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Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3-25
Sermon: God’s Love Calls for a Response

Good morning. It is a beautiful day out today. A little bit of snow fell over the last couple days.
We knew it was coming yet I think we were kind of surprised at how much actually came.
Yesterday, some of us spent our days shoveling driveways and then the street plow cloud
comes by and we shovel it again. Some of us may have spent yesterday building a snowman.
For those of you who have forgotten, yes, I am collecting pictures of snowmen. So if you're not
doing anything this afternoon and you're thinking, "Hey, great afternoon to build one because
there's snow out there," that's not a problem today. So we'd invite you to take part and build a
snowman. We'll be showing them when the snow is finished, and then we'll incorporate that into
our service some time. I did receive one yesterday. So someone was thinking about that.

Let's transition here for a moment. Today the message will culminate at the Lord's table where
we have the body of Christ and the blood of Christ. In the video which we saw earlier, it said that
we are welcome to come to the table and experience the Father's love there. Whether you are
here or whether you are online watching, we invite you to come to the table. We come as a
response to God's love.

1



Today, we're going to be looking at 1 Peter. I invite you to turn to that passage. We've been in
Peter already a little bit over the past few weeks but today we're going to spend some time
looking at 1 Peter 1:3-25. One of the themes in this chapter that comes out is this theme of
Christ's death and resurrection. That we have been bought with the body and the blood of
Christ.

So as we go into this passage, we need to remember that and think about that going forward.
And in response, we are invited to the table afterwards. We're going to begin at the line just
before verse three, which talks about being, "... obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his
blood. Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you
are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 10 Concerning this
salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and
with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that
would follow.

12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of
the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 13 Therefore, with
minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus
Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you
had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you
do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as
foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was
chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your
faith and hope are in God.
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22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for
each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For,
“All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and
the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was
preached to you.

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank you for all that you've given us. Lord, we thank you for
your love and for your grace. Lord, we thank You for Your Word which speaks power to us,
which tells us of your resurrection and gives us hope to live for you in all that we do. Lord, we
pray that the word spoken may be your words and that our hearts may be open to hear and to
be molded by You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

1 Peter is written by the Apostle Peter to a group of Christians who are suffering. We have read
in 1 Peter 1:6, "In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials." Peter is writing to people who are being killed for their faith. And
Peter is saying to them, "There is within scripture, a hope that goes way beyond anything that
you have to endure."

In today's world, we think, "Well, we really don't have to die for our faith." But maybe there are
some things that we need to give up that we might not be willing to give up. Say, our image or
reputation, our friendships, our comrades at work. Are we willing to say, "I am going to put my
faith in God and my hope in Him in all that I do, even if others may disagree with me.

In 1 Peter 1:3, it starts with a benediction, "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, For us at Living Hope Church, that is an important verse. It is the
verse in which we try to live out all the time. But what does it mean to have a living hope? And
what is that hope in?

Throughout the Christian world, there has been throughout history, since the Last Supper, the
coming together at the table as we will today. When we come together at the table, it's an
invitation where God says, "I invite you to accept this new birth that I give you." But also
throughout history, there has been a symbol of hope and that symbol of hope has been an
anchor.
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It is the thing which supports us and holds us steady even when life turmoil may cause trouble
on the seas. The anchor's purpose is to hold the boat in place when it is buffeted. When the
winds are pushing it away from where it needs to be, an anchor is what holds it in place. So
when we say we have an anchor, when we say we have a hope in Christ, it is an anchor which
is firm and in place. But the anchor is not something like this, [pointing at the anchor] which is in
many ways a perishable piece. The anchor is in a living being. Our hope comes from God. Our
hope is not in something which as we often say, "We hope this happens" when we have no
control of it. But we say that we have a living hope, that we have a hope in Christ.

RC Sproul says it this way, "Hope is not taking a deep breath and hoping things are going to
turn out alright. It is assurance that God is going to do what He says He will do. Hope is faith as
it looks forward."

So when we say we have a living hope, we are saying that we are going to put our lives in the
place where no matter what happens, we hold on to Christ. Because we know that Christ holds
on to us. In 1 Peter 1:4 it says that there is an "inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade."
Other translations, instead of the aspect of spoil or never perish, have the terms "incorruptible"
and "undefiled." They cannot decay. They cannot be spoiled. The term here is way beyond the
aspect of, "It will never go away." We know the inheritance which Christ has for us when he
said, "I am going to prepare a place for you." It is not just that it is a place that he is going to
repair that will last forever, but it is a place specific for you. It is a place that cannot be taken
from anything.

