Sunday, October 9, 2022
Sunday Sermon: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: Psalm 138
Sermon: Thanking God for his Faithfulness; Past, Present and Future
Before we turn to the scriptures, let's join in prayer.
Dear Lord, we have again witnessed Your mighty power in the lives of people and how, Lord,
You have been faithful in calling people to You, that You have allowed us to be part of that
journey. Lord, we ask that as we delve into your Word that we may hear your heart, Your love,
the depth of Your loyalty to us.That we may hear that and it may sink into the deep recesses of
our heart, the areas where we wonder and where we doubt. Lord, we pray that you will fill those
today and that by Your Spirit, we may hear Your voice. Lord, as we read Scripture, we pray that
You will speak loudly and that You will open our ears and our hearts to be molded by You. In
Jesus' name. Amen.
Each year, Thanksgiving comes around and every Thanksgiving is always a little bit different.
But there is one thing which remains the same. That is that we have a faithful God who meets
us every year. Among the Jews, there is a blessing which they say. It is a blessing which is
given for every time there is a celebration, or a time in which they would gather.
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I should say this for you in Hebrew, but I'm not going to because you wouldn't understand it
anyway. So I'll give you the English translation.
It says this... "Blessed are you Lord our God King of the universe, who has granted us life,
sustained us, and enabled us to reach this day." That is what we are looking at today as we look
at Scripture. We are looking at a God who is the King of the universe who sustains us each day
and allows us to reach this day.
I invite you to turn with me to Psalm 138. Psalm 138 is a Psalm of David. It is a Psalm which
David wrote, which shows great gratitude for God. But it also shows how David understands
that there was trouble in life and that David understands that God will be faithful for years to
come. So Psalm 138 in God's wisdom of organizing scripture is placed strategically in a set of
psalms. You may recognize Psalm 136 in which it begins with, "Give thanks to the Lord for He is
good" and then has that phrase, "His love endures forever." And then there is Psalm 137 which
starts with, "By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept when we remembered Zion."
So you've got this great psalm of people saying, "Thanks be to God because you are eternal.
You are in control. You are sovereign. It's awesome." Then you've got Psalm 137, which says,
"Here we are in a foreign land, where we may not publicly serve you but where we have to
refrain."
Then you get Psalm 138, which says, "I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the “gods”
I will sing your praise. I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for
your unfailing love and your faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree that it
surpasses your fame. When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me.
May all the kings of the earth praise you, Lord, when they hear what you have decreed. May
they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of the Lord is great. Though the Lord is exalted,
he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar. Though I walk in the midst of
trouble, you preserve my life. You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your
right hand you save me. The Lord will vindicate me; your love, Lord, endures forever—
do not abandon the works of your hands."
In many ways, this is a prayer from David. It is one in which he says, “Lord, I need to first of all,
thank you. In many ways, this is a good pattern of prayer for us as we have been reminded
many times of the importance of being in prayer. David begins with an aspect of prayer saying,
“I will praise you Lord with all of my heart.”
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With all of my heart. I think there are times within my life and maybe some of you can relate to
this, where you say, "You know what? I gotta give God praise because he did this." But there's
part of me or part of you, which says, "Yeah, but over here this one didn't work out so well. I'm
not sure I can praise God for that right now." David is saying, "When we praise God, it needs to
be with all of our heart, including the troubled pieces, including the angry pieces, including the
worrisome pieces, including the parts of us which are not sure and filled with anxiety." We have
to lay that before God and say, "I am going to praise you with all of my heart. And with all of my
heart I will praise you."
"Before the gods I will sing your praise." Remember, this is a time in which if we look at the
connection to Psalm 137, where they were told that they had to bow down to the gods of
Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon and they were told that they couldn't praise God. Even though
David was not obviously in that time period, it's set up to remind us of how there are times within
our lives where society may say, "No, we don't want to hear the praises of your God." David is
saying, "There is a time when you need to be quiet, yes. But there is a time when you also need
to publicly say, "This is who God is and I will praise Him."
Then it goes into verse two where it says, "I bow down toward your Holy temple." Obviously
David didn't have the temple yet that was built by his son Solomon. But he understood the future
praises of God and he understood that God has a place in store, a place at a part where we can
praise Him. Today we can say, "Thank You, Lord, for the ability to come to a place to gather as
believers and to say, "Thank you God, and we praise you." Whether that is physically here or
whether it is online, or no matter where people gather all over the world today. There are people
who are saying, "Thank you, Lord, and we will praise your name for your unfailing love and for
your faithfulness."
