
serpent.”

And Jesus came, died and rose again. And we now live in that space between the here and the
not yet. We live in that space where we know that Jesus wins, but we are waiting for that day in
which it comes to be.

It is all about His kingdom. And what is it that we know about God? [Asks congregation] Come
on. What is it we know about God? And with that we know that He will always hold us fast.
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Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You for who You are. Lord, we thank You that Your love endures forever.
And Lord, we thank You that in Your love and in the building of Your kingdom, Lord, Your hand is
in and on everything, even when we can't see it.

Lord, we pray that You will give us patience to know that You are in control. And, Lord, that You
will remind us of Your love so that we may live in that space and that hope of Your coming back.

We love you, Lord. Amen.
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