Sunday, October 30, 2022

Sunday Sermon: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-15
Sermon: Intentional following
Good morning, Living Hope. As Marianne just prayed, I'm thinking, "Lord, you're just confirming
everything that you've been telling me this week, and it's a gift to hear how God's Spirit moves
through this. So Marianne talked about those who have gone before us have been faithful. Now
we are called to be faithful.
Today we have a story in which Elijah has called Elisha. Elijah is going to heaven and Elisha is
called now to be faithful and to be intentional. We are going to be reading from 2 Kings 2:1-15. I
invite you to turn to that passage.
2 Kings 2:1-15 - 1 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent
me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.”
So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and
asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I know,”
Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” And he replied,
“As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. 5 The
company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the
Lord is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As
surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on. 7
Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck
the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over
on dry ground.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken
from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 10 “You have asked a
difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be
ours—otherwise, it will not.”
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11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha
saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha
saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.
13 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the
bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it.
“Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to
the right and to the left, and he crossed over.
15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is
resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.
The Word of the Lord. Let's pray.
Dear Lord, we come to You this morning as we see how, in history, You have passed on your
teachings from one to another. Lord, help us to see how You are faithful from generation to
generation. Lord, give us the courage to take hold of that of which You have called us to take
hold of, and be faithful to that as well. Lord, may the word spoken this morning be Your words.
May our hearts be opened and moldable to Your will. In Jesus' name. Amen.
Here we have a very familiar, for many of us, the story of Elijah and Elisha. We know about
Elijah being taken to heaven. It's so unique that people remember it. He's one of the few people
in scripture where it talks about the fact that he did not die. God simply took him up. You may
have also noticed that there are some similarities between Elijah and Elisha and Moses and
Joshua. Joshua was also the person who trained under Moses, as Elisha did under Elijah.
Moses also went into the mountains. It says there that he passed away and God took him
home, and it says that God buried him. Within this story, there is this concept of, "I am taking
someone who is going to continue the ministry, which God has called me to."
So in order to get there, we need to back up a few pages in your bible to 1 Kings 18, you see
there that we have that famous story of Elijah on Mount Carmel with the prophets of Baal, in
which he has called out to God to produce fire, and God does so. Then in 1 Kings 19, it shows
that Elijah was then very fearful and he ran for his life. He thought he was the only one left and
God says, "No, there are more who have not bowed down."
Then in 1 Kings 19:19-21, it talks about how he goes to call Elijah. "So Elijah went from there
and found Elisha, son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yokes of oxen, and he himself
was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. Elisha then
left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and
then I will come with you.” “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”
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So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned
the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out
to follow Elijah and became his servant."
So Elijah had called - through the knowledge that God had given him - Elisha a number of years
ago before the story we get to today. But there is an interesting piece in that story. You'll notice
that when Elijah called Elisha, he simply went to him, and he took his cloak, which would be a
robe of some sort which was distinctive for a prophet, and he just laid it over top of Elisha.
Elisha knew immediately what Elijah was doing. Elisha understood that Elijah had said, "God
has called you into ministry, and I have been called to train you to get ready."
So there's a debate about how long but it could be - up to six years - that Elisha followed Elijah
and was the servant of Elijah until we get to 2 Kings 2. Elisha has been following Elijah this
whole time, learning what it means to speak the word of God, and to speak truth about what the
Word of God says. Then we get to today's story.
It is interesting that it begins with, "... the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a
whirlwind... " and he knew it. You wonder how that was possible, right? You wonder where God
said to Elijah, "Hey, Elijah. Tell you what... today is your last day on earth. I'm going to take you
up to heaven with me." I don't know if it was that clear. It probably wasn't. But Elijah knew it.
Elisha knew it, as well as the sons of the prophets, which is basically saying, "a seminary school
in Bethel, and another one in Jericho." They may have actually been started by Elijah as in,
"Here are people who need to know the Word, and be able to live it, and be able to obey, and be
examples of what God has called us to do."
They knew that Elijah was going to be taken to heaven that day. And Elisha says, "As long as
you are here, I am going to stay with you." Now, that says something about Elisha. Elisha has
been with Elijah for six years now. Now he has said, "I know you're going today. I know that also
means that I am going to be taking over for you. But I am not going to leave you before you
actually leave. I'm not at the point where it's like, 'Okay, today you're leaving so that means I'm
starting, so I'd better get my office in order, and I'd better get things straightened out because
tomorrow I've got to go to work.'" No, Elisha says, "I am going to follow you and stay with you all
