
Sunday, November 13, 2022

Sunday Sermon: Glenn Duncan
Scripture: 2 Kings 23:1-5, 21-25
Sermon: Vibrant Living In A Grey World

I'm here to proclaim good news. Really good news. Let's pray together. Our Father, we thank
You that You are our life. As the psalmist proclaims, Your love is better than life because You in
fact are what life is. As we read your Word and as we consider its lifegiving implications, by Your
Holy Spirit, lead us today. Give us hearts that are responsive. Holy Spirit, help us in this so that
we allow Your Word to live within us, so that we truly live. By Your Spirit, lead us. In Jesus' name
we pray, Amen.

Our scripture reading today is taken from 2 Kings 23. We're going to read verses one through
five and then jump over to verse 21, and read 21 through 25.

2 Kings 23:1-5 - 1 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 He
went up to the temple of the Lord with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing
all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord.

3 The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord—to follow
the Lord and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus
confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people pledged
themselves to the covenant.

4 The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and the doorkeepers to
remove from the temple of the Lord all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry
hosts. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley and took the ashes to
Bethel. 5 He did away with the idolatrous priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn
incense on the high places of the towns of Judah and on those around Jerusalem—those who
burned incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the constellations and to all the starry hosts.

2 Kings 23:21-25 - 21 The king gave this order to all the people: “Celebrate the Passover to the
Lord your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” 22 Neither in the days of the judges
who led Israel nor in the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah had any such
Passover been observed. 23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was
celebrated to the Lord in Jerusalem.
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24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the idols and
all the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the
requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple
of the Lord. 25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the Lord
as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all
the Law of Moses... This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

King Josiah…

He ruled in Jerusalem. Already, the 10 northern tribes of Israel had been deported by the
Assyrian Empire. What was left of Judah was some remnant of other tribes and the tribe of
Benjamin. Josiah's dad's name was Amon, and he was assassinated by some of the court
officials because they didn't like the king. That's the way it seems to be with politics ever since.
Josiah was the only son. At age eight, he became the new king of Israel.

It says in 2 Chronicles 34 that at age 16, he began to seek the God of his father, David.
Interesting statement, because Amon was his father. But David was the one who was known as
the man after God's own heart. Josiah, over the course of his life, became that kind of man as
well.

So the writer of Chronicles lists David as his father rather than Amon as he's talking about
spiritual heritage. At age 20, he started to do something radical. He started to disturb the way
things were in Jerusalem, in the surrounding kingdom, and even over into what had been Israel
before that. He started to get rid of idols. He started to get rid of false worship and false
practices. The idols... Well, in some ways we know they're nothing, but they're a spiritual
nothing. It's a spiritual nothing that destroys and kills.

2



Josiah recognized the deadliness of that practice. At age 26, he ordered that the temple be
repaired. It obviously had fallen into disrepair. In fact, as he sent Hilkiah, the priest and other
priests of the priestly order to cleanse the temple before it could be repaired, they had to haul
out all kinds of junk that was in there.

Other kings had established worship of other gods, and that worship of other gods became all
enmeshed in the life of the Jewish people. That worship of other gods became so extreme that
they started the practice, for instance, of taking babies and offering them in fire to their gods. It
was tearing the country apart.

People still sacrificed to God but then they put in all kinds of different things that they thought
would be good ways to worship other gods too. As Pastor John mentioned last week, when we
were talking about Naaman, Naaman took some bags of soil from Israel and took it back into
Aram, because the belief was that gods resided in each of those different places. So when he
was going to worship the one true God, he was taking soil so that the area of the one true God
occupied would be taken back with him to Aram.

The people started to follow all the practices of other nations. They knew that God is the Creator
of heaven and earth, that He rules over everything. But they started worshiping other gods in
the thought, "Well, you know, it can't hurt. Like, we gotta hedge our bets, right? We have to be
careful because, who knows? Like, yes, God's God. But there's other things around too, and
look how prosperous other people are in the false worship they have. So let's start to take it on
ourselves." And Josiah was the one who was starting to shake things up.

If we read in 2 Kings 22, we would see that as this cleansing of the temple takes place, they're
going to rebuild, they're going to fix cracked stones and replace timbers, shape it all up to be in
good shape again, but as things were being cleared out, Hilkiah the priest discovered a book.
That book had not been read for a long time. He read it and he gave it to the court recorder, a
man named Shaphan. Shaphan came back to Josiah and he said, "Well, the work is going fine,
money has been paid to the workers, the materials are here, all the repairs going on. Oh yeah,
we found a book." Then Shaphan read the book to Josiah.

