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Sermon: God’s Love Calls for a Response

Good morning. Before we go to the message, we want to just welcome back into our community
- not that they ever left - but to formally and officially welcome back Shawn and Jenny (Brix) as
part of our church community. They have been part of this community for a long time already.
They took a break for a little bit to allow the community of Living Hope to re-establish itself with a
new minister and who we are in this time. They love this place and they want to be part of it.

So, Shawn has talked with me and with Council about, “How can I be a member here? How can
I be supported by Living Hope and how can I support the ministries of Living Hope?” So I want
to invite Shawn and Jenny to come on up for just a moment and to officially welcome you back
into this community. Jenny said she had a lot to share. But I said we've got a really big service
today. So we're gonna hold back on that one. Not today. But you know how it is with Shawn. You
can't keep the mic out of his hand. So we're going to just allow him to say just a couple words
here.

Shawn: Thank you, John. It is so good to be here and to be able to say thank you for the last
three years really, which is sort of where we've stood in the background for that time. It's been
such a time of transition for me in particular, but for us both. Like you and your families in this
congregation going through COVID, that brought changes in your life. It certainly brought
challenges into the transition I was making into a new ministry. But the prayers and the
friendship and the support from a number of people in this body made that time manageable for
us and we're just so grateful. I'm now grateful to be back here again today and just to formally
be welcomed by you, Pastor John, and by Council. Thank you.

We won't be here a whole lot because my ministry still calls me away often on Sundays. But it's
so good to know and to be grateful for a place where we have roots. Where we have home.
When we walk through the doors, we have that sense that we're home. And that's a good
feeling. And that's the way God intends it. So thank you for being a family to us and for us, and
we look forward to being in serving as part of a family. We're encouraged by Pastor John, we're
excited about Living Hope's mission. And we're grateful to be part of that with you.

Pastor John: Thanks, Shawn and Jenny.
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As we stated this morning, God's love is for the world and it's about sharing God's love with the
world. Over the past few months, we've had a number of people in our congregation who have
gone to other places in the world. I'm going to invite Heather up now for just a moment and
we're going to, as part of our message today, take time to hear about what God is doing in other
parts of the world. We're going to start with Heather. Heather asked to go first because she is
also going to go to the other part of the church and teach Sunday school so she asked to share
first. Thank you, Heather.

Heather: Thanks very much. For those of you who don't know me, my name is Heather
Buschhaus and I'm sharing this morning about how I saw God's transforming love at work in that
adventure. That would be the seventh year that we've gone to the Philippines. There is always
something to learn, and God is always at work.
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Speaking about transformation, I couldn't help thinking about one young man whose name is
Kris. We met him at the Youth With A Mission base where we were stationed at the very
beginning of our time there in January this year. He was preparing to leave after his three
months of discipleship training, and heading off to his three month outreach. Before I met Kris,
though, I heard him over the crowd that meets in the basketball court outdoors. I could hear
classical guitar playing - not too common in that setting - and then it moved into some kind of
heavy metal. Then there was a Christian worship song all played by the same person. But even
more amazing was the voice that accompanied it. And I had to find out, "Who was this person?"

So Siggi and I met Kris. We asked him if we could sit down with him and that he would share his
story because we were going to be praying with the graduates after their commissioning the
next night. So Kris told the story. He had been a troubled kid from very young and spent a lot of
time defending himself on the streets. He was very quick on his feet. He had a parent and he
had siblings, but life was not easy. He felt there was something missing in his life. He always felt
that, he said. But he was very outgoing and funny and talented and so soon he was singing in
bars and living a lifestyle that first led to drug use and then drug selling - all things that he did to
survive. But he also established a legal business of renting out equipment for sound.