the time."
Then we have the sons of the prophets. There's kind of an interesting dialogue there that
happens between them and Elisha, where they say to him at each place, "Do you know that the
Lord is going to take your master from you today?" - as it says in 2 Kings 3 & 5. And Elisha
replies with the same thing in both 2 Kings 3 & 5 saying, "“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be
quiet.”
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Now when you first read that, you're thinking, "Elisha! You know you're going to be a prophet
and you need to be bold, but you know, come on." But maybe from our western mindset, we
read this in the negative of like, "Hush! I don't want to hear about it. I know what's going to
happen. Don't tell me!"
But what if Elisha is saying, "Today, we are going to witness the power of God. Today we are
going to see God fulfill His love for Elijah. We are going to see God move in mighty ways." So
as it says in Psalm 46:10, "Be still and know that I am God." What if Elisha is saying, "Yes, I
know.
We need to be still before the presence of God because God is going to do marvelous things. Is
our heart in a place to see God at work, and then to answer God's call to us in what we need to
do?"
So Elisha continues to follow Elijah. He follows him from Bethel, to Jericho, and then to the
Jordan. They get to the Jordan and Elijah takes his mantle. He rolls it up, whatever that may
have looked like, hits the water, and the water separates. Do you remember God separating the
water for the people of Israel to walk through with Joshua? Do you remember God separating
the Red Sea for the people of Israel to walk through with Moses? Here God does it again. He
separates the water and Elijah and Elisha walk to the other side.
Then Elijah asks him this question. He says to Elisha in 2 Kings 2:9 when they crossed, "When
they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from
you?”
Elisha, what last words do you need? What last wisdom can I share with you? What do you
need to have, because you need to know that you are going to be taking on this role when I am
taken to heaven? And Elisha asked for something very bold. He says in the end 2 Kings 2:9,
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.”
Throughout history, that phrase "double portion" has been debated and interpreted in many
different ways. One of the ways it's been interpreted is, "Elijah, you were able to do a lot. Allow
me to do double what you did." One of the reasons why people interpret it that way is because if
you look at Elijah's life, he did 7 miracles. Through Elisha's life, he did 13 miracles.
And you're thinking, "Well, that's not quite double." But there is a case where Elijah was in a pit
after Elisha had died, and someone threw the bones of a person in there, and those bones
again came to life, which is miracle number 14. Even after he had died, he was still exuding the
power of God. So some people have said, "This question is, can I be doubly as great as you?"
But there's another interpretation - and I think this one fits more with the concept of Jewish
culture, in Jewish history, and what Elisha is really asking for - in Jewish history when a father
dies, his inheritance is divided up among his children. And so I have two kids. So my inheritance
would be divided between my two children, except the oldest child receives a double portion.
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So if I have two children, my inheritance would be divided into three parts and the oldest one
would receive two, and the youngest would receive one.
The oldest receives two because the oldest is now responsible to carry on all of the needs from
the father. So if there's any debt to be paid, it comes out of the oldest child. If there is a mother
left, then the oldest child needs to take care and provide for the mother, or in that time, for the
sisters who were not married. Within the other things, there were a number of things that the
oldest was responsible for. So the system was set up that the oldest would get a double portion
of the inheritance to be able to continue on the work and ministry of the father.
So Elisha is saying, "Elijah, I know that I am to carry on your work, just as the sons of the
prophets in Bethel, in Jericho, and the other places, and I am asking for a double portion of your
Spirit because I know that I am going to have greater responsibilities than all of the others who
are left to carry on your work." Elijah answers in 2 Kings: 2-10, "You have asked a difficult
thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it
will not.”
Elijah, at this point is saying, "Elisha, that is not something I can give you. That is something that
only God can give you. Only God can give you the strength, and the ability, and everything else
that you need, to carry on the ministry that he has called you for. I can't give you that. But in
saying that, if you see me when I ascend," - he is in many ways saying, - Lord, if you are going
to allow him to see me, then I trust that you are going to give him a double portion. If he doesn't
see me when I am taken, then Lord, I trust that the answer will be no. But Lord, it's up to you."
Elijah is saying, "Elisha, I can't give that to you but God can. If God desires it, you will see me as
I am taken up." And in the very next verse, it says, "... a chariot of fire and horses of fire
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind." Notice it
does not say, "Elijah went up in a chariot." Elijah went up in a whirlwind. Interestingly enough,
"seraph", the angels of God, are often referred to as this concept of fire, praising God. Cherubs
or cherubim are messengers of God, and sometimes referred to as "the chariot of God which
brings forth the message." So it could very well be that, here are the angels of God, surrounding
them and taking Elijah up to heaven.
Now I know that totally ruins all of our children's stories of Elijah hopping on this chariot and
going up to heaven. I'm not trying to do that. Maybe that's what it looked like. But what we're
noticing here is that, it is the aspect of God's taking Elijah to heaven with him, and Elisha is
there. Then Elisha, "tears his clothes and he laments." He laments the fact that Elijah has left.
One would think, in this glorious time of celebration thinking about this person, this man of God
who has been taken to heaven, and doesn't have to go through death's dark door is suddenly
wonderful, but yet Elisha realizes that Elijah is now gone, and he laments.
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But then he does something else. He goes down and he picks up Elijah's mantle.

