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It is good to be together again. Thank you, Suzanne. Thank you for leading in the time of 
worship. Worship is this time where we gather together. But to gather together, we also have to 
make sure that we are good with each other. And sometimes that's really hard. 

Today we're going to look at Genesis 33. Genesis 33 is the story of Jacob coming back to meet 
his brother Esau. And in this story, we see how Jacob works towards reconciliation. We also see 
an important phrase about contentment. And in this, we also see the work of Christ in his 
reconciliation to us. 

So I invite you to follow along as I read Genesis 33. We look at this touching story of two 
brothers. Two brothers who had not seen each other for 20 years. The last words between the 
two brothers were not good words to each other. Basically, Esau said to Jacob, whether in real 
words or Jacob just knew that, that what Esau was saying… “As soon as dad dies, you're dead.” 
And Jacob leaves. So that's on his mind as he is now coming back to see Esau. 

Jacob Meets Esau 

33 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the 
children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the female servants and 
their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He 
himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he approached his 
brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed 
him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. “Who are these 
with you?” he asked. Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your 
servant.” 6 Then the female servants and their children approached and bowed down.  

7 Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and 
they too bowed down. 8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?” 
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“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said. 9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. 
Keep what you have for yourself.” 10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, 
accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have 
received me favorably.  

11 Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and I 
have all I need.” And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it. 12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on 
our way; I’ll accompany you.” 13 But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are 
tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that are nursing their young. If they are 
driven hard just one day, all the animals will die.  

14 So let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the flocks 
and herds before me and the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 15 Esau said, 
“Then let me leave some of my men with you.” “But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let me find 
favor in the eyes of my lord.” 16 So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir.  

17 Jacob, however, went to Sukkoth, where he built a place for himself and made shelters for his 
livestock. That is why the place is called Sukkoth. 18 After Jacob came from Paddan Aram, he 
arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of the city. 19 For a 
hundred pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, the plot of 
ground where he pitched his tent. 20 There he set up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Let's pray. Dear Lord, we come to You this morning. Lord, no matter where our hearts are, Lord, 
we seek to be reconciled with You. And so, Lord, as we hear from You, we pray that You will 
soften our hearts, open our ears, that we may hear of Your great love, and that we too may be 
fully reconciled in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

A little bit more about this story, because we need to remember one other thing, is that Jacob 
had just wrestled with God. Jacob had been running from Laban, and he was moving quickly. 
Laban gets back, and Jacob is there, and Jacob wrestles with God. 

And at that point, God gave Jacob a new name. And he said, “No longer are you Jacob,” which 
means heel grasper, one who goes after things by himself. But, “You are now Israel, which 
means that you strive with God. You have striven with God in wrestling, but you also strive with 
God, which means God strives with you. It is like God walks with you, and God is now your 
leader.” 

And you may recall from Genesis 32, where Joseph had sent out these wonderful flock gifts to 
Esau to try to appease him, which we read about in a little bit. But he is going there, and he is 
still worried about meeting his brother. And so here he goes to meet Esau. 

Then he does something kind of interesting. He puts his family in order. First the servant ladies 
with their kids, and then Leah and her kids, and lastly Rachel and Joseph. 
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But here is the change that we see in Jacob, because it used to be that Jacob would send all 
this stuff ahead and he would kind of cower behind, looking for his own life. But notice what 
Jacob does. 

Jacob understands that he is going with God. And so it says in Genesis 33:3, “3 He himself went 
on ahead… “ And now Jacob puts himself in front. 

Jacob understands that to connect with Esau, it is about him making the effort to connect. It is 
about him seeking to reconcile with his brother. 

Now, on a side note, you always wonder if there's a little bit of talk going on within the family of 
like, “Okay, we now know who Jacob's favorites are.” And we also see that in Christ there is no 
favoritism that we are all the same. It would be that we would all go as a group. But Jacob is 
seeking to reconcile with his brother.  

And in fact, reconciliation is a part of worship. Which is why at the beginning I said, “When we 
gather together here, we gather as a family.” 

In Matthew 5:23-24 it says this, “23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” 

Jesus invites us to be reconciled with those around us. But Jacob also understood that 
reconciliation takes repentance, as we'll see when he bows down. But repentance is crucial to it. 

Iain Duguid, in the commentary by Richard Phillips says this, “Biblical repentance means 
more than saying sorry. It involves face to face confession and restitution, where that is 
possible. True repentance challenges our pride, as it calls us to humble ourselves, admit our sin, 
and deal responsibly with the consequences of our actions.”  