But he was struck by the fact that there was still that empty hole. He said he couldn't figure out
what it was that was missing in his life. So his parents said to him, "Enough is enough. We're
ashamed. People are telling us about the things you're doing out there." They asked him to
leave. That put him in another vulnerable situation of being homeless. So he tried calling up
favors from prior clients and other people. And he reconnected with a high school friend. And
that friend's dad was a pastor. The dad said, "Sure, you can ask Kris to come and live with us
for a while." So in that time that Kris spent with that family, he saw God at work in their lives.
God had transformed them. Kris was curious, but still didn't think that God could do anything for
him. He was too far gone.

2013 came along with typhoon Yolanda, and that family like so many others, experienced the
loss of their home and their livelihood. Because on the side, the dad would go fishing. So facing
total loss, Kris was there with the family looking at the rubble, and the pastor saying, "Kris, God
has never failed us yet. He's not going to fail us." And that struck Kris so deeply that he said
eventually, after a few weeks, "What can I do? What does Jesus want from me? What can I do
to know God that way?"

So they instructed him, helped him, and led him to Christ. And that began Kris's journey. That
journey ended, as we said, in Cebu at the Youth With A Mission base after he unloaded all of his
businesses, made amends with people, and asked forgiveness from his parents. And there he
was, that night at the graduation after completing his studies, and heading off to a mission of his
own. God transforms people. By hearing that story, my life is transformed. And I pray that we're
always open to see God's work in others because it gives us hope. If he can do it for them, he
can do it for my son or for my cousin or whoever. Thank you for letting me share. God bless.
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Pastor John: Thank you, Heather.

Today, we are looking at God's love for the world and how that plays out. We're going to do so
by looking at a passage from 1 Peter 2:1-10, and we'll see how the love of God transforms not
only our life, but in transforming our life, God also works through us to transform the lives of
others.

1 Peter 2:1-10 "Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and
slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who
do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy."

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, these are your words. These are the words that you have for us to
be transformed into living stones. To be like you, to be holy, as you've called us to be holy. Lord,
we pray this morning as we hear from your Word and as we hear testimony, as to what you are
doing in the lives of others, and ourselves. Lord, we ask that you will open our ears and our
hearts, that you will mold us to Your will. As a potter molds the clay, may we be molded into the
vessel that you have designed for us to be. In Jesus' name, Amen.

2 Peter 1, as we said as we were reading it, begins with the Word, "therefore." Which reminds
us of what we talked about last week with the aspect of being holy as God is holy. We know that
as sinful people, we are unable to do that. Last week, we said that part of holiness is being set
apart, being different from what the world calls for us to do. And in doing so, what we are doing
is we are trying to create a closer relationship to God. Holiness draws us into a place in which
we can dwell in God's presence, and we understand to a greater degree of what God's will is.
As we live our life and make our choices, our choices then become in line with what God's
choices are. And as this morning we saw in the video, the love for the world, not my world, our
desire and our love for people also becomes God's love for people.
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Heather just shared a story about Kris who was brought into the home of a Christian family and
saw the destruction that happened to that Christian family, and to everybody else in the
neighborhood, and was told of a God who cares for us in all situations.

As the minister was telling Kris, God has been faithful and God is not going to let us down now.
Kris got to see that the minister began to see the world through God's eyes. That this is not too
big for God to handle. And Kris by living with them for a while, he got to experience what God's
love is by watching that family and seeing that love was about something else. That hole that
Kris was missing was filled by Christ.

So 1 Peter 2 continues on his theory of how to be holy. He says that you have to rid yourself of
malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander of every kind. Notice the word before malice. Little
three letter word. "All." All malice, all deceit. All hypocrisy. And here in English, we have it in the
singular. It's actually a plural term, same with envy. So it's not just hypocrisy in one area, but it's
hypocrisy in all areas of our life. It's not just envy of somebody's goods, but it's envy of
everything that you can be envious of.

A person's position or a person's looks, or whatever you want to fill that spot. Peter is saying
that all of these things take away from your relationship with God. Because then you start
looking to others rather than to God to fill that space that only he can fill. And when you realize
that God created you as he did, there is no need to envy someone else. There is no need to be
hypocritical about who we are. When we get to see how God loves each of us, the thought of
malice, this thought of keeping a rage within us to figure out how we can best destroy someone
else, or this aspect of deceit and lying become something where you go, "I can't live with that."
And we become holy.