Elijah takes it and he says, "I'm going to take on the mantle (that Elijah had given him six years
earlier, when he laid it over him)." He doesn't leave it on the ground. He says, "I need to pick it
up and I need to wear it." Today we have this concept of passing on the mantle, from someone
to another person. We need to look at that concept and say, "Here is Elijah, who has just passed
on the mantle to Elisha." Elisha was intentional about picking it up. Then it says in 2 Kings 2:14
that, "He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it." And then he
asks this question, "Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”
He's saying, "Lord, God of Elijah." He's not saying, "Where's the power of Elijah?" The power of
Elijah is not in the cloak. The cloak is symbolic. But he realizes that the power of Elijah comes
from God. Just like God has supplied all of Elijah's needs. God was there when Elijah was
discouraged. God was there when Elijah called for fire. God was there every time Elijah needed
something. Now he's saying, "Lord, I am asking that you will be with me as well." And he strikes
the water, and the water parts. God is saying, "Elisha, just like I was with Elijah, I will be with you
as well."
As Marianne prayed, "For those who have gone before us, they have left their mantle for us to
pick up, and to carry, and to be faithful, and to take on that role." But you might be thinking,
"Well, that's really good, because, you know, Elijah was a minister basically at that time. So
that's good for ministers. How does that fit with me?"
In the New Testament, Jesus not only met with Moses and Elijah and the Mount of
Transfiguration, which is a whole nother piece, but the last we see of Jesus is where He
ascends into heaven.
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Right after, he told his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, to disciple other people.
So God puts on all of us a calling, to be a disciple, to be a minister, to proclaim the Word of the
Lord to other people. God says, "What am I calling you to do?" Are you going to be like Elijah
and Elisha and continue until the day you come home? Are you going to be like Elijah or Elisha
and pick up that which has been left with you? Maybe for some of you, it's not necessarily being
a minister. Maybe it's the Men's Ministry.

(Picture of men’s coat)
Maybe it's the Women's ministry. Right? What mantle is God giving you? Maybe for some of
you, it's something different.

(Picture of woman’s coat)
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Maybe God is saying, "I have given you the abilities to walk alongside young people and
children. So maybe your mantle is to take up children's ministry or youth ministry.

(Picture of child’s coat)
Maybe some of you are saying, "I've been given the aspect of compassion and empathy in
Stephen ministries, in pastoral care of walking along people, and just being there and guiding
them in whatever they do.”

(Plaid coat)
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Maybe for others, it's an aspect of hospitality. And you say, "You know what? I can have people
over. Maybe that's where God is calling me."