There are consequences to our actions. We need to deal with those. But we need to understand 
in humility that we seek reconciliation when possible. 

And then it says after he went out ahead that he bowed down to the ground seven times. You 
have to understand that when Jacob bowed before Esau, it wasn't like you see today, where 
people will bow. It wasn't even getting on his knees and bowing. It was a complete prostration all 
the way down to the ground, complete surrender. All the way down. 

And Jacob did that seven times. And there's significance to that, because seven is the number 
of completion. Seven times means, “I completely surrender. I have completely surrendered 
myself to you.” 

In fact, in treaties at that time, where you had a suzerain, who is your king, and your vassals, 
when a vassal would come to a suzerain, they would bow down seven times to the ground to 
demonstrate complete surrender to our God.  
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And here Jacob is saying to his brother Esau, “I am completely surrendering for what I have 
done.” This act by Jacob is a complete reversal of the blessing which he received from Isaac. 

In Genesis 27:29, it says, “29 Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow 
down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed.”  

And now Isaac or Jacob is bowing down to Esau instead of what was said in the blessing by 
Isaac, where Esau would bow to Jacob. But we'll see later on in history how there is this war 
between the sons of Esau, the Edomites, and the sons of Jacob, the people of Israel, and how 
Judah constantly is fighting and overtaking them. 

But for right now, there is this surrender. 

And then there is this beautiful piece, Genesis 33:4, where it says, “4 But Esau ran to meet 
Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.” 

Can you imagine what God has done in Esau? 

We think about what God has been doing in Jacob. But what did God do in Esau? That in those 
20 years he went from as soon as dad died, “you're dead,” to running and hugging his little 
brother. 

And we know that doesn't continue through the generations. But at that moment, we see how 
God has also worked in Esau. And together they wept. 

Esau realizing the apology, the surrender of his brother, the acknowledgment that what he did 
was wrong. And Esau weeping at that moment. 

And Jacob weeping, knowing that God has carried him through, and that God has given him this 
place in which God has answered his prayer. That is the response of Esau, when Jacob prayed 
the day before in Genesis 32, he says, “11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, 
for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children.” 

And Jacob is weeping because of the answered prayer from his Lord. Matthew Henry quoted 
by Richard D. Phillips says this, “It is not vain to trust in God, and to call upon him in days of 
trouble; those that do so often find the issue much better than they expected.” 

I can imagine this is not the reception that Jacob was imagining coming. 

But let's look at the conversation between these two gentlemen. It is quite different. In fact, if 
you look at this conversation, you'll notice that Jacob, whenever he refers to Esau, is always 
using the words my Lord or your servant. 

He always puts himself in that place of submission to Esau. And Esau, on the other hand, uses 
the word brother. Esau does not use the word that you are my servant or I am your Lord. He 
puts Jacob on equivalency with him, even after Jacob puts himself under Esau. 
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But then also notice this. Every time Jacob responds to a question which Esau gives—for 
example, in Genesis 33:5, ““Who are these with you?” he asked. Jacob answered, “They are 
the children God has graciously given your servant.” 

In Genesis 33:10, he says, “10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, 
accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have 
received me favorably.” 

And then in Genesis 33:11, “11 Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has 
been gracious to me and I have all I need.” 

Jacob understood that everything he had came from God. Esau, on the other hand, has no 
mention of God. God has been working in Esau's heart so that it would be a beautiful 
connection between the two. But that does not mean that Esau's heart was changed for God. 
God worked for that moment, but Esau did not repent. 

But then, notice how they each say that they have enough. Esau says in Genesis 33:9, ““I 
already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself.”  

Esau has this aspect of, “I've got enough. I have enough. Keep what you have.” 

But notice what Jacob says at the end of Genesis 33:11, “... for God has been gracious to me 
and I have all I need.”   

Do you notice the difference there? Esau says, “I have enough. I can get by now. If I had more, 
then I would have enough at that point too.” 

But Jacob, after giving away much of his herd says, “I have all I need.” There is an aspect of 
contentment in both of them. They both have contentment, but they are both in a different place. 

If we look at this aspect of contentment, Esau is content with what he has because he's earned 
it and it supplies his physical needs. Jacob understands that all he really needs is God. And so 
there he is, after wrestling with God and understanding that's all he needs. Because now God is 
with him. 

His name is now that he strives with God, God walks with him. And so Jacob says, “I can give 
away a third of my flock. I can give away all of my flock, and I know that I have all I need. 
Whether I have plenty or not, I have all I need.” 

And so Jacob gives this gift to Esau. And Esau is like, “What is this?” In the NIV, it uses the 
word gift. Jacob's gift that he gives.  