Peter from there goes to an illustration of stone. Throughout Scripture, stone is often an
illustration. As you may know, Jesus' father, Joseph, was a builder. In Western society, we often
think of building and carpentry as in woodworking, therefore; we have wood. Now for any of you
who have ever been to Israel, especially the area of Nazareth, you will realize that most
buildings there are not built with studs. They're built with rock.

So Jesus and His father were probably often involved in mason building as well. In masonry and
stone and carving, and doing that heavy lifting. So Peter often uses this or scriptures often use a
symbol of rock because the people understood it as a building substance. So here he says that
Jesus is a living stone on which the church is built. He is that cornerstone. That cornerstone
which was rejected by people. So I've got a stone here.
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That cornerstone. When you look at the face of the cornerstone, you think it's just another rock
But as you read further, it says the living stone in verse four, "but chosen by God and precious
to him." And then in verse six it says, "For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone." Here's the reality. The world looks at this and all they see
is the stone. But in reality, when you look at Christ, He is a gem.

Christ is precious and He is what the world really needs. Christ is the one to whom we need to
look. And when we are part of Christ's church, we are part of this building, which it talks about in
verse five. It says, "You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. We become part
of this cornerstone. And this cornerstone is not just for Living Hope. It's not just for
Peterborough. It's for around the world. And as I said earlier, we've had people within our
congregation who have gone out to share this living stone with other people and have witnessed
how God is working in those circumstances, to show how God's living stone is not just
transferring Christ and us in a way, but it is transforming all stones into being living stones.
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And so at this time, I would like to invite Charlie and Connie (Reitsma) and Dennis (Geelen) and
Cindy (Williams) to share a little bit of what they have experienced in their adventures over the
past little bit. Connie and Charlie were working with World Renew DRS, the disaster relief
services. Dennis and Cindy were in Honduras, visiting a village which has children in it. So we
want to hear from them too as to how God is working in those places. So Charlie, we will let you
go first.

Charlie: Good morning. As Pastor John mentioned, Connie and I spent two weeks in Orange,
Texas with World Renew DRS. Orange, Texas is on the east side of Texas just by the Louisiana
border. So it's not your cowboy country but it's bayou country. So it's right by the Gulf of Mexico
and a lot of swamp. So the site that we were at was operating for a number of years already,
dealing with the after effects of primarily hurricane Harvey, which dumped about a meter of
water in that area. It caused severe flooding through the whole county. Now, that was a number
of years ago.

So when we got there, the majority of the damage had been repaired, except with the most
vulnerable, with the poor, for those who didn't have the resources or the support to repair their
homes. So these are the people that DRS have been working alongside with and bringing hope
of them getting reestablished. So in the area, we're known as the Green Shirts. It's kind of neat.
You go to a grocery store and they recognize you as the Green Shirts doing disaster relief work.
So I spent part of my time working at a site where the existing house was so severely damaged
that it was deemed cheaper to demolish and to rebuild a new home.

So when we got to the site (myself and a team of 5), our job was to insulate, drywall, paint and
install flooring. On Wednesday the first week I was there, I had the privilege of meeting
Katherine.
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She is the homeowner. She shared a little bit of her story about what had happened. So when
the hurricane came, it caused severe damage to her house. In fact, the main structural beam
under the house collapsed, causing the roof to get damaged and extensive flooding inside.
Then after that, there was a freak cold snap, which froze the pipes and some of the pipes burst.
She continued to live there in a house with no heat and no water because she had nowhere
else to go.

This house represented her entire life savings. So she wasn't just going to walk away. So when
she arrived that Wednesday morning, we had just finished boarding the walls and the ceiling.
When she walked in, she was just amazed. With tears in her eyes, she said, "I'm so excited, I
can hear my heart fluttering." She just couldn't believe that we had done this for her. So after
she left, me and the rest of the team were just so humbled and so blessed that we were able to
do this and to show her that God loved her and cared for her still.

