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Good morning, everyone. It is good to be here again this morning. God did an amazing thing
this morning in that He reminded us of the season of Lent. Lent is all about Christ coming to die
for us and to be raised again from the dead. One of the things that we say is that our sins are
washed, white as snow. This morning, we got to witness again the beauty of a white covering.
The beauty of a white covering which covers all the dirt that we saw over the last week as it's
been melting, and today we're going to look at that reality. That reality of God loving us, and how
we then live in a world which has a lot of dirt in it. That's the reality of where we live. So today,
we're going to look at 1 Peter 4.

We've been in the book of Peter for a little while already. Today, we are looking at this aspect of
love, and how to love each other. So we're going to build into that piece of the reality of where
we live within the world, and then the question which we'll ask ourselves is, "What is our
greatest love? What do we really want?"

So I invite you to follow along as we read 1 Peter 4:1-19. It says this, “Therefore, since Christ
suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the
body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human
desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what
pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable
idolatry.

They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse
on you. But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.
For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they
might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God
in regard to the spirit.

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
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If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in as much as you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a
meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear
that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us,
what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, “If it is hard for the
righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” So then, those who
suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to
do good.

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank You for the reading of your Word. Lord, we know that
sometimes there are difficult things to hear. But mostly, Lord, we know that this Word is Your
word of love, and calling us to live in a way in which we are also to love, as You love. Lord, I
pray that the words that I speak may be Your words and that nothing from me may come out
and that You will open our hearts and our ears to hear You. May all the glory and praise be to
You forever and ever. We can say this, Lord, because You first loved us that we can now love
You and others. In Jesus' name. Amen.

As we read through 1 Peter, it may seem a little bit odd as we went through it that there is this
piece in the middle which says, "To him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen." And you're
thinking, "Hey, that's a benediction. That's a closing. Why are you closing, and then it goes back
to something which you talked about at the beginning?" In typical Jewish thinking, the climax of
any story happens in the middle. If you read through the Gospels, we end up with the climax of
Christ's death and resurrection at the end of it. But the climax of Christ's teaching usually ends
up in the middle of the gospel, where He's done his teaching. And then the last part is the road
to the cross to finish off what He has been teaching about.

So in today's chapter, we're going to look at the first and the last part. Together at first, and then
we will come to the section which is 1 Peter 4:7-11. Peter begins with this concept of, "Since
Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves." If we go to 1 Peter 4:12, it says, "Dear friends, do
not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you... " In many ways, Peter is
saying the same thing. He is saying, "Folks, don't be shocked when the world does not agree
with who you are." We, in North America, have been blessed for the last number of years to live
in a place in which it has been, in some ways, very profitable to be a Christian. It's been very
much accepted. We have created a lifestyle in which we just think that the norm is that people
will enjoy the aspect of Christianity.
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Over the last few years, we have seen more and more how that is not the case. And Peter is
saying, "You should not be surprised at that." In fact, if you look throughout all of history, and
throughout the entire world, Christianity is not something in which most people say, "Yes, that is
what we want to do." In fact, Christians for 1000's of years, and throughout many parts within
the world now, are being persecuted for their faith. Peter is saying, "You should not be
surprised." Jesus, a Jew who came to the Jews was also not accepted. Jesus suffered for His
faith. Jesus lived in a world in which He was constantly tormented and not spoken of well,
eventually to the point where they crucified Him.

So Peter is saying, "Brothers and sisters, if Jesus suffered that way, then you should not be
surprised to deal with suffering that way as well." In fact, he goes on to say in 1 Peter 4:1-2, "...
the body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil
human desires, but rather for the will of God. "

When we become born again, there is a transformation within our thinking. That transformation
has to be a transformation into thinking about a kingdom which is not of this world, but which is
of the world to come. Our lives now need to be thinking forward to that point. For many of us, we
think, "Okay, we are saving up for the time of retirement. Then we can spend what we have
saved." Well, maybe we should think a little bit differently. Maybe we don't save for the time of
retirement so that we have a nest egg that we can use and enjoy life. Maybe what we need to
say is, "What are we putting away for eternity? What are we saving for in the heavenly realms?
What are we putting away that we can experience for all eternity as our inheritance?" What are
we doing now on earth?

To prepare for that and what Peter is saying is, "When you become a Christian, you put away all
the things that the world says, "Hey, this is good." And you live your life a different way. You live
your life, as Mike (Broersma) said in Galatians 5 where it talks about the fruit of the Spirit. You
live your life that way. How do you do that? Peter says at the beginning, you arm yourselves.

In Ephesians 6:11-18, it says, "Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the
day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,
to stand.