The actual word, though, in Genesis 33:11, where it says, “Please accept this present that I 
have for you,” the actual word is be.ra.khah - רָכָה  which is blessing. “Please accept the בְּ
blessing that I have received for you.” 
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The blessing that I have received.  

Now, when you think about it, in Isaac's blessing to Jacob, there was this blessing also of flocks 
and herds. This is a restoration of the blessing that he has taken from Isaac, and he is giving it 
back to Esau. 

“This is a recognition that the blessing of which I have has come from God, and I am sharing it 
with you.” 

Iain Duguid quoted by Richard D. Phillips says this, “If God is the central reality in your life, 
then things become merely a means of serving God. Righteousness—obeying and pleasing 
God—becomes the end.” 

This is how we live, knowing that all we need is what God gives us. 

And so Esau accepts it. And now they're going to part ways. As they part ways, Esau says, 
“Hey, I am inviting you to come and live with me because I've got 400 men. We've got company, 
we've got security. I can provide for you.” Esau offers all of this to Jacob, and Jacob refuses. 

Jacob says, “No, because God has promised me a land. God is now my company, and God is 
now my security. I don't need to depend on you for that.” 

And so that creates kind of an interesting piece. It creates an interesting piece because what 
happens is this. Now Jacob is beginning to say something about reconciliation.  

He's saying, “Esau, we can be reconciled, but we might not be totally compatible. There is 
incompatibility. We are not totally compatible. We are incompatible. And therefore there has to 
be boundaries. There needs to be a place in which we say, ‘This far.’”  

Reconciliation happens without compromise. Because Jacob was told that he needed to go 
back to the land of Canaan. And the land of Canaan is not where Esau was from. 

Esau was saying, “Come to my place, come to Seir, and we'll live happily ever after.” But Jacob 
understood that God said, “I will bring you back to this place.” And so we have to understand 
that at times we can have reconciliation, but we cannot compromise what God has declared as 
truth. 

Richard D. Phillips says, “Some of the most important decisions that Christians will make 
involve what not to do: where not to go, what job not to take, … “ Who am I not supposed to 
hang around? What ideologies from the world am I not supposed to accept? What are things in 
my life that I have to say, “I need to put a boundary here.” 

Reconciliation is important, but reconciliation is never a point of compromise. 

And we realize that Seir is not Canaan. Where Esau is going is not where Jacob's supposed to 
be going. There are boundaries there. And God has said, “You need to go back to Bethel.” 
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This is where we've been.  

 

This is Peniel, where Jacob wrestled God. Jacob goes from there. So Seir is down here on the 
eastern side of the Dead Sea. He goes a little bit further to Sukkoth. And if you look at the Book 
of Exodus and go through, you'll notice that the Jews now have a festival of Sukkoth, which 
basically means tent or meetings. And you can look at that. 

And then we see that Jacob goes to Shecham, and that's where he ends. But where did God tell 
Jacob to go? God told Jacob to go to Bethel.  

 

 

And so even though we see that Jacob is in a place of where he is going with God, and he 
understands that, we also need to understand there needs to be this aspect for complete 
forgiveness. 

So he moves to Shecham, and there he buys a piece of land. And in Shecham, he buys a piece 
of land there for a hundred pieces of silver. 

This is the second transaction to complete the promise of God in which he promised Abraham 
that this would be his land.  
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The first, with the burial ground of Abraham. This one, the land near Shechem, is the second 
piece, which happens to be also where Joseph gets buried later on. But that's a different item. 

Then there he builds an altar. And this is significant because as he builds this altar, it is a public 
act of worship. It is in the public square. It is in a place in which everybody can see that this is 
the God he worships. 

It is like being in Del Crary park, saying, “Here we are, and God is the God of this city, and we 
worship God openly here.” 

And that's important. 

But then here's the beautiful piece. He names the altar El Elohe Israel. The God of Israel. It is 
his God. This is the first time Jacob does not say that it's the God of his father. It is now the God 
of Israel. It is now his God. 

Jacob has gone to a point where he no longer says, “It's just the God of my ancestors.” God has 
made Himself known and he now says, “This is my God.” 

So when he is doing his public worship, he is not doing a public worship in the sense of, “Here 
we go. This is the God that has been part of centuries of history.” No, Jacob is now saying, “This 
is my God that I worship because God has made Himself known to me.” 

Now, in this story, there are two very significant pieces. There is the aspect of reconciliation. 
There is the aspect of being content, knowing God is all. But I want to go back to a piece in 
Genesis 33:4… “4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around 
his neck and kissed him.”  