Connie: As we prepared to go to Texas, I had all these preconceived images of what the area
and the people were going to be like. As Charlie mentioned, Orange, Texas is at sea level. The
area we were working in was really poor. Ironically, it was on the wrong side of the tracks that
cut through the town. Some of the homes were abandoned as we walked down the streets.
Vehicles are in really poor shape. There were lots of people, mostly men, walking or standing in
street corners. It wasn't uncommon to see a horse on the side street or a small bonfire in the
backyard.

But God was at work there in all that poverty. We saw hope and joy and faith. In one of the
homes, three of us women were there, working on our own doing the mudded inner drywall
work.
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I'll admit, I did feel somewhat uncomfortable with that idea being there on our own, and as we
were in the front yard one morning, having a short fresh air break from all the drywall dust after
sanding - you should have seen me, I looked like a ghost - a gentleman was walking by and he
noticed the World Renew sign and he saw our green shirts. Then he paused and we all kind of
thought to our surprise, he walked over and proceeded to bless us and pray over us. He
expressed his deep appreciation for our serving in his community. It was so unexpected.

At another site, as I arrived with a fresh batch of cinnamon buns that we had made to
encourage other DRS workers, there were a few local men gathered around a smoldering fire
next door. So they strolled over to see what was happening. We naturally invited them over to
join us because we had baked extras just for that very reason. So I was able to simply listen to
one man's story over a cup of coffee and a cinnamon bun. Again, he was so gracious and
thankful for the little that he had right there. His job, his family.

Again, very humbling. But the one story I really most wanted to share with you happened on one
of the Sundays. We had already visited the local Presbyterian and Baptist churches for service
and on this particular Sunday, our onsite manager invited us to go to the local cowboy church.
Again, I had a preconceived notion of this opportunity. Amongst ourselves, we were joking about
what this was going to be like. We got ready to go to the church dressed in our jeans and our
flannel shirts and I mentioned to Charlie that too bad he left his Calgary Stampede cowboy hat
back home. I was really skeptical. I thought this was going to be some dog and pony show, not
church. Well, upon arrival there, we parked in a large field next to a corral. And yes, there were
some horses tied up at the front of the church. But we were warmly greeted with firm
handshakes, coffee, lemonade, doughnuts, and shown to our seats. Immediately upon sitting,
my heart was changed.

The pastor strolled down the aisle, and as he was shaking hands to those who were sitting
there, he was boldly asking this question, "How many of you here have been in the wilderness
this past week?" He connected with almost everyone there. There were nods and there were
yes's. And then we proceeded with the service. We were blessed with country gospel music and
many authentic testimonies. Right in the middle of the service, there was a time of healing and
prayer as the pastor invited the elders of the church to come and pray over him and his wife
because that particular week, he had definitely been in the wilderness because his
granddaughter had just been diagnosed with cancer.

Then a youth leader came up and shared that after years of praying, her daughter had just
accepted the Lord. And so she was baptized right there in front of the church. When others saw
this spontaneously, just like that in their jeans, a couple of people came up and they too were
baptized. Right on the spot. The Spirit of God was still at work. His transforming love is so
evident, and the church was just growing in front of our eyes. I couldn't imagine - right there in a
Texas cowboy church.
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Cindy: In December, Dennis and I traveled to Honduras with Friends of Honduran Children,
which is a local nonprofit here in Peterborough. We stayed at an orphanage, which is it set up
like a village. The village has about 12 homes. Each home has about 10 children with one
caregiver who they call an auntie, so it feels like a home environment for them, with children of
different ages, so they feel like they're with siblings. We have the wonderful opportunity to meet
the children. We sponsor these children…

