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Good morning. Thank you, Paul. Thank you, Siggi. And if any of you want to go on that 
(Phillipines) trip, make sure you talk to Siggi. There is space. 

And so we are in a series in Genesis, and there are times sometimes when you get to a section 
and you go, “Why? Like, why is this here?” In 2 Timothy 3, there's this beautiful passage which 
says that from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 

And today we're reading a section of Scripture in which it is one of those Scripture passages 
which is for training. And if you have read it, you might have gone, “I'm not sure how this is 
training. “ Because there is a horrific story in Genesis 34. Genesis 35 I can understand. And 
then Genesis 36 is about Esau, who has nothing to do with the Covenant. How is this fit to 
training? 

Well, we're going to go there, but before we do, I want to open in prayer. 

Dear Lord, we thank You for Your Word. Lord, we thank You that all of Scripture is helpful and all 
of Scripture is meant to train us so that we may be people of God, thoroughly equipped to live 
for You. And so, Lord, today as we look at these passages, we ask, Lord, for Your wisdom. In 
Jesus' name. Amen. 

So here comes part of the interactive part of this message—and you can just all yell at the same 
time. You don't have to be embarrassed—who wrote the book of Genesis? 

Moses did, right? Where was Moses when he wrote it? You're like, “I have no idea where he 
was.” Right? Where do you think he was? In the desert? He was in the desert with the people of 
Israel, right? They were wandering along, and he was in the desert. Where were they going? To 
the Promised Land, to the land of Canaan. 
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And Moses is telling these people while he's in the desert. So I want you to imagine yourself 
right now. You are now in the desert. You have gathered around, and you have been walking all 
day long with the sun beating on you. And there you are. You're now at the end of the day, 
you've come to the evening, and here you sit with Moses. And Moses is going to tell you a story 
about your ancestors. 

So to help keep you warm, he lights a little bit of a fire.  

 

And he's been telling you about Abraham, about Isaac, and about Jacob, and last time he left 
off, he says, “Jacob pitched his tent near Shechem.” And you're, “Okay, here it is. We're going 
back to the Promised Land. We're talking about God's people and Jacob settling down there. 
This is going to be good, because Jacob is where he's supposed to be.” Or is he? 

And here is why Moses tells this story. Moses is telling this story because he says to the people, 
“You are on your way to Canaan, and you're going to think that this is great. But I need to warn 
you of a few things, because unless you fully obey God, this could happen to you. Let me tell 
you how it happened to Jacob.” 

Jacob pitched his tent near Shechem. And if you look at the last part of Genesis 33:19, it says 
that he bought a hundred pieces of silver. He bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of 
Shechem, the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. And then it says, “ 20 There he set up an 
altar and called it El Elohe Israel.” And so now he's living by Shechem.  

But then, let's read on. 
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Genesis 34:1-2, “1 Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the 
women of the land. 2 When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he 
took her and raped her.” 

Dinah gets raped. Is that because Jacob set up his camp near Shechem? When God said, 
“Come back to Israel,” he said, “Come back to Bethel.” And now we have this story. And some 
may say, “Well, it was Dinah's fault for going out with the wrong crowd.” Maybe, but maybe 
Dinah was just in the wrong place at the right time and it had nothing to do with her. She was 
doing life and part of community in a good way. And yet this happens to her. 

But then it goes on and it says in Genesis 34:3, 3 His (Shechem) heart was drawn to Dinah 
daughter of Jacob; he loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4 And Shechem said 
to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl as my wife.” And remember that they are in a time in which 
they are put together in marriage by the parents. 

Genesis 34:4, “5 When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in 
the fields with his livestock; so he did nothing about it until they came home.”  

Look at Jacob's response. Jacob's response to this is, “I’m just going to let this be. I don't want 
to get involved. I'm just going to allow it to happen.” And you would think, as a parent, you would 
go, “Are you kidding me?” But we'll see later why Jacob does this. Jacob doesn't want to get 
involved. He waits till his sons get home, and when his sons get home, something happens. 

