Sunday, November 6, 2022
Sunday Sermon: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-27
Sermon: God’s Grace, God’s Glory

Good morning. We are truly blessed when we think about where we can worship, that we may
gather freely to serve our Lord, and that we may welcome people from around the world as they
watch online, that together with one voice and one heart, we may honor and serve our Lord.
This morning, Arlene has already led us in worship and the idea of needing God, and
understanding that God's grace for us is how we gain freedom. But also with the understanding
that God places us in different situations. In those situations, how do we extend God's grace in
those places? I invite you to turn to 2 Kings 5, and as you do so, I want to set today's sermon for
you in a bit of a different way. I want to begin by starting with the idea of, "We live in a world.
God created our world and He created it wonderfully."
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But in Genesis 3, we read about the fall and how sin entered the world. Because sin entered the
world, we have pain and we have sorrow within the world. Today for example, we prayed about
the persecuted church. I don't know if you can see this where you're at, but I'm sticking a band
aid over here in the area of Afghanistan. It's an area in which there is great pain.

You might think, "Well, that's kind of a small band aid for those of you who can see it. Maybe
what we need is something a little bit bigger for that whole section, because that whole section
of the world is in great pain."
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But it's not just over there. It's also in the City of Peterborough.

So we live in a world in which there is great pain, which there is great suffering, and as we just
sang, in which we realize that we have great sin within us. That's one thing to keep in mind. The
other thing is God's gift of grace. God has given us a gift in Jesus Christ. That gift of grace has
been given to us and we are invited into extending God's grace to those around us.
So with those two things in mind, we turn to 2 Kings 5. Last week, we talked about Elijah and
Elisha, and Elisha was encouraged to pick up the robe, and to use it in the ways that God had
set before Him. Today we find one of those stories in which Elisha uses and extends the gift of
grace that God has given him to someone else. So join me. Verse one begins this way...
1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the
sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to
Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel,
and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”
4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 “By all means,
go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking
with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter
that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you
so that you may cure him of his leprosy.”
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7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill
and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy?
See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”
8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this
message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that
there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the
door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven
times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”
11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and
stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my
leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.
13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some
great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and
be cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of
God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.
15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and
said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift
from your servant.” 16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will
not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused.
17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair
of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any
other god but the Lord. 18 But may the Lord forgive your servant for this one thing: When my
master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I have to
bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord forgive your servant
for this.”
19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said. After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the
servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this
Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the Lord lives, I will run after
him and get something from him.” 21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him
running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all right?” he
asked.
22 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men from
the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give
them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.’” 23 “By all means, take two talents,” said
Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags,
with two sets of clothing.
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He gave them to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi
came to the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent
the men away and they left. 25 When he went in and stood before his master, Elisha asked him,
“Where have you been, Gehazi?” “Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered.
26 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot
to meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves and vineyards,
or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 27 Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to
your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and his skin was
leprous—it had become as white as snow.
This is the Word of the Lord. Let's pray. Dear Lord, we thank You for Your Word. Lord, as we dig
into it today, we pray that you will open our ears and our hearts. That we may hear from You,
that we may be molded by You. Lord, that we too may see how we need You and how in your
grace, You set us free. Lord, I pray that the words spoken this morning may be Your words and
that nothing from me may come out, but that to You may it be all the honor and glory. In Jesus'
name. Amen.
Before we read from 2 Kings 5, I set the context of a world in which there is pain and sin, and
the gift of God in which we experience God's grace and grace of life, as well as grace in other
things. In today's story, we are going to see how God says, "I give you grace and I invite you to
extend that grace to others. As well as receiving in grace, I invite you to live a life which is
pleasing to Me."
So let's look at some of the characters from today's story. Let's begin with this young girl that we
meet in verse two. It says there that they had taken a young girl from Israel, and she served
Naaman's wife. She said to her, "If my master would only go to Israel, he could be saved from
this disease."