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel
of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
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That is very similar to what Peter is saying where he says in the last piece here in 1 Peter 4:7,
"Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray." One of the ways to armor yourself
is the aspect of prayer. But notice what it says just before that. "... be of sober mind so that you
can pray." All of the things that Peter is telling us to put off are things that create barriers
between us and God, which make it difficult for us to pray, make it difficult for us to hear God. So
Peter, in this first piece, is talking about how you live in the reality of the world. Are you able to
say, "I am going to stand up for what I believe in?"

Romans 1:16 says, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile." In 2 Timothy
1:12, it says, "That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I
know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to
him until that day. So Peter says, "People of God, you need to expect people to ridicule you for
your faith, and you need to not be ashamed of it. Don't back down. Because (as he says in
Timothy I am convinced and I know who keeps my path straight. I am convinced and I know
who died on the cross for me."

But here's the kicker. Oftentimes within our world, when something doesn't go our way or when
people start ridiculing us or mocking us, the first response naturally is to defend or to fight back.
When you look at the world and people say "Oh, you know, if you don't agree with me, well, I'm
gonna make you agree with me. You have to agree with me." Peter says, "Here's where the
difference is. You have to not be ashamed. You have to not be surprised when people ridicule
you, but you do not respond the same way the world responds."

That's where we get in 1 Peter 4:7. It says, " The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert
and of sober mind so that you may pray." And in 1 Peter 4:8, it says, "Above all, love each other
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins." Now, when we talk about love covering a
multitude of sins, we often think, "Well, what we do is we just say, 'Oh, I just love you. We'll just
let it go.'" That's not what Peter is saying about love covering a multitude of sins. For example,
we'll just pretend here that these are my sins.
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You love me. And we cover our sins up.

Does it do anything for my sin? No, it doesn't. It doesn't change me. It doesn't change who I am.
It's just there. So when we say, "Love covers a multitude of sins," it's not about us. It's not about
the love that we are extending to other people. When we talk about how love covers a multitude
of sins, what we're saying is, "Let me introduce you to the love of Christ. Let me show you how
Christ loves. Let me extend Christ's love to you." And when you are overtaken by the love of
Christ and how He lives, [Pastor John puts the cross on top of the “SINS” stick.]
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He will cover your sins and He will remove them and they will be gone.

But it's not up to us.

That's where we go with Lent. Lent is saying to people, "Let me introduce you to Christ because
Christ covers a multitude of sins." In that space, we can love others.

If you flip over a couple of pages in your bible and get to 1 John 4:7-12... “Dear friends, let us
love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us.”
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Then jump down to 1 John 4:16, "And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God..." 1 John 4:20-21, "For whoever does not love their
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he
has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 1
John 5:1-5, "Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who
loves the father loves his child as well.

This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his
commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God."

We read in 1 John 4 & 5 about how love takes that place. But love comes from God and love
also lives in the commands of God. When we live in the commands of God, we will be ridiculed
by the world. But when we don't react the way the world does, when we show them the love of
God and how God has saved us, then they too are introduced to the love of God. So as we look
at how we do that, we go back to 1 Peter 4, where it says that love covers a multitude of sins.

Then in 1 Peter 4:9, it says, "Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling." The key word
is, "without." I know, you thought I was going to say, "grumbling." Didn't you? When we offer
hospitality, it is a gift. It is a way in which we demonstrate what John just said in 1 John 4, where
it's about loving each other. That's what hospitality is. Now we have to be honest with ourselves.
Some people have the gift of hospitality and it just flows through them.

They love having people over and they are super hospitable. It is just a gift that they love to
share. Others of us, not so much. For some of us, it's like, "Oh man, this is hard work." Not
because I don't like those people. Not because I have anything against them. It's just hard work
because it's not who I am naturally. I like being by myself. I enjoy dinner by myself or just with
my family.

But here's what Peter is saying, "You have people within your neighborhood who need to hear
about the love of Christ. How can you be hospitable to them?" How can you joyfully be
hospitable to your neighbor without saying, "Okay, this is my duty. I gotta do this."

A few weeks ago when we had that snow dump, it was amazing to watch people within the
neighborhood going around to help other people shovel driveways. That was an act of
hospitality. What are things that you can do within your neighborhood to be an act of hospitality?
Maybe it's saying, "Hi," to people as they walk by your house. What are things that you can do
to be hospitable?

We didn't go through 1 Peter 3, but I want you to look back at 1 Peter 3:15-16. It says this, "But
in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
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But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander."

That's what Peter's talking about. Peter is talking about how to be hospitable to your neighbor.
How do you be hospitable to people who are not agreeing with you or to people who may be
angry at you? How can you be hospitable in return? So at the end of the day, they go, "Hold on.
This wasn't what I expected. There is something different here. There is something different in
that person in the way they do life and in the way they deal with the criticism. There is
something different, and I want to know what that is because it is beautiful." It may be painful for
you at the time. Well, Christ went through the greatest pain. And we saw what Paul said to
Timothy. He says, "I'm convinced. It doesn't matter what happens. Christ is going to hold me."