But in the meantime, in Genesis 34:6, “6 Then Shechem’s father Hamor went out to talk with 
Jacob. 7 Meanwhile, Jacob’s sons had come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had 
happened. They were shocked and furious, because Shechem had done an outrageous thing in 
Israel by sleeping with Jacob’s daughter—a thing that should not be done. 

8 But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her 
to him as his wife. 9 Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for 
yourselves. 10 You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire 
property in it.” 

Shechem and his father come to Jacob and the response is, “You know, I love this lady. It wasn't 
so bad. Actually, what I want to do is I want to make her my wife. And actually it would be good 
for both of us if she becomes my wife. We can get along here, we can share property. We'll all 
be good. We'll live happily ever after together. And together we will both grow as a people.” 

Genesis 34:11-12, “11 Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father and brothers, “Let me find favor 
in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask. 12 Make the price for the bride and the 
gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the 
young woman as my wife.”  

It's a simple matter, isn't it? In Shechem's response, it wasn't so bad. In fact, “I'm going to marry 
her.” So it's all good. We can justify what happened. 
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The sons, however, in Genesis 34:13-23, “13 Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, 
Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his father Hamor. 14 They said to 
them, “We can’t do such a thing; we can’t give our sister to a man who is not circumcised. That 
would be a disgrace to us. 15 We will enter into an agreement with you on one condition only: 
that you become like us by circumcising all your males. 16 Then we will give you our daughters 
and take your daughters for ourselves. We’ll settle among you and become one people with 
you. 17 But if you will not agree to be circumcised, we’ll take our sister and go.”  

18 Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19 The young man, who was the 
most honored of all his father’s family, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was 
delighted with Jacob’s daughter. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their city 
to speak to the men of their city. 21 “These men are friendly toward us,” they said. “Let them live 
in our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry their daughters 
and they can marry ours. 22 But the men will agree to live with us as one people only on the 
condition that our males be circumcised, as they themselves are. 23 Won’t their livestock, their 
property and all their other animals become ours? So let us agree to their terms, and they will 
settle among us.”  

Do you notice the shift? The shift to Jacob is, “Hey, we can do this together and we will both 
benefit. The reality is we won't both benefit. We will become one of them and we will lose out 
and everything we have will be theirs.” 

And so Shechem's response to the city is, “Hey, we can do this. Because look at the gain that 
we will have. We will gain all of their property. They will become one of us, and we will benefit. 
We don't really need to become like them. They will become like us.” 

Now remember, Moses is telling the people as they are on their way to Canaan, “This is a story 
to remind you of what happens when you live near the Canaanites.” 

And so it says in Genesis 34:24-29., “24 All the men who went out of the city gate agreed with 
Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised. 

25 Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, 
Dinah’s brothers, took their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male. 26 

They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and took Dinah from Shechem’s house and 
left. 27 The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the city where[c] their sister had 
been defiled. 28 They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of theirs in 
the city and out in the fields. 29 They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, 
taking as plunder everything in the houses.” 

The two boys took vengeance into their own hands. And the Lord says that vengeance is mine.  
There needs to be justice, but this is way beyond justice. This goes the extra mile. This goes 
beyond what needs to be done. 
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Genesis 34:30, “30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by 
making me obnoxious to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are 
few in number, and if they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be 
destroyed.” 

Do you notice Jacob's response here? It's not about protecting his daughter. It's about his own 
image. It's about his own safety. It's about compromising so that he doesn't want to offend 
anybody. “Now you have done something in which they're going to be offended by us.” 

And Jacob, in his lack of total obedience at the beginning and his compromise in the middle, is 
now in this place of, “Oh, poor me, now I'm in trouble.” 

Genesis 34:31, “31 But they replied, “Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?” Going 
back to what was done. And Jacob just kind of ignored it. 

Do you remember the last verses of Genesis 33? It says, “20 There he set up an altar and called 
it El Elohe Israel.” Genesis 35 begins with these words, “1 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to 
Bethel and settle there… “. 

God re-enters the story in Genesis 35. You'll notice that in Genesis 34, the word God has 
never been mentioned. God was completely outside of all of that story. Not that God was not 
aware of it, but Jacob, his sons, none of them went to God in that situation. 

And finally God says in the beginning of Genesis 35, “1 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to 
Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were 
fleeing from your brother Esau.”  