Now think about this for just a moment. This girl had just been taken from her home. She had
been taken to a foreign country, a country which Israel knew was going to invade them at some
point [because they were a powerhouse that was building.] And while she is there, in this place
where she is among her enemies, she says, "I see the pain that you are in. Let me tell you
about the gift which I have received from the God of Israel." So she takes the gift, and from that
gift…[Pastor John throws a couple candies into the congregation.]
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… she says, "Master, I've got something for you. God has given me health. God has given me
knowledge that there is a prophet in Israel. Let me extend it to you." So Nathan receives that gift
and he goes to his master, the king, and he says, "King, I know that you love me. I have
heardthat I could be healed if I went to Israel. May I go with your blessing?"
And the king says, "Please go. In fact, I'll write a letter to help you while you're there." So he
writes this letter, the king of Israel receives the letter, and notice how the king reads it. The letter
is simply saying, "I'm sending my servant, Naaman, to you so that you may cure him of his
leprosy." The king right away misunderstands it and thinks that he has to cure him. That it's his
responsibility." Which is not what the little girl said.
The girl said, "There's a prophet in Israel. It's not your responsibility. It's God's responsibility.
God is able to work through somebody else to heal you." But this king, thinking about his own
life and thinking about himself, he responds and he goes, "How am I supposed to do this?" Then
at the end of verse seven, he says, "See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” Isn't that
often our first thought. When something happens, our first thought is, "Oh, no. Are they trying to
take advantage of me? Are they trying to hurt me? I live in this world of trouble. I'm sure
something is not right."
Matthew Henry says, "It is charity to ourselves to think no evil" If the king would have begun
with, "Okay, so he has been brought to me to be healed. I can't do it but I know there's a God
here who can. Let me get Elisha." The king doesn't respond that way. But thankfully Elisha
hears about it. Elisha says, "King, it's not your responsibility. God's got this. Send them to me."
So the king does.
Now, Naaman gets to Elisha's house. You have to understand the picture here. Here is Elisha's
home, probably a tent or something like that. And you have this man who was described in
verse one as being highly regarded, a great man, and given victory by the Lord. So God even in
that sense, extended grace to Naaman. So he is coming with his entourage, he has now
traveled many miles, and he gets to Elisha's tent. And there he sits. He calls out for Elisha and
Elisha doesn't even answer him. Elijah sends out his servant and says, "Hey, by the way
Naaman, what you need to do is go into the Jordan River. Wash yourself seven times.
In Scripture, the word is "dipped." Some interpretations can be more than just a dipping. It's like
a "dumping in." It's diving into the Jordan River. Not just putting your toe in. "Do that seven
times, and you'll be cleansed." Of course, Naaman is outraged. "Here I came all this way. I
brought gifts. I knew there'd be a payment. I knew I'd have to do something. And what you tell
me to do is wash in that dirty, stinky Jordan River? Of all the rivers to wash in, why the Jordan?
It is one of the muddiest rivers around. The rivers from home are much cleaner than that. How
am I supposed to wash in this dirty water?" And you hear his outrage.
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But then notice, here is a second gift of grace that has been given to Naaman, and this is by his
servant [and we have no idea what connection the servant has to even knowing about the God
of Israel] and he says, "Father," which means they were pretty close, "If Elisha had told you to
do some impossible thing, or pay some impossible fee, would you have done it?" "Well, of
course I would have," because that would have made sense. He's going to do something for
me." Even in his rage, he said, "He should have at least come out and called out to his God,
make this great display of healing, and stand in front of me and say, "Be healed!" But he didn't
do that.
So his servant says, "So what are you asking for? He asked you to do one thing. That one thing
is to go to the Jordan River and dip yourself in it seven times. Honestly, master, it's not that big a
deal." Maybe [and he didn't say this] but maybe what he wanted to say was, "Would you get
over yourself? You're not that big a deal. Go wash in the dirty water. If he says you're going to
be clean and you're clean at the end, you're going to say, 'Thank you.' And if you're not, you
haven't lost anything." So Naaman does and he goes and he dips himself in the river seven
times. When he comes out, it says, "His flesh was made clean." And in the last part of verse 14,
"And his flesh restored and became clean like that of a young boy." The restoration which
occurred for Naaman was even greater than just receiving health again. He was fully restored.
