Sunday, September 11, 2022
Sunday Sermon: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: Philippians 2:1-18
Sermon: Serving, a sign of humility
That's our prayer. That we may be as Christ was that He may forever be our vision, our guide
and the path for how we do life.
Today we're going to look at Philippians 2, which is probably one of the most beautiful passages
in Scripture, which shares how Christ demonstrated what it means to love God and love others.
I'm going to invite you to turn with me to Philippians 2. We're going to read the first 18 verses, a
passage which includes verses 6-11, which many of us know. But it begins with verse 5 about
the same mindset of Christ and we're going to look at that. What does it mean for Jesus to be
our vision, to be our path to be our guide?
Philippians, starting at verse one.
1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
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14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and
pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine
among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able
to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured
out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice
with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
Let's pray. Dear Lord, the Word that you have given us is so magnificently beautiful. Lord,
forgive us when we just kind of read through it and go on. This morning, Lord, may we stop to
ponder. May we take in your words. Will you open our ears and our hearts that they may be
formed and molded to be like You. Lord, I pray that the words spoken may be Your words, and
that nothing of me may come through but Lord, that we may hear from You. The invitation to
Your grace and to living a life that You have called us to live. In Jesus' name. Amen.
Philippians 2 is one of these examples in Scripture where they had to put a chapter someplace
and so they decided to put it here. In reality, if we remember that Paul wrote letters, Philippians
2 actually begins with the word "therefore", which is a continuation of Philippians 1. So we need
to back up for just a second.
If we remember last week, we looked at Philippians 1:27. It says, 27 Whatever happens,
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see
you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,
striving together as one for the faith of the gospel."
Last week, we began a braid, which I will pull out again…

… demonstrating the unity which is needed. This aspect of Koinonia. This fellowship, first of all
with God, and then with community.
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So Paul is going on in Philippians 2 saying, "Okay, you are united. You are first of all in God, and
then community. We are talking about fellowship and fellowship that needs to occur. And so
Paul says, "Here are things which need to happen within the fellowship." You'll notice that
afterwards the "therefore if." Now we often think of if's, we often think of, "Well, if this happens,
like, well, maybe it'll happen." But that's not the way Paul was talking about this.
Paul is more like the math problem, which is, "if this, then this." So he's saying in many ways,
"Since you are united, then this will be evident in your life." So since you are united, you will
have encouragement from Christ. You will have His love. You will have comfort from His love.
There will be common sharing in the spirit. There will be tenderness and compassion, and there
will be joy made complete. So that is what we're looking for. That is what life as a body of
believers looks like. That's what life for an individual looks like. So Paul is saying, "Here is what
the goal is. How do we get there?"
Then in verse three & four, he says this, 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each
of you to the interests of the others. So Paul is basically saying, "If you look at what the Lord's
greatest commandments are, love God and love neighbors as yourself, then you have to begin
to have a vision of looking outward.
It's not all about me, which is contrary to what we hear nowadays, in many places. This concept
of entitlement, like, "This is what I have the right to." Jesus says that's not the way we do life.
We do life in looking out for what the needs of others are. And Paul begins this argument by just
stating out there, "Don't be selfish. Look to the needs of others."
Then he gets to verse five and he says, "I'm going to give you an example of what it means not
to be selfish, and to look to the needs of others." He says to us to have that same mindset of
Christ Jesus. I want you to think about that for just a minute. Oftentimes when we think about
mindset, and when people are thinking the same, we think, "Okay, so that means that
everybody looks the same."
So I've got a candle here, and we'll use this as a Christ candle.
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So it's like, "Okay, we're gonna have the same mindset as a group." [Pastor John lights each
candle using the flame from the Christ candle.]

By the way, in Philippians 2, Paul is taking this as much as a corporate thing as it is a singular
thing. So as we move on from here, I want you to think, "This is for me individually, but this is
also for a church as a whole." When we talk about a church, we talk about who we are and so
we all need to be the same.
So here we have girls and guys in church. So therefore, what should I have? I should have four
other pink candles here. Three other blue candles here. They're all the same. But in reality,
that's not really what it looks like, is it?