(Picture of apron)

Maybe for some of us it is as simple as writing a card, giving a word of encouragement. When
we look in the New Testament, there is the person who we call Barnabas. His name means "son
of encouragement" and he spent his life encouraging Paul and others.

But notice what Elisha did. Elisha intentionally picked up the cloak. He took it. He put it on. He
used it. He knew that it wasn't the cloak that had power. It was the power of God that was there.
God gives us that space. The beautiful piece of that is that when Elisha crossed over the river,
in 2 Kings 2:15, "The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The
spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.”

9

Others notice when you are using the gifts and the talents that God has given you. Maybe we'll
add this one...

because this morning, we spent time singing. There is this gift of music. Maybe some of us
have gifts in music that we're not using right now for the glory of God. And we could use it to
help others bring praise to God.
What is it that God is calling you to do? For some of us were like, "Oh, I don't know if I can do
that." But remember, it's not your power. It's the power of God.
Let me take you back a few pages again, to 1 Kings 19. There is a story in 1 Kings 19, where
Elijah has run and he feels that he cannot go on and so he goes to Horeb and he flees. In 1
Kings 19:3, he says he was afraid and he ran for his life. Then in 1 Kings 19:4, it says, "[He]
sat down under a tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord.” Then in 1 Kings
19:5, he lay down under the bush and fell asleep.
All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” He looked around, and there by his
head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay
down again."
This happens a couple of times. And God is saying to Elijah, "When I call you to do something,
know that I'm going to nourish you first. You are not being called just on your own." Jesus just
before he died, did the same with His disciples. He came to them and said, "I'm going to call you
to do ministry and to pass on what I have taught you - the truth of God - but I am not calling you
to do it without nourishment."
So he gave us what we call communion or the Lord's Supper. In some ways he says, "Wake up,
sleepy Christians. Eat, be nourished, for I am in you and with you, and will lead you through." So
Jesus took bread on the night that he was betrayed, and he broke it, and he gave it to his
disciples.
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This morning, he gives it to you and he says, "This is my body which I have given for you, that
you may be empowered to do the work that I've called you to do. [Pastor John breaks the
bread.]
After the bread, he took the cup [Pastor John pours the juice] and he said, "This is my blood.
This is me giving my life source for you. That I may be the life source within you to do the work
that I've called you to. To take up the mantle and to be faithful with it until the end. And while you
are there, you are training others, and passing it on from generation to generation.
This morning, the Lord invites us to the table, to be nourished, to be fed so that we too may live
for Him and do the work that He has called us to. Let's pray. [Elders serve out the bread to the
congregation.]
As the elders are serving, I ask that you pray with me. Dear Lord, we thank You that You feed us
and that you nourish us with Your Word through prayer. Lord, give us your strength and source
to be empowered to do your work. Lord, as we take your food, we pray that we may also
understand the gift of life that you have given us as a holy God. In Jesus' name. Amen.
Jesus took the bread and he broke it. He gave it to his disciples and said, "Take, eat, remember
and believe that my body was shed for complete remission of all your sin." [Congregation eats
their bread.]
[Elders serve out the juice to the congregation.]
Jesus took the cup and he said, "This represents my blood, which I have shed for you that you
may be washed clean, free from all your sins, free to take on the mantle that I'm giving you."
Drink, drink all of it. Remember and believe that Jesus died for a complete remission of all your
sin. [Congregation drinks their juice.]
Join me in prayer.
Dear Lord, we thank You that You not only came to earth to live with us, to guide us, to die for
us, to be risen for us, but Lord, that you also ascended to heaven. Lord, even though You did
not drop a cloak for us, You sent Your Spirit. Lord, Your Spirit reigns within us to be able to take
up the mantle that You've called us for. Lord, thank you for nourishing us and for giving us what
we need to live for You. In Jesus' name. Amen.
I invite you to stand and receive the blessing from our Lord. At the beginning of the prayer,
Marianne talked about Ephesians 3, and I want to take a few verses from Ephesians 3 to
encourage you and to bless you. I ask that you extend your hands to receive the blessing of
God.
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Ephesians 3:20, "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever!" May His face shine upon you, to give you peace
and grace. Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza

Perry
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