So he comes back to Elisha and he says, "Elisha, thank you so very much. Let me give you
something as an offering of thanks." And Elisha says, "It's not me. It's God. I was just extending
God's grace to you." Then he says something very interesting. He says, "Well, if you won't take
anything, please allow me to take enough dirt that two mules can hold, back with me to my area
of living." You might think, "Well, that's kind of a bizarre thing to ask for. Especially after he was
so upset about having to go down to the Jordan." [Which by the way, is over 30 kilometers
away.]
But he asked for two mule loads of dirt, which in that timeframe actually makes a lot of sense,
because people believed that God was a God of a region. Within that region, He was God. In
fact, you see how he says that in verse 15. He says, "Now I know that there is no God in all the
world except in Israel." So God is the God of Israel. "But I'm going back there. How am I
supposed to worship God back there? So let me take some dirt from Israel, let me bring it there
and I'll build an altar. Then I can worship God there because I brought part of Israel with me."
In many ways, we see that in Psalm 137 as well, where it says, "By the rivers of Babylon we sat
and wept. How can we sing the songs of the Lord in a foreign land?" So he wants to bring it so
that when he goes back, he can worship God there.
You know, in some ways, there's a bit of a lesson for us as well. We come to church on Sunday
morning and on Monday, we go back into the world. Is there anything that we bring with us into
the world, into our workplace to remind us that we are serving the Lord? Or do we just leave it at
our place, or at church, and then we go. So maybe it's a good reminder.
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But then Naaman says something else. In verse 18, he says, "But may the Lord forgive your
servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is
leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon,
may the Lord forgive your servant for this.” So Naaman has this role and part of his role is to
take care of the king.
So when the king goes to worship and bow down to the god that's in the temple there, one of
the things which Naaman is responsible for is helping him kneel down and helping him get up
again. In many ways, it looks as if Naaman is once again going back to the practice of
worshiping the other god.
Elisha could say something about this, but notice his response in verse 19. He says, "Go in
peace." The word there is the word, "shalom." Shalom is that beautiful Hebrew word which
implies, "That place where everything is as it should be." It is that place where there is sweet
communion between you, and God, and those around you. Elisha does not judge him at all. He
simply says, "Go and experience the shalom of God." Now Elisha knows that with the shalom of
God, there is peace. But there is also a continual working within our hearts.
We look in the New Testament, in the book of Acts, where it says there that you are to repent,
and be baptized, and then to move on in life. To become a Christian is to follow that way. So
when Naaman went down to the Jordan, his servant said to him, "All you need to do is be
washed and be cleaned. Repent and be baptized. Give up your sin and become whole in
Christ." And Elisha says, "That is the work of the Spirit, just like the healing of the leprosy. So go
and experience the shalom of God." That would be a great place to end the story.
But we have another piece. This is Elisha's servant. Now you would think... you've got the girl
who was brought from Israel who told her master about God, you've got the servant of Naaman
who told his master about God. You would think that the guy living with Elisha would get it,
right? "Here I am living with this great man of God."
And yet, what's his first response? His first response is, "Elisha, how could you? You missed out
on a great opportunity to get rich! Tell you what, I'll help you out." So Gehazi runs after Naaman.
Rather than saying to Naaman straight up, "Hey, look, you know what? We could really use a
little bit of money. We don't make much on a profit salary. Yeah, if you could help me out, that'd
be great." But he concocts a lie to cover himself up. Right?
"There's pain in the world but rather than really speaking the truth, I cover it up." We make it
look good. It's pretty, right?
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We make it look good. It's all pretty, right? A kid's bandage with all kinds of cute decorations on
it. We cover it up and we say, "You know actually, let's reevaluate this a minute." And one thing
goes into the next thing, into the next thing. We have already learned from Naaman about pride,
and how pride can create problems. Now through Gehazi, we learn about how lying can begin
to create a place of death.