And that was incredibly beautiful to be with them. Because I speak Spanish, I got to really get to
know them. And truly, we thought we were going to go and bless and love on these children. But
I was taken aback to realize that emotionally, mentally, spiritually, I had little to offer because
these children are so rooted in their faith that Christ loves them and will never leave them and
forsake them. And that was quite the testimony to me because these children have come from
very traumatic circumstances, some of them witnessing parents maybe murdering one another,
others the product of rape and incest. So we're talking about very dark beginnings. And yet
these children are joyful, loving and affectionate. And that was just Christ at work.
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Dennis: Two themes that really stuck out for us while we were there. One - the heartbreaking
stories, but God's faithfulness. So one story that really drove that home for me was a man who
is 25 now named Kevin. So Kevin came to the orphanage through a very heartbreaking story.
He soon found himself loved through his auntie, through the different people that he stayed with
at the house. He got schooling. Then, it was heartbreaking for Cindy and I to find out what
happens after these kids are done with school. If they don't have the aptitude, they're integrated
back into their families. And those could be some very heartbreaking stories there.

But if they do well in their studies, we found out that Friends of Honduran Children also
sponsors what they call a Transition House. So they get to leave the orphanage where they've
led a very amazing childhood, but now they're transitioning into the real world. So they set them
up in apartments, give them money, and teach them how to do their shopping and their cooking,
and kind of transition into an independent life.
Well, it's amazing that they're getting that opportunity. But then we spoke to some of those
children and we found that there's still a lot of heartbreaking stories there. They're transitioning
into this real world and Honduras is not a first world country. There's a lot of murder. There's a
lot of rape. There's a lot of muggings that go on. They have to learn how to protect themselves
even on public transportation. Sometimes the bus will be stopped and somebody will come on
and rob everybody on the bus. So they're learning how to deal with all that. It's so heartbreaking.
And yet they were so happy. They would tell us this stuff and they'd be laughing about it. That's
only God at work.

What really drove it home for us was, one day we were getting ready to go to a rural school up
in the mountains to deliver all the supplies and as we stopped for gas, along walking down the
street was this man 25 years old in medical scrubs. Now the people we were with had been
going to Honduras for years. This was our first time and they immediately recognized this man.
They're like, "Oh, that's Kevin." So he comes over smiling. We're trying to figure out who this
Kevin person is and they told us, "Well, he grew up through the orphanage."

Very heartbreaking story as to how he got there. He transitioned and he found himself to be very
good at school. He went on to the Transition House, went through university and is now a nurse
and thriving as an independent person. So again, God's faithfulness. So that one really stuck
out for us. Thank you.

Pastor John: So we see stories of how God is transforming lives. And we see that as we watch
others and hear of others' transformed lives, our lives themselves are also transformed. So we
had a group which went to the Philippines to encourage the pastors there. Part of this
encouragement is stuff that we also need. So we've asked them to share as well. So we'll start
with you, John (Moelker.)
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John: Good morning. When I first talked to Siggi about going to the Philippines, I had no idea
what was involved or what we would be doing. When he described how we would travel to
remote areas and set up pastor days to encourage the local pastors, I was having second
thoughts. Most of the mission trips I've been on have been more construction oriented and
rebuilding. That kind of thing. So this definitely was out of my comfort zone.

Pastor John had asked us to try to give a glimpse of how we saw God's transforming love
working in the Philippines. We witnessed a lot of amazing things, but I thought I would talk about
a young couple we met who work for YWAM Cebu. Their names are Beinne and Rhuna Roche.
They're in their early 30s. They love the Lord. They have a strong desire to bring the gospel to
their people and the Philippines, as well as other parts of the world.

The first weekend that Henriette and I were there with Siggi, Beinne accompanied us to Bontoc
and Sugata, which is up in the northern province of Luzon, which is north of Manila where we
did two pastor days. Beinne assisted with and led worship for the past few days as well as
providing some translation services. Because at times, we really didn't have a clue what people
were saying. Originally, Rhuna, Beinne's wife, was also planning to join us but she couldn't be
there because she was pregnant, not feeling well, and they had had a miscarriage the year
before. So they were being extra cautious with the pregnancy. When we returned to Cebu at the
end of the first week, we met with Rhuna and got to know her a little better as well. So that was
really encouraging.