People in the Old Testament received an inheritance from God, the land of Canaan. Each
person in each family was given a section of land and that land was yours. You would pass it on
from father to son to grandson, and all the way down the line. That piece of property was there
and it was yours. But we know from the Old Testament that there were many times when
neighboring countries came in and overthrew the Israelites.
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They took that property and sometimes they would get it back, but many times they didn't. And
what Peter is saying here is, "The inheritance we have is not one which can be stolen. It's not
one that can be taken from anything. It is reserved for you."

How many of you have made reservations for camping this summer? Or are going to be doing
that? Or how many of you have ever made a reservation? Right? Why do you make
reservations? You make reservations because you want to know for sure that it's there when
you get there. Right? If there's a busy restaurant and you make a reservation, it feels kind of
good, doesn't it? To just have to walk in front of the line going,"I've got a reservation for right
now. I don't have to wait in line. Here it is. I know I've got a table setting ready for me." You
make a reservation because you know that when you get there, it's going to be there.

If any of you ever had it when you've made a reservation for some place and you get there and
all of a sudden someone else has it, isn't that annoying? Because here you think you've made a
plan and something happened and you get, "Oh, I'm sorry, we double booked." But Peter says,
"You have an inheritance which is incorruptible. An inheritance that can never perish. It will
never be taken away from you. It will never spoil. As the second verse says, "It won't diminish at
all. Its value will always be there and it will never fade. The glory of it will always be there."

Maybe some of you in your camping days or you go to a hotel or resort, when you get there that
first day, it's like, "Oh man, this is going to be great." By the end of two weeks, you're like, "Yeah,
this has been good but I'm ready to go home." Right? It's been raining or whatever.

But our inheritance will each day be, "Wow. I can't believe I'm here. This is amazing. Being in
the presence of God and celebrating his glory." So that's the inheritance which is kept for us.
In verse five, it says, "... who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time." God is keeping the inheritance for us.
God is keeping us for that inheritance. And where does that faith come from? That faith comes
in our hope. That faith comes in knowing that there is an anchor there which never leaves.

In Hebrews 6:17-19, "Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very
clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by
two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold
of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure." We have a hope which is there for us to live with.

So Peter begins this passage by saying, "You have this hope." Now, how do you respond to
that? We will at the end celebrate this communion in which God says, "I give you my body and I
give you my blood so that you can have life. So that you can have hope in something that does
not die or perish or become incorruptible. It is there." So how do we respond to that? [Oliver
cries in the congregation.] We respond that way. [Congregation laughs.] We should all be
saying, "Hallelujah!" I'm not sure that's the exact words Oliver has given me right now. But we
should be responding with a sense of, "This is something which is life transforming." And we
need to respond.
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So we're going to jump down to 1 Peter 1:13. "Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully
sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his
coming." With minds that are alert and fully sober. Maybe we should have everybody stand up
so that right now your mind is fully alert. We're hoping that you're fully sober. [Laughing from the
congregation.] But here's the point. Peter is saying, "This is not something which will just
happen by osmosis. This is something that we need to be intentional about."

This week, as I was going for a walk - I walked out on a path and then I walked back. On the
way out, I heard a woodpecker. I love birds. I wish I knew more about birds. But I could pick out
a woodpecker. I heard this woodpecker and as I was getting closer to where the woodpecker
was, there he was on a telephone pole, pounding away, trying everything to do what he can to
get some life for himself and sustenance. I kept walking after I took a picture. I came back 20
minutes later. The woodpecker had not moved. He was still pounding. And my thought was, "A
woodpecker has been there for over 20 minutes pounding away at this piece of wood to get
sustenance. How long do I spend meditating and pounding away at a piece of scripture, to get
life and to get sustenance from God?" If I really want to set my hope on the grace of God and if I
want to really know what that hope is, then I need to be in the Word.

As it says at the end of 1 Peter 1:23, " For you have been born again, not of perishable seed,
but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. "That is how we get life. If we
want to grow in our hope, we need to be in the Word. We need to be pounding away at it like
that woodpecker was. Digging deep to understand those gems and sources of life that God has
for us there. So Peter says, "First of all, you need to set your hope on the grace that comes from
God." And then notice that Peter calls them obedient children in 1 Peter 1:14. These are people
who have been adopted into the family of God, and they call God, "Father." That concept is
important to remember as we go further because Peter talks about God as Father and what
does that mean?