God basically says, “Jacob, I'm going to lay it to you straight. This is what I told you to do. Now 
do it.” 

Genesis 35:2-5, “2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the 
foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 Then come, 
let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my 
distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign 
gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem. 5 

Then they set out, and the terror of God fell on the towns all around them so that no one 
pursued them.”  

Jacob's response was now a point of obedience. And do you notice what he did just before he 
left? He took all of the idols, and it mentions the earrings as well, and it's probably a symbol of 
that many of the earrings had images of their gods in them as well. But he took all of them and 
he buried them.  

Do you remember Rachel, when they left Haran, took one of her father's idols? You can only 
imagine, as they lived in Shechem, how many idols had come into the house. 
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And the first thing he does is he purifies himself. He gets rid of everything that is there, and he 
buries them under the tree. 

And Jacob came with all the people who came with him to Luz. That is Bethel. In the land there, 
he built an altar. And he called the place El-bethel because it was there that God revealed 
himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother. 

So he goes to Bethel, and on the way there, in Genesis 35:5, it says that all the towns were in 
terror of him. The towns were afraid of him as he went. That says something else about God's 
protection. Because you would think that the towns around Shechem, when they heard the story 
of what happened in Shechem, they would be like, “We need vengeance on this man.” But God 
protected them in this journey. 

And so God kept them safe all the way there. 

And then he gets to Bethel and he renames the place El-bethel. Jacob renames it God of the 
house of God. 

There is a significant difference to this renaming. It used to be just, this is God's house. This is 
an important place. But now Jacob is saying, “It's not the house, it's the God of the house to 
whom I am now worshipping.” 

And for many of us, that is a good reminder that as we come to church, it's not church that we 
are coming to. It is the God of this church that we are coming to. 

And so he just recommits himself and they return there, and God says that He will bless them. 

But there is this little piece in Genesis 35:8, “8 Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was 
buried under the oak outside Bethel. So it was named Allon Bakuth.” 

Oftentimes we think that we have recommitted ourselves to God, and, “Now everything's going 
to be great.” And immediately after this recommitment, Deborah, who had been Rebekah’s 
nurse and was part of Jacob’s household, dies.  

Have we had it in our lives where we get on this high with God and we're thinking, “Oh, this is so 
good.” And the minute that happens, something tragic happens. And do we remember that even 
in that, God is there? If we say that God is the God of this house, is He even after tragedy 
happens? 

Genesis 35:9-10 says, “9 After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again 
and blessed him. 10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called 
Jacob; your name will be Israel.” So he named him Israel.”  

God reminds him of the blessing He gave him. And He reminds him that he is no longer the heel 
grasper. He is now the one who struggles with God, the one who strives with God. 
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And God says to Jacob in Genesis 35:11-13, “11 And God said to him, “I am God Almighty; be 
fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and 
kings will be among your descendants. 12 The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to 
you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you.” 13 Then God went up from him at the 
place where he had talked with him.” 

God reminds him that He will give him this land. But in that reminder there is this warning to 
Jacob. There is this warning of, “I'm giving you the land, but be careful that you do not 
assimilate to the culture of the land, because you are a different people. You are no longer 
Jacob. You are now Israel, one who strives with God.” 

Genesis 35:14-15, “14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, 
and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. 15 Jacob called the place where 
God had talked with him Bethel.”  

Drink offering and oil, a rededication to God. Oil in Scripture is often seen as the power of God. 
It is seen as the place where God speaks with people. And here he is pouring oil on this pillar. 
“Here is where I met with God.” And again he has this great piece of dedication and knowing the 
closeness of God. And the immediate thing that happens afterwards is then they move on from 
Bethel. 

Genesis 35:16-18, “16 Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance 
from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. 17 And as she was having great 
difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for you have another son.” 18 As 
she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni. But his father named 
him Benjamin.”  

Again, right after Jacob has dedicated his life to God, tragedy hits, and this in a much deeper 
way. His beloved wife dies and she names the child Ben-Oni, which is son of trouble, or son of 
sorrow. And Jacob quickly names the child Benjamin, which means son of my right hand. 