The book was The Covenant of the Law, the relationship with God, in which God promised
blessing and care for His people. Because it was a covenant, the response of the people was to
enter that and to walk with God. But God also warned what would happen if they refused to
observe and remember the things that God had told them to do.

When Josiah heard the reading of this book, it says he tore his robes, the Jewish symbol for
extreme grief and extreme repentance. He tore his clothes because the words he was hearing
meant disaster for his people. He knew that the kings that had gone before him had led the
country astray. He knew that if they didn't repent for most things, they would be destroyed.
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Seeking God's Word brings clarity. God's Word doesn't fix anything. God's Word helps you to
see things the way they really are. Fortunately, when Jesus comes, we discover that He is the
Word of God. He does fix things, but the law doesn't give life, rather that the law is there to show
us, in absolute clarity, the way things really are.

I mentioned this quite a while ago, but one time I had a talk with someone who said, "Glenn, do
you believe in absolutes?" I said flippantly, "Absolutely." Then he said, "Why?" I said, "I believe
in absolutes because we live in a gray world. The absolutes of God's Word allows us to see how
to work our way through this gray world. It shows us where life is found but also warns us where
destruction is.

There is a verse from Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."
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The Word of God is living. It is much more than a book. It is a very reflection of the heart of God
Himself. When we read God's Word, when we grow to love and treasure it and we want to hear
what it has to say, it kind of reverses things. We sit down to read it, only to discover it's messing
with us. It's starting to read us. It's starting to talk about what's really going on within our hearts.
We start to hear the very voice of God through that which is on paper and print.

I don't know if it's still there now but years ago, in the Alpha course, Nicky Gumbel tells this story
about a young man who was in prison. Someone gave him a New Testament, and he was
delighted to receive it. The paper in this New Testament was exactly the weight and texture that
was just perfect for rolling cigarettes.

So he gladly received this New Testament, and he started ripping out the pages, and rolling his
smokes with that. He smoked his way all the way through the Gospel of Matthew. Then he
smoked his way halfway through the Gospel of Mark. Then he started to read it. And he met
Jesus in person. He met the Living Word, and he gave his heart to Christ, and he became a new
creation. That's what the Word is for.

I told you that I'm proclaiming good news. So here's what the good news is about.

It doesn't sound like it at first, but it really is. Romans 6:23 - 23 "For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." So, this book warns us about what life
and death are all about. Where death is, but also [joyfully] good news where life is found. The
Bible's understanding of death is that it is separation from God. Being separate from Him,
though we exist, we are not living.

The definition of life is being with God, living in relationship with God, enjoying God's presence,
and becoming like Him. So, death is separation from God. The opposite of life is having "me" at
the center of everything I do. Me being the center. Which would be great if I was God, but I am
not. It would be great except for the fact that it's a lie. I am not the center of everything.
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Now, you know that. You have no trouble believing I'm not the center of everything. But you
don't know it about you. If I was God, if I was indeed the center of everything, being self
centered would be great. But I'm not God and I'm not the center of everything. And that starts to
lead into major problems because if I live my life as being at the center, everything that's going
on around me is working against me.

Everything going on around me, I want to try to fix and bring it back into order so that my life is
perfect. But it's based on a lie. It's based actually on death itself. I cannot live unless I'm in a
relationship with God, my Father, my Creator, my Maker, my Sustainer, the one who enables me
to stand and breathe and think, my heart to beat. He is everything. Literally everything. He is the
center and He is life itself.

So while I'm busy living life for myself separate from God, the more I live for myself and also
separate from you. Instead of me seeing you for the precious people you are, living in
community with you, and serving and helping, I'm busy trying to get you to do what I want you to
do so that I'm happy. Did you know that if you try to make yourself happy, you never get there?
Did you know that if you try to make yourself happy, all you do is become dissatisfied?

If you try to make yourself happy, you try all sorts of different things that might bring some relief
or comfort - maybe you can push out the stuff that's bad and the stuff that steals your peace for
a little while - but it all comes back in on you with greater force than ever before. You can't do it.
You cannot satisfy yourself by trying to make yourself happy.

The healthiest, happiest person who has ever lived on the face of this earth is Jesus. So we all
know that's the answer, right? Jesus is always the answer. The healthiest, happiest person is
Jesus. And it's true. The reason He was the healthiest and the happiest is because the Father
was everything to Him. He lived life with the Father. He moved in the Father and yes, He's God
but He's also a human being.

He shows us the way human beings are made. He shows us the way human beings find
happiness, joy, and contentment. It is in relationship with the Father. When that relationship with
the Father takes place, when we start to walk with Him, live with him and enjoy him, we forget
about ourselves. We stop thinking about, "I wonder how I'm doing? I wonder if I'm happy?"