So he gets the stuff from Naaman and he brings it back. In fact, he has other people to help
bring it back because he can't carry it all. He gets back. He stores it. And Elisha says to him,
"Where have you been?" Gehazi says, "I haven't been anywhere." Elisha says, "I have given
you grace from God, I've extended it to you, and you have just witnessed how that has been
given to someone who is not even of the people of Israel. Yet you continue to test God and
continue to do things in which God says you shouldn't do."
It says, "The leprosy which Naaman had, God is now going to give to you. You experienced the
witnessing of someone being given grace by God. And then instead of giving God glory, you
said, 'Hey, I need some of that. I need to get rich from that. I need to be blessed by that from
different ways.'" When you fall into that trap, God says, "That's not the way it works. I give you
grace, that you may give grace to other people. That grace that is given is not for you. It's from
God."
As we look at these people that we've seen in today's story, where do you fit? Where do I fit?
Am I like the girl who was brought into a difficult circumstance in which life is not good for her,
but she still extends grace? Am I like the king who receives the letter, and instead of looking to
God thinks about, "How am I going to fix this? How am I going to make this right?" Instead of
listening to what God has to say. And then being torn apart because you can't do it.
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Are you like Naaman, who God says, "I want you to simply believe, repent, and come to me. But
there is something within ourselves where we go, "It can't be that easy. I've got to do something.
I've got to do something to make it so that I am worthy of this."Are you like the servant? Who
understands that it is as simple as saying, “Lord, I need you, I'm a sinner. I need your grace.”
Are you like Elisha’s servant, Gehazi? Who's thinking, “You know, I've seen God work. I've been
going to church for years, but you know what? It hasn't really paid off for me the way I've wanted
to, so I'm going to do stuff on my own to make it work that way.” Maybe you're like Elisha, who
understood from the beginning that he's been given grace from God so he may extend grace
from God.
As I went through this this week and prayed over it, I realized that I can't identify with one
person. I've got a little bit of everything in me. I've got to understand the pain and the hurt within
my own life. The places in which I need to tear off band aids and say, "You know what? I can't
go there anymore. I can't continue in that way of life because that way of life leads to death." But
I've also been receiving this aspect of, "But what can you do? Who are people around you who
need to experience God's grace - and rather than just tearing off your own band aid to try to
cover up something, maybe you can be a healing part for someone else.
How do you extend God's grace? When you think about the amount of grace that God has given
you, it's unlimited. You can throw candy all day long if you want. God will never say, "Oh, I'm
only going to give you this much, and when it runs out, sorry, you're done, so you'd better hang
on to it." No, God says, "I have given you grace in abundance. And what a joy it will be for you
to share with other people."
I don't know how many of you handed out candy on Halloween. If they weren't wearing a mask
that totally covered their mouth, I bet you saw a lot of smiles every time you gave something.
Unless you are the person who just gave a gospel tract or something like that. Not that gospel
tracts are bad, but they usually don't get the reaction out of a four year old that you want it to.
But when you give them some candy, they're like, "This is awesome." And you're like, "What a
great thing. I can give you a little piece of candy and you're happy."
Look at the box that God gave me of candy.
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I can give you just a little bit and you'll be happy. But maybe in giving that little bit, maybe in
extending that little bit of grace, that person sees, "Hold on, I need to find the source of that
grace. I need to find God who gives that grace," and they too like Naaman says, ''Now I know
that there is no God in all the world except in Israel."
Today you are invited to trust Jesus. We sang just before the message, "Jesus, Jesus, how I
trust Him. Oh, for grace to trust Him more." Jesus, Jesus, how I trust you. Oh for grace, to trust
him more." As we also sang, may we truly get back to the heart of worship. It's not about me. It's
not about you. It's about the grace that God has extended to us. We have the opportunity to
extend to those around us. Then, as we realize, "Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are And where You are, Lord, I am free."
In Matthew 10, Jesus says, "Freely you have received; freely give." May God be glorified.
Let's pray. Dear Lord, we thank You for your gift of grace. Lord, we thank You that You reach
down to us in our place of hurt, brokenness and sin. You invite us to wash in the river of Christ's
blood so that we too may be washed and be cleansed. Lord, may we extend that grace that You
have given to us into our homes, into our neighborhoods, into our workplaces, and may all the
glory go to You. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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