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Back in Psalm 136, you may remember this phrase of, "Your love endures forever." There is a
word that is used there. The word is "hesed." Hesed is one of these deep Hebrew words which
really doesn't have an English translation. That is the same word which is used here where it
says, "Your unfailing love and your faithfulness." You know how we have words which, for those
of you who are Dutch, there's a few words where you go, "Yah, you just can't translate that into
English." You can try but it doesn't have that deep feeling to it. Hesed is one of those words. It's
often translated like love, or loving kindness.
Some translations of Psalm 136 have, "Your steadfast love endures forever or your unfailing
kindness. Hesed has a deep sense of loyalty to it. It is a deep, deep love that comes from God.
But it is a deep love which is not just, "I love you." But it is a deep love that, "I will always love
you. I will always be faithful no matter what. I will always be loyal to you." When we think of it in
that way, then to have hesed from God of a deep faithful and unshakable forever love. Then
how can we not be thankful? How can we not turn to God and say, "I will praise you because no
matter how many times I have abandoned you, you have never abandoned me." Now we'll see
in a little bit later, that doesn't mean that there's no trouble within our lives. But even in those
spaces of trouble, God is there and God will be faithful.
Then we get to verse three, which says, "When I called, you answered me;
you greatly emboldened me." When I called. When I prayed. When I prayed, you were there to
answer me. Now, we have to remember that David went through hard times. I'm sure there were
times in David's life where he said, "Lord, I called to you." You can look them up in the psalms
where it says, "Lord, where are you? I have called on you and I have not heard from you." Here
David says, "I have called and you answered."
Sometimes when we spend time in prayer and we feel that God is not answering sometimes, we
need to be reminded that maybe... maybe the answer that God is giving us at this moment is not
the answer to our prayer, but the answer to hesed. Maybe God in that moment is saying to you,
"Just remember. Remember my hesed. Remember that I am there with you."
There is only one time in Scripture when it says that God forsook people even though in Psalm
22, David writes, "Lord, why have you forsaken me?" Here David is saying, "God really didn't
forsake me. God was there with me." The only time that God forsook somebody on earth was
when Jesus cried on the cross and he said, "Why have you forsaken me?" In that moment,
Christ remained with us in everything. And so that we would not be forsaken, Christ allowed
himself to be forsaken. So David says here, "I invite you into this place of prayer. I invite you into
this place where you can communicate with God and know that God is with you. Even when you
don't hear or see a physical answer."
Have you ever had it where you've been in the same room as a person whom you love and it
can be quiet and nothing is said and the person leaves and the person comes back and they
don't have to say anything? Just the fact that they're there is all you need. It's just like, "Okay, I
know you're here. I know it's okay." God is that same place. When you call to God, he says, "I'm
here."
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Matthew Henry says, "Those that trade with heaven by prayer grow rich by quick returns. While
we are speaking, God hears. It was a spiritual answer. God gave him strength in his soul, and
that is a real and valuable answer to the prayer of faith in the day of affliction. If God give us
strength in our souls to bear the burdens, resist the temptations, and do the duties of an afflicted
state, if he strengthen us to keep hold of himself by faith, to maintain the peace of our own
minds and to wait with patience for the issue, we must own that he has answered us, and we
are bound to be thankful.
"
So today, whether you come from a time in which you are celebrating and life is good, or if you
come from a space in which life has been hard, then be reassured that when you call out to
God, he is there, he is faithful, and hesed is with you. Psalm 138:4&5 says, "May all the kings of
the earth praise you, Lord, when they hear what you have decreed. May they sing of the ways
of the Lord, for the glory of the Lord is great."
David already knew that everyone was going to worship God at some point. A few weeks ago,
we read in Philippians that, "... at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.
" The earlier we get to that space within our own lives, the more time that we have to praise
Him. The more time that we have to celebrate being in his presence and being assured of his
hesed.
Then verse six it says, "Though the Lord is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he
sees them from afar." I think for many of us, we realize that God is a mighty God. And for us to
be in His presence, we have to make sure that we are okay. And David reminds us here that it's
not. As Jesus said, "The healthy who need a doctor is the sick." David is saying here, "It's not
that you have to be mighty in power, and rich, and everything else to be with God. In fact, God
looks at the people who are brokenhearted. God says, "I want to be with those who are hurting,
for those who realize they can't do life on their own, for those who see that there's got to be
more than what this world has to offer." God says, "I am here for you and I invite you to come
with me."
Then in verse seven, David gets really real. He says, "Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you
preserve my life. When you read that, does anybody think back to Psalm 23? "Even though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me." David is using that same picture. Again he is saying, "There is
trouble." In fact, Jesus in John 16 says, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world.”