We all know that in reality, there's a lot of differences. You'll begin to notice that, "Hold on. We're
not all the same. We're not the same height. We're not the same shape. We've all got different
interests." So Paul is not saying, "You have to be exactly the same." But what is the same but all
of those? They're all candles, they're all lit. Where did they get their light from? They got the light
from one source. That one source is Christ.
So no matter what you look like or what gifts you have been given, when you tap into the source
of Christ, God is saying, "Be like minded. Be like Christ." When you get your life out of Christ,
you will shine as Christ. The flame here is no different than the flame there even though the
candles look different. So God is saying to us this morning, "Don't be selfish. Be like Christ."
Now I'm going to tell you what Christ did. In Philippians 2:6-11, it tells us the great story of
salvation. In verse six, it says, 6 Who, being in very nature God, …
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In its very essence, it is God. He is God. In all that He is, He is God. So Paul here is saying to
us, "This is the God of the universe. In Him and through Him, all things were created." Then
Paul says that Jesus, even though he was God, did not consider equality with God something to
take advantage of, it says in the NIV. In the King James, it says, "Something to be of robbery
for." In the RSV which many of us grew up with, it says, "Something to be grasped."
Here's the meaning behind all of that. Jesus as God said, "I have every right to everything. I am
truly entitled to be in this position. But I am going to choose to humble myself and to be in a
position of the interest of others." So it says, "He took on the form or the nature of a servant." In
some translations, it uses the word, "slave." And in that piece again, it says that aspect of
"form." In its essence, he became human.
I want you to think about that for just a moment. If who you are and all you are, if we really want
to put ourselves in a place in which we look to the interest of others, what does that mean? We
have to change in our lives. Jesus didn't give up his humanity or his divinity. Jesus remained
fully God. But he took on the burden of humanity. And then it says that he was obedient.
Obedient even to death on a cross. Crucifixion. Cruelest form of punishment ever created by
human mind.
In Deuteronomy 21:23, God says, "Cursed is anyone who dies on a tree or who hangs on a
tree. Take that for a minute on what that means. The God of the universe who has every right to
say, "It's not my problem," was obedient to God and said, "I will take on that curse."
One of the commentaries I read this week, Tony Miranda gives a combination piece. If you look
at between Jesus and Adam, the first human. Adam, he was made in God's image as we all are.
Jesus is a very essence, God. Adam was given an opportunity and took the chance to say,
when Satan said to him, "You will be like God." Adam's thinking "Yeah, that's what I want."
Jesus says, "I am God. I'm going to be a human." Adam wanted to exalt himself and Jesus
emptied Himself. Adam was discontent with being a slave. "I don't want to have to work for
anybody. I don't want to have to give my life to anybody." When Jesus said, "I'm going to take on
the place of a slave," Adam rejected God's word. It was disobedient to God. Jesus humbly
submitted to God's word and was obedient. Adam gave into temptation.
Jesus overcame temptation and in fact, he crushed the person who gives temptation. Adam
brought the curse into the world and Jesus took the curse of the world. Adam was condemned
and disgraced. Jesus, as we read in Philippians 2, is exalted.
Now here's the beautiful thing about this. If you take the story of Jesus where he starts as God,
he becomes human, He dies a death of a curse. Then God takes Jesus and exalts him. It says
in verse 11 that he is now at a place where everyone will acknowledge that He is Lord of all to
the glory of God the Father.
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Notice the pathway which Jesus took, which ends up being the pathway of humiliation - of being
humbled before God. Notice the pathway that Adam took. Disobedience. Doing things for
himself. And the result, not being exalted in glory to God. The result is death. So Paul is saying,
"Do you want to live a life which reflects Christ? Do you want to be that flame that reflects
Christ? Then you need to humble yourself. You need to look at what the needs are of other
people. When you do that, God will exalt you." You know, we have to be careful. We can't say,
"Well, I need a good pat on the back for me, so I'm going to do this so that everybody
acknowledges what I'm doing."