You start to see other people for who they really are and then you start to give your life away to
them. You serve them and you care for them. You live for their care. When you live loving the
Father who is life and you live caring for people by the strength of God's presence in you, you're
happy and you're healthy. It's not because you tried to make yourself happy. It's not because
you tried to make yourself healthy. It's because you're living in a relationship with God who is life
itself.
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It is also because we're made for this. We're designed by our Creator to be like this... to live in
relationship with Him and to live as a result, in relationship with each other. When we do it...
well, there could be a struggle. There are times that are hard, but is it ever wonderful! It's a
delight to live in relationship with God and to rest in His arms. It's a delight to have the Holy
Spirit living in us, when we put our trust in Jesus, who's paid for our sin in full.

So the wages of sin is death. I want to point out something really important for that. As Paul was
writing that, he's talking about a wage, something that's earned, something that is deserved
because of the way our lives are lived. The wages of sin is death. It is separation from God. It is
being stuck in living for "me", chasing after something that can't be arrived at in the way I'm
doing it. We need to understand what sin is. We think of sin as rules and regulations. "If you
keep the rules, you're good. If you don't keep the rules, you're in big trouble." We think of it in
those terms.

But Scripture doesn't think of it in those terms. It thinks of it in terms of relationship with the
living God, and walking in holiness and purity. It thinks of it in terms of being so close to God
that you become like God, who is your Father, being filled with the Holy Spirit and having His life
flow through you. It's not a matter of rules and regulations and trying to keep the rules and trying
not to do the things that are destructive. It's a matter of living.

So we have this problem where we're stuck in thinking about a hierarchy of things that are really
bad that we shouldn't do and things that are not so bad that, "Well, I can do them. It's not so
bad. So it's alright," and of trying to be a good person, which is just plain hard work. We think to
ourselves, "Try harder, be better, be nicer." We think to ourselves, "Man. I know that I did some
selfish stuff, but I'm not as bad as that person. I didn't do that stuff." All of Scripture is showing
us with clarity what kills our hearts. So stay away from it. But it is a wage. We think to ourselves,
"If God doesn't see me do a thing or if God forgives me, then I'm good."

But we missed the whole point of it. We think that sexual immorality is really bad. Okay, it is. But
we think that acquiring stuff isn't really bad. In Colossians 3:8, Paul says, "... rid yourselves of
all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips." Earlier
he says, "Take off sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed, which is idolatry." He
says that greed is idol worship. The reason he says it is because greed is all about putting our
trust in stuff. It's trying to get more and more things.

We read about the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. But when you go into the book of Ezekiel,
Ezekial, with God talking, talks about the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. What's listed in Ezekiel
for them is that they didn't share. They didn't care for the poor. They didn't look out for the needs
of others. Why doesn't it talk about sexual immorality in that passage? It's because everything
kills. Stuff we think is okay and stuff we don't think is okay. It's all deadly. It's all about "me." It's
all about me trying to satisfy myself. It's a wage.
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So we think of judgment from God as God being really angry. That He's going to make us pay
for our sin. When in reality, sin kills. It is sin that destroys. It is self centeredness that destroys
and separates us from life. When God judges people, all He is doing is removing a protection
that is over us most of the time and allowing sin to have its full result. The wages of sin is death.
It's not that God's mad and angry. The wrath of God has to do with the fact that sin kills people.

He allows it to do what we want it to do. He allows it to do what we have earned for ourselves.
But the gift of God is not a wage. It's a gift. You can't earn it. You can receive it but you can't
earn it. This is good news because Jesus carrying that cross takes the weight of my sin and my
selfishness on Himself and He pays for it in full with His death for me. Then He gives me
forgiveness and He gives me His righteousness. When I put my trust in Him, He makes my
heart new. He enables me to become a child of the King.

Where God is my daddy as well as my Lord. Where He is the one I worship and He is on the
throne, and I give Him glory for everything I am and do. At the very same time, He puts His arms
around me and welcomes me. And I'm home. Home. I'm home when I belong to Him and it's a
gift to be received. Not a wage. And now there's a whole new economy that starts to go into
place with what Jesus has done for us. It's good news. We need God's Word so that we know
how to navigate in a gray world. We need God's Word so we meet the Living Word, Jesus Christ
our Lord, and enter a living relationship with Him and walk with Him and come home.

In October of 2016, we had eight days of a revival conference. For those of you who were here,
you remember it. You may remember the taste that was involved in it. It was like Josiah working
with Israel. It was a call for people to turn away from the things that destroy, a call for us to
humble ourselves and to invite the work of the Holy Spirit in us to point out the things that we
need to get rid of. The junk that's been accumulated in this temple.

To get rid of things like anger towards one another, bitterness, to get rid of things like being self
centered, to get rid of things like pornography, rid of things like broken relationships. To get rid of
things like not caring for our community. To get rid of my not allowing God to be my joy and my
delight in my life.