5

So David is not saying, "Hey, you know what? Once you become a believer in God and you
know that God's with you, everything is gonna be great." The reality is, it won't be. The reality is
that there will be trouble in the world. But then we go back to God's hesed. And we go back to
the Jewish blessing which says, "God, you have sustained me and you have equipped me so
that I can be present here today."
Then in verse eight, it says, "The Lord will vindicate me." In fact, that translation might set up in
our mind going, "Oh, good. For all these people who have messed with me, God will take care
of them. Yes!!" That's not actually what David is saying. Sorry to disappoint some of you. David
is saying, "God will make perfect everything that concerns me." So God is not saying, "I'm going
to create my wrath on everybody who has treated you wrongly." God is saying for you, "I will
take care of you and I will provide what you need. Whether that looks like they are doing fine, so
be it. I will provide for you and I will give you my hesed, that loyal deep love that is steadfast and
does not change."
Then we hear it again in the last part of verse eight, "Your love, Lord, endures forever." David
says, "Your hesed is there." Then he gets a prayer and he says, "Lord, do not abandon the
works of your hands." A little bit of honesty there from David. He's just been preaching this
whole psalm about how God is faithful, how God's hesed will never leave. Then at the end, he
says, "Dear Lord, I'm going to hold you to that. But in case you forget, Lord don't abandon me." I
think that's more for David than for God. It's for David to realize how dependent he is on God.
No matter what he does, God will not abandon him. So he says, "Lord, do not abandon the work
of your hands."
But notice it is also, "The works of your hands. It's not just, "Lord, don't abandon me. It is, "Don't
abandon the works of your hands." David understands that he has a job to do. As someone who
was gifted by God to live life in the glory of God and for the sake of other people, he has work to
do. If David was around after the New Testament, I'm sure he would have quoted Ephesians 2
in where it says that God has prepared in advance works for you to do. And that verse comes
right after the verse which says, "For it is by grace that you have been saved. Not by work so
that no man should boast. But remember, I prepared works for you to do."
Which gets us back to this humble place of understanding that our salvation is not by things we
do, but is by God's gift and grace. God's deep hesed.
So it's Thanksgiving time. It is a time for which we gather as a nation to be thankful. Today and
tomorrow, many people will give thanks. Much of the thanks that will be given will be, "Thank
you that we can be here with family." For some of us, it might be, "Thankful that we are past
COVID far enough that we can actually be here with family." For some of us, it might be,
"Thanks that I'm healthy right now."
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Last year, I introduced to you a tradition at our place where we have kernels of corn, and we
give everybody some and we say here's what to be thankful for.

This year, I would like to challenge you to think of Psalm 138. When you give your time with
thanksgiving and when you share that with your family members - and I hope you do - maybe
you can take the ideas of Psalm 138, where we thank God for what he's done. We thank God
for being here in the midst of trouble and we praise God for what he's going to do.
I challenge you to really take time this year in thanksgiving. Rather than being thankful for the
obvious - and I'm not saying not to be thankful for that... make sure you are - look past that this
year and go, "Lord, I want to be intentionally thankful for your presence in places of trouble."
And be specific.
Maybe you're in a place of trouble right now and you're going, "Lord, what I need to do is, I need
to be thankful that even though I don't know you're in the room with me, that I can't see that
you're in the room with me, deep down I know because of your hesed that you are here with me,
and I need to thank you for that." Then I need to take time to say, "Thank you, Lord, because I
know that in the future there are uncertainties and maybe we know of some of them already and
we go, "Lord, I don't know how I'm going to do this but I am going to thank you in advance that
as I go through that, whatever that may be, that your hesed is there."
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You are there with me.

Today, may we be thankful. May we say, "Thank you, Lord, that your hesed lasts forever, and
that you have called us to a place to experience it, and to be at home with you." As we gather
for Thanksgiving, whether we are gathering by ourselves or whether we are gathering with large
crowds, may we always experience - and if we don't even experience, may we know deep down
inside that God is here and may we give him thanks.
Let's pray.
Dear Lord, we thank you for your deep, deep love. Lord, we thank You for Your unfailing
kindness, for your steadfastness, for always being there with us even when we don't know it.
Lord, today we come, we gather and we give you thanks because the Lord, King of the
universe, you have sustained us that we may be here for this day. Only because of the amazing
work of Jesus who was forsaken by you so that we may never be forsaken. It is in his name that
we pray and that we praise You. Amen.
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