The second week, we went to Loboc on Boho Island, and did another pastor day where Beinne
joined us again and provided the worship assistance for the days. What stood out to me about
this couple was their excitement for their faith, their sincere desire to bring people to the Lord
and to help them grow. They, like most of the YWAM staff there, don't have any regular income.
They rely on God for support through prayer partners and things like that.
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Beinne is currently leading YWAM, one of their discipleship training schools in Cepu, which, as
you heard, was a six month program. It started again just after we left. They had 15 students
coming in. Seven from Myanmar, one from Bangladesh, and six from three different regions of
the Philippines. So the training helps young people to grow in their faith. They really focus on
understanding your identity in Christ.

Then they train them how to do outreach and how to reach out to different communities and
things like that. It's an amazing program. I mean, one of our daughters actually attended a
number of years ago, so we saw it firsthand. Just the results of and the impact that it can have.
There were so many amazing people we met there, and they all welcomed us with open arms,
and made us feel like family. It showed me once again how big God's family really is. Beinne
and Rhuna are just one example of how God's love is working through individuals in the
Philippines to reach the nations. Thank you.

Henriette:When John first asked me if I wanted to go to the Philippines, I was not really feeling
it. I did not like the heat. Would I even have something to give in this kind of a mission? As the
doors opened for us to go, I prayed for God's love to flow in my heart. I wanted to see more of
the Holy Spirit's power to heal. Our plane took off and we had turbulence. Then, again rougher
this time, then a third time even worse. John grabbed my hand. "Are you okay?" I thought for a
moment. I was surprised. I was fine. My stomach was fine.
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I've had motion sickness all my life. It was part of who I was. I seldom threw up but I would go
pale, start shaking, and the sickness in my stomach would last a long time, and I would have a
bag ready. But it wasn't until three rough flights later, and seven hours of driving along narrow
mountain roads that curved up and down to get to our first destination of Bontoc, and the
pastor's wife who was with us was getting sick, that I realized it was a miracle. I was healed. I
was not sick. I vaguely remembered asking in my prayers if I needed to take Gravol along.

There was a very quiet answer that said to my spirit, "Don't worry." And I had forgotten all about
it. I realized as I was stepping out in faith, God was not only healing those I came to encourage
but he was working on me too in ways I did not expect or ask for. Thank you to all who prayed.
There were many people that we met and prayed for. All the stories. All wanting to know God
more. Pastors, Christians, entrepreneurs, a mayor, and children and moms in the slums. Many
times I was surprised at the verses God put in my mouth to say over them, and the tears that
would form from a heart touched deeply by the Holy Spirit. George and his wife Shirley are the
regional directors for YWAM.

Before Shirley was born, her dad had been shot by rebels when he was in the National Guard.
A man had found him and saved his life. They did not know his name. Shirley's dad had begged
her to find him and thank him for saving his life. George and Shirley had been searching for four
years asking around the area but no one knew the man. Until the day we were there.

A pastor overheard them speaking and said he knew the story and knew where this man lived.
After the day ended, we drove as far as we could down the mountain road - I wondered if we'd
be able to drive back up it - and at the end of the road on foot, we walked between traditional
raised huts with animals living underneath, on paths and over fences all sloping downhill to a
hut that there is no way I would have ever found without someone leading me.

Pigs were snorting in the background. And there was the man. He had been had bedridden for a
year. But with regaining health and sitting outside the door to his hut, Shirley and George sat
with him and explained who they were and how thankful they were that he had saved Shirley's
dad's life years ago. The man explained how he had found him and nursed him back to health.
The other villagers were upset and shunned him because he was putting all their lives in danger
by this act. But he was through with war and just wanted it to stop. He wanted peace and
healing. Not killing. George told him about Jesus and he accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and
Savior that day. Now he has a new family. God is a God who heals, restores, and loves us so
deeply. He will go to the ends of the earth to find His lost sheep.