So Peter says, "How can you show love, even when you're being ridiculed? Even when you're
being mistreated? Even when you're being denied things that you think, "Hold on. This is my
right." Jesus says, "The only right you have is to me." Then it says in 1 Peter 4:10, "Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms." It also talks about speaking, and serving and doing it with all your strength.

Within our society, we spend a lot of time talking about what we're able to do and how God has
given us things. Society talks a lot about, "I earned this." Peter says, "I want to remind you today
that everything you have is a gift of God. Everything. For some of us, we talk about spiritual gifts
and we talk about the spiritual gift of praying. God has given us a gift of intercessory prayer.
God says, "I gave you that gift to serve the church and to serve others." We already talked
about hospitality. We could talk about encouragement. About how to encourage each other. But
there are other spiritual gifts.

As I was reminded this week, there is the gift of finance. Some of us have been blessed with the
gift of making money. God says, "I bless you with that, with a kingdom vision as well. And how
do you use that to serve my kingdom? It's not just for you." There are people who are very
generous whether it's in finances, or in time, or in other gifts in which they share with other
people. God says, "That is the way you love each other."

What gift have you been given that you can love others by sharing with them? What is it that
you have that you can say, "I have been given this from God and God is inviting me to use it for
His kingdom to share with other people." God has given each of us that.

It says in 1 Peter 4:11, it says, "If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ." God not only gives it to
you, but God also gives you the strength that you need to be able to use it to serve other
people. We talked about the Council and Ingrid (Boonstra) prayed for the Council today. We're
coming up at that time of year again, when we will start to look at what people are going to be
selected in God's leadership of church. Sometimes people coming on Council say, "Well, that's
a stretch. I'm not sure that's going to be there. I'm not sure I'm ready for this."
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We're reminded here by Peter that says in Peter 4:11, "They should do so with the strength that
God provides." I would dare say that when you talk to Council members when they retire their
first term, (and then they can come back later again) many of them will say, "It is by the grace of
God and it is through God's strength that I was able to do what God has called me to do." God
gives you the strength for that. In Galatians 6:2, it says, "Carry each other’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ." God says to us today, "I have given you something and I
invite you to share it with my kingdom. I invite you to share it with my kingdom and the reward
will be yours."

But remember, we're not saving for a pension for the time that we retire. We are saving for an
inheritance in heaven. And we're looking at the spiritual gain of ourselves, and our children, and
our grandchildren, and our great grandchildren. For the next how many generations are here
before the Lord returns. But we're also looking out for our brothers and sisters in the church.
We're also looking out for those in our neighborhood who need to know God and who need to
experience the love of Christ so they too may have their sins taken away.

Last year we did a sermon on 1 Corinthians 13. And that follows the last part of 1 Corinthians
12:31 which says, "And yet I will show you the most excellent way." Many of us received a sheet
here that says, "Love Does." I have put a few more on the table just inside the door (of the
sanctuary.)there. But here's the way we can live. You'll notice that a lot of these "Love Does"
things are in response to when people ridicule you. Love does not get angry. But love moves on.
And I would dare say one of the greatest things against the Christian church right now is our
response. So how do we respond to the ridicule that we should expect? To live in a way of
retaliation or grumbling is, in many ways, to live as a hypocrite to the Christian faith. That's not
what Christ calls us to. If we say we are a follower of Christ, then we need to live as Christ did.

Live in a way which allowed Christ to suffer the ultimate, to suffer death so that we may live.
This week, I was reading from Psalm 40. If you want to flip to it, I'll read a few verses from
Psalm 40. Psalm 40:1-3 says, "I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me
a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will
see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him."

Then we're going to jump down to Psalm 40:8-16. It says, "I desire to do your will, my God;
your law is within my heart.”I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; I do not seal my
lips, Lord, as you know. I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your
faithfulness and your saving help. I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness from the great
assembly. Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; may your love and faithfulness always
protect me. For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot
see.

They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails within me. Be pleased to save me,
Lord; come quickly, Lord, to help me. May all who want to take my life be put to shame and
confusion; may all who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace.
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May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” be appalled at their own shame. But may all who seek
you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who long for your saving help always say, “The Lord
is great!” And as we read in 1 Peter 5:11, "To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen."

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank You that You do not leave us alone. Lord, we thank You
that You are here. Lord, we thank You that You even give us a heads up that we can expect
people not to always agree with us. Lord, for the times that we think we should just have it easy,
forgive us because we know that You suffered a great deal more than we ever do. Lord, give us
the strength and the courage to withstand the suffering. Lord, help us to do it in love and help us
to do it in a way in which we can show others the love of Christ. May we be the church that
loves each other so that You may cover a multitude of sins. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Transcribed by:Liza Perry
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