Then he says, 1 Peter 1:15-16, "But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;
for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” And you'll notice on the bottom, if you look at your
footnotes there, that comes from Leviticus. We read that piece, which says, "I am the LORD,
who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy." This
idea of holiness. What does it mean to be holy? The term means to be different, to set yourself
apart from the world, to live in a way in which you are living as God has told you to live. So God
says, "Be holy."

And we go, "Well, you may remember, I'm a sinner, therefore I can't be holy." And God says,
"I'm sorry, but that's no excuse." You have been born again in Christ. So you can't just say,
"Well, I'll do my best." God is saying, "You are being called to be different, to set yourselves
apart. To live holy lives." Remember, He's talking to people who are being tortured and killed
who are given the option, "Do you trust in God or not? And if you say you do, we will kill you."
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I once heard someone talk about this passage and they said, "You can imagine - they didn't
have email back then - the notifications going back and forth and common language would be,
"Yeah, I'm sorry to hear that your sister got killed last week for her faith and that your brother's in
prison because he proclaims the name of God." And a response would be something similar. So
Peter is writing to these people saying, "Be holy" in a place in which it would be very easy for
them to live as the world lives. In a place in which it would be very easy for them to say, "Well,
you know what? It's a matter of life and death so I'm going to kind of blend in a little." Peter says
to them, "Be holy. Set yourself apart for God. Live your life as God would live." And the only
way you can do that is to be connected to the anchor. To, "Set your hope on the grace to be
brought to you in Christ Jesus." When that is your place of hope, you can go and be holy.

But how do you know it to be holy? You spend time in the Word. You spend time looking at,
"What does God want you to do?" Our will needs to become what God's will is. That the way we
think about things becomes the way God thinks. The way we see people becomes the way God
sees people. And we can do that when we are intentional about being holy.

But there is a third command which Peter gives. He first says, "Set yourselves on the hope."
The second command is to be holy. The third command comes in 1 Peter 1:17. "Since you call
on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in
reverent fear." Remember Jesus said when he came, he came in grace and truth? There are
times in our world where we love the grace part. But we're not always so happy to hear the truth
part. It said just before this to be holy as God is holy. God is perfectly righteous. God is our
Father. But God is also an impartial judge.

I don't know about you, but I know when I was a kid, There were times when you're thinking
about doing something and you're thinking, "I think I could do this and just ask for forgiveness
later." Or, "I bet if I did this, my dad will never find out and I'll be okay." Peter here is saying, "You
need to remember, God sees everything." God doesn't appreciate an idea or a way of thinking in
which you go, "You know what, God? I know you love me so I'm just going to do my thing for a
while, and then you'll forgive me afterwards." God says, "We need to live our lives - in some
ways - in absolute fear of meeting the judge, so that when I think about doing something and I
think about, "How would a judge do this, or respond to this?" My reaction is not, "Oh, maybe I
can get away with it." My reaction is, "No, I'm going to do as I am committed to do."

2 Corinthians 10:5-6, "We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we
will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete." When we
talk about living and being holy, there is that balance of, "Yes, I'm going to live my life as holy as
I can," but there is also a reverent and healthy fear, knowing that our Father, who loves us and
who invites us to the table, is also an impartial judge. Thankfully, we have Christ, who has died
and has paid for us, but we should never take that for granted. That should never be a, "Hey, I'm
covered in blood. I'm fine." Yes, you are covered in blood. Yes, you are fine in the sense of that
because you have an inheritance which cannot be taken away.
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But it is not something that is to be taken lightly. It is something that we need to make sure that
we understand the holiness of God and we do not allow ourselves to a place in which we say,
"Oh, this is okay."

Matthew 7:21-23, which is part of the Sermon on the Mount, just after Jesus talks about a
number of things that you shouldn't do, He then says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and
in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’"

Peter here is saying, "I've been with Jesus. I know how Jesus thinks and I know that Jesus
wants your heart." And I think one of the things which has happened within church history is that
this concept of being holy and this concept of living fear has led to moralism, not to a healthy
relationship with Christ. And that's what Jesus is talking about. "I don't want people who just
kind of go through the motions." Jesus is saying, "I want your heart and I want you to live in that
place of truth and grace. I want you to live in that place of reverent fear for the Father, but also
in that abounding love that He gives you, and in that hope that I have come and I am preparing
a place for you in heaven, which is beyond your imagination." It is an inheritance which cannot
be taken away.

Now we're going to jump down just a little bit further to 1 Peter 1:22. It says, "Now that you have
purified yourselves..." So, we have now talked about, "Here are things that I am doing to make
myself holy. Here's how I am setting my hope in Christ. Here's how I am living in the balance of
knowing that hope and the grace which I have received, and yet understanding that God is a
holy and righteous God, and we never need to take that for granted or to lessen that aspect of
God."