Siggi: How do you put the move of the Holy Spirit into words? When you know the Holy Spirit is
moving in the lives of people. I can't put it into words. You know the Holy Spirit is working with
the pastors as you encourage them. About half an hour in, you'll see them almost physically
relaxing into the day. And testimonies after, seeing how desperately they needed just to hear for
themselves again that God loves them. Not what they do, not how much they do, not how big
their church is. God loves them. I don't have any words to describe when you know the Holy
Spirit is working with people. You've got to be there.
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I think if anything that all of us experienced, and experienced again and again is that when the
Holy Spirit is working, you know that and you're humbled to know that God loves you so much to
allow you to be a participant in His moves, in His love, to be used by God, to transmit that love
that He has for His people. For us, for all of us.

I want to talk a little bit about Miko. I talked about him before. Some of you have heard the story
or about Miko before. He's the one who gave his testimony about six or seven years ago when
we met him in Cebu at the base where he held up his worn out toothbrush and said every time
his toothbrush wears out, "Papa God, I need a new toothbrush. I don't have the money to buy a
toothbrush." And his testimony was that every time he prayed, God provided him with a new
toothbrush. A young man with lots of faith. An indigenous man, from the mountain villages, in
the line of kings. He was to be the next leader to his tribes in his village. He was dedicated to
the sun god that they were worshiping up there at that time. But he found Christ and had come
to YWAM to participate in the DTS (the Discipleship Training School) and who stuck around as a
staff to help on the base to teach.

One morning, he came down and he kind of looked a bit tired and we said at the breakfast table,
"How are you?" He said, "Oh, not too good. I didn't have much sleep. I had a bad dream." So
we inquired a little bit more. "What's this about the bad dreams?" He explained the dream and I
can't even explain it anymore except that it's part of what I perceived as his past, where he was
dedicated to the sun god and they did not want to let him go. So they were harassing him at
night to keep him awake to the point that he screamed out the name of Jesus - and this was
testified to by some of his room mates that had roomed with him - because that's the only way in
his dream that he felt he could stay safe. We prayed for him. We blessed him. We cut off
whatever there was to be cut off, in the Holy Spirit, that was a remnant from the past.

Just at the beginning of last week, I asked him how he was sleeping. He said, "I have slept like
a baby since that prayer." It's not that we prayed but it's that God saves. When we put ourselves
in situations consciously, we say, "God, here we are. How can you work through us? How can
we be a blessing?" And as we put ourselves out of our comfort zones into situations and places
and say, "God, here we are. It's you. Here I am, willing to go to the ends of the earth if that's
where you send us." It's His Word. It's not ours. And it's Him who does it because he so loved
His world.

Pastor John: Thank you, Siggi. Thank you, John and Henriette. God so loves the world. God
said that He will build the church on the stone, and that we too will become living stones. So
how do we do that? When we look back at the story which Cindy tells about these children who
are in orphanages, who you would think would have all kinds of complaints about everything
else, we go back to what it says in 1 Peter 2:2, which says, "Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk."

It sounds like those orphanages provided a place in which they were fed. But they were fed not
just food. They were fed the Word of God. And they knew the Word of God. And what Peter is
saying here is, "If you want to grow in your faith, you need to crave milk like a baby does."
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Now, I don't know how many of you remember this for some of you. It's much closer than for
others. But babies crave milk all the time. Like in the middle of the night, every three hours,
"Please, I want some more." And if they don't get it, they let you know that they want more.

The image Peter is using is, "Do you crave scripture? Do you crave a relationship with God like
a baby craves milk?" That's what He's inviting us to. When we do, our lives will be transformed.
We heard stories of how God is working, how His church is being built. It's by taking people and
transforming them one at a time.

In Thunder Bay, they have amethyst mines. A number of years ago when Renee and I were
there, we were visiting some and as we were watching them dig, you can buy a bucket and you
can collect all the scraps. The scraps look something like this.