That's not what Christ did. Christ didn't get acknowledgement from people. Christ got
acknowledgement from God. That's what God calls us to do. Live your life in such a way that
you are serving other people for the glory of God. Not like Paul says, "Out of selfish ambition,
but out of the glory of God." Remember, I said that this is both individual and corporate? That's
one of the things that we need to look for as well in Living Hope. Whether we are here in
person, whether we are online and you are gathering with us to worship. What do we as a
church do to look out for other people? Do we say, "Well, these are our things." Or do we say,
"God has blessed us and we are now here to serve people all over."
Think about that for just a moment. What does it mean that Christ died for you? As I was
preparing this week, I got stuck in that place. Arlene shared with me before service when she
was preparing her prayer for this week. She got stuck in that place as well. Just in awe, the
amazement that God died for me. God said, "I'm going to give up everything for the glory of
God. This passage is so deep in who we are.
Then Paul goes on. He says, "In case you didn't get this, let me give you some more
instructions." He says at the end of verse 12, "Continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling." That's not a fear of, "I'm going to get beaten if I don't." That's a fear in the realization
that the God of the universe has loved me so much and has loved Living Hope so much that He
came to die for us. All we can do is say, "Lord, how do we serve you?" It is a fear of awe, of
standing in the presence of God before the throne of God and saying, "Lord, You are the Lion
and the Lamb and I want to live for you."
Then in verse 14-15, it says, "Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked
generation.” Words are powerful things. The way we talk to each other, the way we talk within
our own mind does a lot and Paul says here, "When you go down that route of complaining and
grumbling, it is a circle and a spiral which will go just downhill. It'll not bring glory to God. It will
set you on a path which does not allow you to do what God has called you to do.
Do you remember back in verse 12, it says, " Continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling." Because then in verse 13, it says, "For it is God who works in you to will and to act in
order to fulfill His purpose." So if we look back to Christ, and we look to Christ, the closest he
came to grumbling to God was in the Gethsemane. And that wasn't really a grumble. That was a
plea saying, "Dear God, if there is any other way, please. Because I know what's going to
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happen." So God says, "I've got things for you to do." Just like Jesus was called to come to the
earth to die on the cross, to take our sins, to take our curse, God says, "I've got things that I
want you to do." God says, "I prepared in advance things for you to do."
In Ephesians 2:8-10, it says, "8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. Then in 1 Corinthians 10:31, it says, “So whether you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
Paul is saying to us, "If we're going to be a church that glorifies God and is able to do the work
of God, then we need to think about our lives and our church the way Christ lived. Then he says
this in the end of verse 15, Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold
firmly to the word of life.
A few weeks ago, we had Verse week, as has already been stated.
In Verse week, we talked about Matthew 5 that, "You are the light of the world." We had lights up
here that our church lit up to shine as the light of the world…
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Each of us individually, our lights. You'll notice that within this candelabra, each light is lit. What
happens when we blow one out? What happens when we blow a couple out? When we blow
more out?

How does the light look now? There's not as much light there. There really isn't. And we could
keep going. Right? We could take more out until maybe we get two left.
And we say, "Okay, so for the church, we've got two people burning." The rest of us are there
but we're not burning. And Paul says here, "Each of us needs to make sure for ourselves as well
as for the life of the church that we stay connected to Christ. That we live as Christ.
We are beginning a number of new and renewed ministries within the church. After church, we
have a time to sign up. For those who are watching online, there are opportunities to be
involved through prayer, through other ministries.
When we look at Philippians 2, God invites us through Paul to say, "Live our lives as Christ did.
Not out of selfish ambition, but looking to the interests of others." Then it says that God works in
you for His purpose. God has given you gifts and talents. God has given you the ability to do
different things. In fact, yesterday, when we did our council orientation, the deacons spent time
in the afternoon talking about it. Part of the deacons' charge is to inspire faithful stewardship of
the members' time, talents and resources, and so give life in the world to shape God's kingdom.
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We had the offering. But what about our time and talents? How are we investing those? How
are we using them for God's kingdom? Paul says, "Invest him like Christ did. When you do that,
God will give you what you need to accomplish it and God will be glorified. And so may we sing
as we will after this message, "This is my story. This is my song, that my Redeemer has saved
me and I am living for Him."
Let's pray. Lord, we thank You for the gift of salvation that you gave us, how you died for us.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; love so amazing, so
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza

Perry
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