But then he says this in 1 Peter 1:22, "Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart."
When you live your life in a life which depends on the hope of Christ, in a life in which you say, "I
am going to do all I can to be holy." In a life which says, "I'm going to understand God's
reverence, and his holiness, and live out of gratitude that this Holy God has called me as one of
his children," my natural response then should be to love each other.

And when it says, "... so that you have sincere love for each other," the first love there, the love
for each other is the phileo (naturally occuring/unforced) love, the brotherly love, the love for
those around us.

But then Peter says, "It's not just that. It is, "Love each other. Love one another deeply from the
heart." That is agape love. The love which God has for us. We are to extend that love to each
other. So this morning, Peter is inviting us to a place in which we say, "How do I love my
neighbor as God loves me? How do I live my life in a way which demonstrates my love for
God?" We talk about Christ dying on the cross and we talk about that as God's love.
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And God's love for us says, "I love you so much that I am willing to stand up and be crucified
because it is loving the Father." Peter is speaking to people who are being crucified for loving
the Father.

In fact, it is told in history that Peter was also crucified. And when he was crucified, he asked to
be crucified upside down because he did not want to be crucified the same as Jesus. And today
Peter is saying to us, "Jesus gave up his life for you because He loves you." Are you willing to
give up your life and your desires that you had before you were born again? For him? Because
you love him? As I said before, not out of duty or out of moralism but because you have a deep
love for Him. Jesus says to us, I have bled for you. I have broken my body for you. And I invite
you to the table. I invite you to come to the table to participate in this meal.

I invite the servers and the musicians to come on forward and we are going to take some time to
enjoy the feast which Christ has prepared for us. Christ says to us, "I invite you to live your life
on the hope that I give you." When Jesus was with his disciples on that night, he said to them,
knowing that Judas would betray Him and that Peter would deny him, "I love you, I call you to be
holy, and I call you to a place in which you participate in my death and resurrection. Because I
love you so much, my body is broken for you." And then taking that bread, he gave it to the
disciples and He said to them, "This is My body which I have given for you." And afterwards, he
took the cup and he said, "This is my blood which I have poured out for you so that you may be
part of the family."

So as we hand out the bread, I'm going to ask you as we sing a song to think about that as well.
What does it mean to live for God and to accept Christ's gift for you?

[The elders hand out the bread to the congregation.]

Christ died for you.

Before we eat together, let us take a moment and in reverent fear, come before our Father in a
time of confession. In a time in which we say to our Father, "This is an area in which I have not
been holy and I thank you that Christ died for me. But I come with a repentant heart and ask for
your forgiveness."

Jesus says to us today, "My body was broken for you. Take it, eat it. Be assured of a complete
remission for all your sins."

[The congregation eats the bread.]

[Elders pass out the juice to the congregation.]
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As you hold your cup, I invite you to pause for a moment and think about the places in your life
and in my life where I have put my hope in something other than Christ, where I have thought
that Christ is not enough and I put my hope somewhere else. Take time to come to the Father
and repent from putting my hope in someone else and ask. Today may be a day in which our
total hope, our full hope rests in Christ.

Jesus says to us today, "My love for you was shed on a cross. I invite you to the table. I invite
you to abandon all hope that is not in me. I assure you that if you put your hope in me that your
hope and your life will be preserved for eternity, with an inheritance that is incorruptible, that is
imperishable, and will never fade." Drink it and remember that Jesus died for you and the
complete remission of all your sins. And gives you a living hope.

[The congregation drinks the juice.]

Jesus says to us that He gives us a living hope. And that hope is given to us in the Word in
which we need to be in and that hope is given in a way in which we are blessed. So I invite you
to stand and to receive a blessing from God.

[The congregation stands.]

The blessing which Peter began - and I will follow with a blessing from Jude too - which Peter
says to you, "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In His great mercy, He
has given us new birth into a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. And this inheritance is kept in
heaven for you." And then he says, "Unto Him, Jesus, who is able to keep you from stumbling,
and to present you before his glorious presence, without faults and great joy, to the only God our
Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority through Jesus Christ our Lord who died for us,
and gives us living hope, before all ages now and forevermore. Amen.

And how do we get deeper in our living hope and strengthen it? By being in the Word and by
being with each other. One of the things that we do here at Living Hope is we have Connect
Groups. We invite everyone to be part of a Connect Group, a group in which we can be in the
Word together, where we can study the Word together, where we can deepen our faith together.
We encourage you to become part of a Connect Group.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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