Basically rock but there is a little bit of amethyst in it. God is saying that we need to look at
people around us. Who are the people that the world is throwing out because they are not
considered valuable? When we realize this, we realize that it's the same value as what Christ
has made in us. Are we willing to do what it needs to become more like Christ? Sometimes we
get a piece like this and we go, "You know, it's not bad. I'm kind of there but…” Maybe what we
need sometimes is a hammer and chisel.
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Maybe what we need to do is we need to actually knock off the parts that are not like God. In 1
Peter 2 it says that we become living stones. When we become living stones, we become
stones attached to the church. Christ says that I will build my Church on this rock and on this
rock I will build, being the rock of Christ.

So you take all the little stones and you put them around and they become the church.

Then Peter says, "Now I ask you. You say you love Jesus. Do you love His church?" Later on in
1 Peter 2, we read that we were a holy nation. That once we were not God's people, but now we
are God's people. And a holy nation is one nation for the kingdom of God which is worldwide."
Peter is saying, "Do you love the church? Are you willing to defend it? Are you willing to do what
it takes to make it flourish?" Are you willing to knock off some of the uncomfortability to say, "I
am going to do what God calls me to do."

Henriette shared about how she gets motion sickness. And they weren't sure about going there
at first. But the prayer was, "Lord, you will supply what I need and I will be able to do it." Connie
shared about being in the front yard and a little nervous when the other gentleman walked up
but she put herself in a place where she could see God at work. And she was blessed and
prayed for. The living church of God is out there. The living church of God is here. Are we willing
to sometimes move out of our comfort zone to where God is calling us to serve Him in different
places?
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Maybe that's even within the church. Heather went first because she had to teach Sunday
school today. To be honest with you, she couldn't find someone to cover her today. We've got
people who every Sunday say, "I am willing to give up some of my Sunday to serve the body of
Christ so that we may worship together."

Are there places where God is saying to us, to me, to you, "You know what? You have a place in
which you can serve others either in Living Hope or maybe in one of the area support systems
within town. Do we need to look at ourselves and say, "What is it that God is calling me to do?"
Because as we heard today, God so loved the world. Not just my world. Not just a little world
that I've created - and it's been really easy to create an even more "my world" with COVID.

And as we leave COVID and we say, "So God, where are you calling me?" Are we going to
return to the places that fit my world beforehand? Or are we saying, "This is a new opportunity.
This is a new opportunity to go someplace where maybe God is calling me to go." And then like
we've heard this morning, God is faithful. God will move and you will see the Holy Spirit move in
ways which you could not imagine before. God will bless you. And it may not be financial. But I'll
tell you, the peace in your heart. And the joy of seeing God at work will overcome any other
needs that are there.

So today, God is calling us. He is saying to us, "You were once not my people but now you are
my people. And as my people, I am transforming you from stones to living stones." Connected
to Christ. To put away all of the things that break up your relationship with Christ. This past
week, my wife and I saw the movie The Jesus Revolution and there's a line in there when Greg
Laurie talks to Kathy and she asks if he loves her. And he says, "Well, I'll tell you this. If you ever
come between my relationship with God, there's a problem." And I wonder for myself, "Can I
honestly say that about other things in my life?"

Can I honestly say, "If that comes between my relationship with God, that's a problem." Or do I
allow things to come in there? And I'm constantly going back to the Word to know what God has
called me to do. To build that relationship so that nothing comes between my relationship with
God. When I hear Him say, "Go," all I can do is say, "Yes, Lord. I'm going. Because I know you
are going before me, and beside me, and above me, and below me, and behind me, and that
you will have me on all sides." Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You. We thank you for your faithfulness. We thank you for your love for the
world. And Lord, for the fact that that love included me, and each one of us here, and each one
of us watching online, and each one of the people that we've shared about this morning. Lord
help me to live in such a way that that love for me only grows deeper for a love for you, and
deeper for a love for others. And ways in which we can serve you by serving others. In Jesus'
name. Amen.

Transcribed by:Liza Perry
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