Two things on this interesting piece. If you look back to Genesis 30:1, that's where Rachel says 
to Jacob, “1 Give me children or I will die.” And then in Genesis 31, again, she talks about 
another son. But there you see the place where Jacob says to Laban (Genesis 31:32), “32 But if 
you find anyone who has your gods, that person shall not live.” And it was Rachel who had 
taken one of the gods from her father. 

But there's another piece which is really interesting. Even though this line is not the line of 
Christ, when you look at Jesus in Isaiah 53, it calls Jesus the man of sorrow. And after His 
resurrection, Jesus is the one who sits at the right hand of God the Father. Christ has also taken 
us from a place of sorrow to a place of being with God. 

And so Jacob is devastated. And it says, in Genesis 35:19, “19 So Rachel died and was buried 
on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 20 Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this 
day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb.” 
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This is one of the only places where you'll see in Scripture that a pillar was set for a person. 
Otherwise, pillars are always set for God. 

Genesis 35:21-22, “21 Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder. 22 While 
Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept with his father’s concubine Bilhah, and 
Israel heard of it.” 

Here's another sad chapter in this family. Rachel is now gone. And Rachel was Jacob's favorite. 
And so Reuben thinks, “Rachel's gone, Bilhah will be next. And if I take Bilhah to be my 
concubine, then I will put myself in a place to inherit the firstborn, the double blessing.” 

But do you notice Israel's response? And this time it doesn't say Jacob. This time it says Israel 
heard of it. And that's it. 

Jacob once again did not respond to the tragedy around him. Jacob once again just let it go. 

And then it goes on to say in Genesis 35:22-23, “... Jacob had twelve sons: 23 The sons of 
Leah: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.” 

Notice, Reuben and Simeon and Levi in these three chapters have all done despicable deeds. 
Well, remember that. 

Genesis 35:24-29, “24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25 The sons of Rachel’s 
servant Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali. 26 The sons of Leah’s servant Zilpah: Gad and Asher. These 
were the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in Paddan Aram. These were the sons of Jacob, 
who were born to him in Paddan Aram. 27 Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, near 
Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. 28 Isaac lived a hundred 
and eighty years. 29 Then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and 
full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.” 

Jacob actually returns home and he lives with Isaac for many years. In fact, if you do the math, 
it is quite possible that Joseph was sold into slavery over 10 years before Isaac died. Isaac 
knew about this, and Isaac was part of that. 

But then Moses stops for a minute and he says, “So tell me, you're going to Canaan. What are 
you learning? What have you seen from your ancestors that are going to be a lesson to you? 
But I need to show you one more thing. Did you notice the mountains as we were passing 
through? Did you see the mountains alongside the desert there? That's where Jacob's brother 
Esau and his descendants live. And I need to tell you a little bit about Esau because it's 
important that you understand who they are and where they come from.” 

And so in Genesis 36, you get this long list of names.Genesis 36:1-2, “1 This is the account of 
the family line of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan… “  

There was his mistake. Do you remember? Jacob was told by Isaac and sent to Laban so that 
he would not have a wife from Canaan. Esau had wives from Canaan. 
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It says there in Genesis 36:2-9, “2 Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah daughter 
of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite— 3 also Basemath daughter of Ishmael and 
sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, 5 and Oholibamah bore 
Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who were born to him in Canaan. 

6 Esau took his wives and sons and daughters and all the members of his household, as well as 
his livestock and all his other animals and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan, and moved 
to a land some distance from his brother Jacob. 7 Their possessions were too great for them to 
remain together; the land where they were staying could not support them both because of their 
livestock. 8 So Esau (that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of Seir. 

9 This is the account of the family line of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of 
Seir. 

And it goes through there, and it says the names of his sons and the sons of Eliphaz. And then 
it goes through. And you'll notice in Genesis 36:12, there's the sons of Eliphaz, who bore him 
Amalek, that is the leader of the Amalekites that you see later on that get to Israel. 

Then the sons of Reuel, and then the sons of Esau, his wife, Oholibamah. And then it says in 
Genesis 36:15, “15 These were the chiefs among Esau’s descendants… “ 

The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn, had chiefs, Teman. And it lists a bunch. The sons of Esau, 
sons of Reuel, had these chiefs. The sons of Esau's wife, Oholibamah, had these chiefs. 