It was hard in some ways, but so joyful to see people being restored. Coming to new life again.
Not born again, but being revived, walking with God and knowing that walking with Him is
everything in its life. Being set free from having to serve self. It was so delightful to hear people
stand up and talk about things being repaired in their lives.
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Sin is like digging a hole. When you first start into an area of sin, it's usually because you're
looking for something, wanting to have satisfaction, or maybe just relief from something. Maybe
it's the band aids that Pastor John was putting on the globe last week. You do whatever it is and
maybe the first time, it brings relief. But then the next time, you don't get as much relief. After a
while, you find that you're just doing it because it worked once.

It's promising health, but you don't get there. The enemy of our souls tells us, "The reason
you're not finding relief is because you're not trying hard enough, you're not digging deep
enough. Dig the hole deeper. That will make you feel better." And so as the hole gets deeper
and deeper, it's harder to get out of it. It's deadly, it's mucky, it stinks. When you find yourself in a
deep hole, stop digging. It's probably a good idea even to get out of the hole.

Getting out of the hole is just getting rid of the stuff that doesn't work. Where's the stuff that does
work? Where is the wonder and the joy of walking with our God? Well, it's found in first of all,
being like our father David, who is a man after God's own heart. Discovering that God Himself is
good, discovering that He loves us more than we've ever thought possible. In fact, we need
revelation from the Holy Spirit to start to get into that, to begin the process, and to rest. Start to
find out that God knows us exactly as we are and He loves us.

He's not trying to control us. He's not trying to make us do things. He is inviting us into life,
holiness, righteous living, selfless living. It's filled with joy and wonder. If you choose to have
God filling your heart and walking with Him, and then you choose to no longer try to defend
yourself or to see, "what's in it for me" but to live for others, suddenly you find, "Huh, I'm happy.
I'm starting to gain health and peace through the Spirit. Joy, kindness, goodness." They're not
just words. They are life itself with the life of God living in us.
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This is a picture of a quarry from the beginning of the 20th century.

It's a hole that got dug. After a while, they got all of the stuff out of the quarry that they wanted,
but the whole ugly hole was still there. When you realize that digging the hole deeper isn't going
to do you any good, stop digging and get out of the hole. But if you go on further from simply
leaving the hole to discover what can be done, when you give your heart to the one who is the
center of everything and you invite Him to live in you and through you, you have the Holy Spirit
helping you and strengthening you. Your eyes get open so you start to see what life is about.
You choose to go for relationships with others, to serve, to care, to help, to build, to bring
healing and restoration and restore. Then something amazing begins to happen. Instead of just
leaving the hole, which was a good idea, something more starts to develop.

This is that hope. It's on Vancouver Island - Butchart Gardens.
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What you saw in the earlier picture, which was black and white because they didn't have color
pictures, but if it had been in color, it would look just about the same, the family decided it was
an eyesore. Why don't we restore it? Why don't we start to bring life, beauty, and refreshment to
other people as well as to ourselves with what was just a dead empty hole."

I told you I was going to talk about good news. The good news is that when we walk with God
and when we let His Word live in us so that it's living and active, we stop being people who obey
rules. We start being people who live righteousness. We live in holiness. Yes, the rules are
obeyed because that's what holiness is but we stop being people who are asking the question,
"How can I make myself happy?"

Instead we delight in God. If you delight in God, He'll give you the desires of your heart because
He's your desire. Then it will give you healing. It will give you restoration. It will give you the joy
of having that grace that Pastor John was talking about, now pouring through you so you can
extend grace to others.

I'm here to tell you - I've got a long ways to go in this journey but I've started the journey - I know
that there is refreshment. What have been holes, get filled in. What has been lifeless becomes
filled with life. Our God is alive and every one of us who is in Him is also alive. So receive it.
Receive it. Invite Jesus into your heart if you don't have Him there. If you do, trust God. Trust
Him enough to say, "No, I'm not going to stay stuck in that place anymore. I'm not going to live
my life to try to get people to please me. I'm going to live my life to delight in God and have His
life flow through me to others." Blossom, flourish, let the life Christ flow through you so that you
live in the good news and let people all around us get it as well.

Let's pray together. God our Father, we thank You that You are the Creator and sustainer of
everything. We thank You that in this broken world, you have not left it to itself. You've entered it
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in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord. In entering it, in paying for the sin of the world, and
showing us how we're made and how to live, You have not made the world do anything it
doesn't want to do. Instead, you've invited the world to come to freedom, wholeness, joy, and to
be truly alive with You, to live with You forever because You are life itself. Hear our prayer.
Jesus, be our Lord. We pray that in your name, Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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