Jacob, after complete surrender, was met by Esau in this way. And we too are reconciled to God 
in this way. 

In fact, in Luke 15, there is the story of the prodigal Son. And in Luke 15:20, it says this, “20 So 
he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him.” 

That is what God does for us. When we prostrate ourselves before God in complete surrender, 
God runs to us, throws his arms around us and kisses us. 

And the ultimate act of God doing that comes through his son, Jesus Christ. When Jesus came 
and went to the cross for us, that was the ultimate hug that God gave.  
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Along Interstate 80, there is a place called the Shrine of the Holy Family and in there is a 
crucifix. But the interesting part about that crucifix is that Jesus’ arms are not this way.  

 

Jesus’ arms are this way… 

 

… inviting us into the place where he can throw his arms around us and kiss us. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

And so we too come to the table today, because the second piece is that it's an invitation to the 
table. In aspects of reconciliation, there was always this aspect of reconciliation. But 
reconciliation always included a meal, eating together, and fellowship.  

Esau and Jacob did not have that, that we know of. But Jesus says, “I invite you to come to the 
table to be fully reconciled with me, that we may have full fellowship together. And that together 
we may worship God.” 

And so Jesus on that night before he died, gathered with his disciples for a meal, a time of 
fellowship. And he took the bread, and with the bread, he broke it. And he said, “This is my 
body. This is me hugging you, and I am breaking my body so that we can be fully reconciled.” 

Then Jesus took the cup, and Jesus gave thanks for the bread and the cup. And Jesus blessed 
the bread and the cup. And Jesus says, “This is my blood, which I shed for you. This is my kiss 
to you so that you can be fully reconciled with God.” 

And so I invite the elders to come forward. And I invite you to just think about that for a moment. 
Jacob bowed down seven times before the Lord. He completely surrendered his heart to God.  

Maybe while you are getting the bread, are there places where you need to also surrender? Are 
there places where you need to say, “Lord, You are all I need. And I surrender for the ways that I 
have deceived You as Jacob deceived Esau.” 

And so I invite you to take the bread. Ponder that as we sing. 

[Bread is passed out.] 

And so I invite you, as you are eating this, to be in a space where you hear God say, “You are 
fully reconciled with me.” 

[Congregation eats bread.] 

As you take the cup, remember that Jacob was afraid that Esau would shed his blood because 
of what he did. And Jesus says to us, “Have no fear, for I have shed my blood for you.” 

[Juice is passed out.] 

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. And can I say that is all I need? Can I surrender myself to the God 
who has all and will give all that I need? Jesus said that the most important thing we need is to 
be reconciled with God. And when He died on the cross and He shed His blood, He didn't just 
wash us clean on the outside, He washed us clean on the inside so that we are fully reconciled 
with God. 

And as you drink and as you feel it go down your throat, know that Jesus says, “When you 
come before the Father, He forgives you and He washes you fully clean.” You may drink. 
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[Congregation drinks juice.] 

Jesus also recognizes that reconciliation is hard, and we need other people to walk alongside 
us with that. Have you ever tried working on a puzzle and you've got one piece that you keep 
trying to fit in, but it doesn't quite fit? You can't force it, but you can always ask someone else to 
come and help you, and they can find it where it goes. 

Or maybe they are the one that God's placing in your life to help you be reconciled. And so 
that's why Connect groups are so important, people to walk alongside us. That we can get to 
know and that they can get to know us, and they can help us in that. 

But the other piece, which is even more important than Connect groups is the aspect of prayer. 
We need to be in prayer with God. Jacob, before he met Esau, prayed, “Lord, here's what I'm 
doing. I need you to intervene.” 

And we need that as well. But we also need people praying with us, because when things are 
hard and things are tough, whether that is physical, emotional, or spiritual, we need people 
praying with us. 

And that is a perfect place for a Connect group. But it is also a place at church. And so if you 
need prayer after the service, we invite you to come to the front and there will be people here to 
pray with you and to pray over you, to celebrate with you, or simply to walk the journey with you 
before our God. 

Because as we go, we know that God was with us. We worship our God, not the God or just the 
God of our fathers and our ancestors, like Jacob used to say, “The God of Abraham and Isaac.” 
But now he says, as he worships, “I worship my God.” 

We are standing before the one true God. Each of us can personally say, ‘I worship my God.’ 
And this same God, who knows you personally, invites you to receive His blessing.  

And so He invites you to extend your hands and to receive from Him. The LORD bless you​
and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his 
face toward you and give you peace. Amen. 
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