And these were the sons of Seir the Horite, who was living in the region. And then it lists them 
again. The sons of Lotan, the sons of Shobal, the sons of Zibeon, the sons of Anah, the sons of 
Dishon, the sons of Ezer, the sons of Dishan. These were the Horite chiefs. And it lists them. 

And then it goes on to the rulers of Edom. These were the kings who reigned in Edom before 
the Israelite king reigned. And then it's got Bela. And then when Bela dies, Jobab comes. And 
when Jobab dies, Husham eventually dies. And Hadad comes, and Hadad. And then Samlah 
and then Samlah, and then Shaul and then Baal-Hanan, and Baal-Hanan, and then Akbor. 

And you see the kingdoms develop. And there are the Edomites. 

And then it says in Genesis 36:40, “40 These were the chief descendants by Esau, by name, 
according to their clans. And then at the end of that verse, This is the family line of Esau, the 
father of the Edomites.” 

These are the people that we are walking alongside. These are the people who become the 
nation of Edom. These are the people who would be the enemies of the Jews. These are the 
people who did not allow Israel to pass through their land, even though they were related. 

These are the people from whom Herod, who kills the babies in Israel in Bethlehem, is the last 
of the Edomites. 
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And here again, these people, which seem to be wealthy, which seem to have everything, which 
seem to have all they need, you need to remember it is temporary. What they have now will not 
last, but what you have in God lasts forever. 

Because it ends in Genesis 36:43, it says this, “43 These were the chiefs of Edom, according to 
their settlements in the land they occupied.” 

They owned the land. But that land was temporary. 

Because if you read on to Genesis 37:1, it says, “1 Jacob lived in the land where his father had 
stayed, the land of Canaan.” 

In the ESV, it actually does a better translation. “1 Jacob lived in the land of his father's 
sojournings, in the land of Canaan.”  

We are sojourners on the earth. We are not settled down here. We won't have the wealth. And 
sometimes we may see other people that have great wealth. But remember, that's temporary. 
We are part of a kingdom that is much larger. 

John 17:14-19, “14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of it. 17 Sanctify them by[a] the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” 

We live in a world just as Moses was telling the people of Canaan, “You are going to a place 
where you will live with other people. You are going to be in that place. But how do you remain 
separate in your beliefs?” 

And so we ask ourselves this. Am I quiet about my faith like Jacob, for acceptance in the world? 
Jacob didn't want to stir anything up because of his image. He wanted people to like him. 

Or maybe another way to say it is, “Where am I compromising my faith for acceptance in the 
world? Am I saying that some of the things that the world has brought in, ‘It's okay, I can do that. 
I can be part of that. I can live with that, and it won't affect me or my kids.’” 

As the praise team comes up, I want to read a quote by Ian Duguid quoted by Richard Phillips, 
“As long as we live on this earth, our lives must be continually marked by watchful pilgrimage. 
We can never feel that we have arrived or that we can settle down and retire. We need to be 
pressing on continually toward the mark of full obedience.” 

And so the last question I'll leave you with is, “Is there some place where I have not yet given 
full obedience to God?” 

Let's pray. 
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Dear Lord, we thank You for who You are. Lord, we thank You that in Scripture you set up 
training so that we may see how your people have gone through things. And Lord, sometimes 
they did it well, but Lord, sometimes they didn't. And Lord, help us to learn from that and to learn 
to not compromise and to learn and live in full obedience. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Stand together. 

Life is not godliness, but the process of becoming godliness. Not health, but getting well, not 
being, but becoming. Not rest, but exercise. We are not now what we shall be, but we are on the 
way. 

The process is not yet finished. It is actively going on. This is not the goal, but it is the right road. 
At present, everything does not gleam and sparkle, but everything is being cleansed. 

Let us remember that as we go out this week. And as you go out this week, I invite you to 
extend your hands and to receive this blessing from God. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord turn His face toward you and give you His peace as you walk in this life of 
sanctification. Through the blood of Christ and the fellowship of the Spirit. In the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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