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We are continuing on in the book of Genesis. And today we're going to deal with three stories,
but they are somewhat connected. And they're connected under the aspect of, "The Lord will
provide," which is the title for today's message.

We're going to begin in Genesis 21 and read the first 21 verses there. And then we're going to
jump to Genesis 22 and look at the first 19 verses.

In this section, to bring us back up to what's been going on in the book of Genesis so far. We
have gone from Creation. We've gone past Noah. We've seen Abraham, how he was called
from Ur, and he has been brought into the land of Canaan. We've seen how Abraham has gone
to Egypt and he has returned. We've seen the stories with Lot.

And we come to a point now where Abraham has been promised by God from the moment that
he left Ur that he was going to be the father of one nation, but that there would be a nation or
many peoples coming from him. And he has been waiting for this time over and over.

About 13 years ago in the story, he and his slave woman Hagar had a baby because he thought
maybe God needed some help. And so Ishmael has been living with Abraham and Sarah up to
this point.

And God said, "Abraham, in a year | will return and you will have a child." And at that point,
Sarah laughed, and God said, "You are going to name this child Isaac." Which means laughter.

And so that's the point where we're into the story right now. So as we get to Genesis 1, we are
at that where it says:

The Birth of Isaac

" Now the Lorp was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lorp did for Sarah what he had
promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time
God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.



“ When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. ®
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

¢ Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with
me.” " And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet |
have borne him a son in his old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away

& The child grew and was weaned, (so now we are talking about two to three years later) and on
the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. ® But Sarah saw that the son whom
Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, " and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of
that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my
son Isaac.”

" The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. "> But God said to him,
“Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells
you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. | will make the son of the
slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.”

' Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar.
He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and
wandered in the Desert of Beersheba.

5 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. " Then she
went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And
as she sat there, she began to sob.

7 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her,
“What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.
Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for | will make him into a great nation.”

" Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with
water and gave the boy a drink. ?° God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert
and became an archer. ' While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for
him from Egypt.

The Treaty at Beersheba

22 At that time Abimelek and Phicol the commander of his forces said to Abraham, “God is with
you in everything you do. 2 Now swear to me here before God that you will not deal falsely with
me or my children or my descendants. Show to me and the country where you now reside as a
foreigner the same kindness | have shown to you.”



2 Abraham said, “I swear it.” # Then Abraham complained to Abimelek about a well of water that
Abimelek’s servants had seized. %6 But Abimelek said, “I don’t know who has done this. You did
not tell me, and | heard about it only today.”

27 So Abraham brought sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelek, and the two men made a
treaty. ¢ Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from the flock, ?° and Abimelek asked Abraham,
“What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set apart by themselves?”

30 He replied, “Accept these seven lambs from my hand as a witness that | dug this well.” 3" So
that place was called Beersheba, because the two men swore an oath there. * After the treaty
had been made at Beersheba, Abimelek and Phicol the commander of his forces returned to the
land of the Philistines. 3 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he called on
the name of the Lorp, the Eternal God. 3 And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines for a
long time.

Now we're jumping over to Genesis 22. It begins with, "Some time later."”

Now, | don't know what your picture has been of Abraham and the story of Abraham offering up
Isaac, but | may need to change how you view this picture. This is not a little boy. This is
someone who is probably late teens, maybe early 20’s. There are some commentaries that put
him as old as almost 30.

So when you think, "Some time later,” don't think five years, think 15, 20 years. So now Isaac is
a strapping young man, basically, right?

So with that in mind, let's read the first part of Genesis 22.

Abraham Tested

'Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here | am,” he replied. ?
Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain | will show you.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his
servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for
the place God had told him about. * On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in
the distance. ° He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

¢ Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to
his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,”
Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the
two of them went on together.



® When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. "°
Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. ' But the angel of the Lorp
called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here | am,” he replied.

2“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now | know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

8 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. ' So Abraham called that
place The Lorp Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lorp it will be
provided.”

8 The angel of the Lorp called to Abraham from heaven a second time "® and said, “ swear by
myself, declares the Lorp, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son, " | will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies, "® and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you
have obeyed me.”

9 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And
Abraham stayed in Beersheba.

This is the Word of the Lord. Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You for who You are. Lord, we thank You for the gift of Your word. And
Lord, as we look at it, we pray that You will speak to us, that You will mold our hearts, that You
will open our ears, that we may hear from You.

And Lord, that we may hear in all of this Your deep love for us, in how You provide for us and
how You care for us. And Lord, we thank You that You are the God who sees, who hears and
who provides. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

If we look at these stories and we look under the aspect of God— the Lord who provides—as
Abraham gave God that name during this, | want to just point out a few things. And we are going
to point out as well a connection between this story and the story of Christ.

We are celebrating the Lord's Supper today in which we celebrate the gift of Christ dying on the
cross for us in being the sacrificial lamb. And | want you to have that in the back of your mind as
you think about how we go through this story.



First of all, we begin with God's faithfulness. And as we read through Genesis 21:1-2, you see
how God keeps His promise. He says it three times, “’ Now the Lorp was gracious to Sarah as
he had said, and the Lorp did for Sarah what he had promised. And at the end of Genesis
21:2, it says, “? ... at the very time God had promised him.”

God not only can provide, but God does provide. And when God says that He will provide, He
keeps His promise in due time. It says at the time in which God had promised him, the very
time. God had already said when he called Abraham some 25 years earlier, He's like,
“Abraham, you're going to have a son.”

We may be reminded that when God came to Mary and told Mary that she was going to have a
child, and that child was Jesus, it was in God's appointed time in history. And so God in His
time provides as needed.

And so we can see how God was faithful to Abraham and Sarah. And he provided a son. And
the son's name was Isaac. And as we've heard, Isaac means laughter.

And here is one of the things which God provides. When Sarah first heard that she was going to
be pregnant, she doubted greatly and she laughed. And now in Genesis 21:6, Sarah says, “
God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.”

| don't think this laughter is still about doubt. | think this laughter is joy. God, when He fills us
with Himself and when He shows how He provides, He changes our doubt to joy, and that we
can live through that.

And so they have this child. The child is weaned and as the child is weaned, Sarah begins to
look at Ishmael, who is now 15 years old. And she sees Ishmael mocking. And Sarah's thinking,
“There is no way we are keeping this child.”

And notice how in this scripture passage it mentions Hagar once, but it never mentions
Ishmael's name. It is always that boy, that son, the boy.

And there is an aspect in which Sarah doesn't want Ishmael to have any of the inheritance of
Abraham because legally he would have a share in the inheritance. And so Sarah's like, “You've
got to send this boy away.”

Now Abraham has loved this boy for 15 years. He doesn't want to send this boy away.

And as he talks to God about it, God says to him this promise, “'? Listen to whatever Sarah tells
you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. | will make the son of the
slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.”

So even in this case, God says, “l am still going to provide an inheritance for this son. It won't be
your inheritance and it won't be the inheritance that | promised you earlier, but there will be an
inheritance. | will provide a nation for this child.”



And so God does. But then, as Hagar and Ishmael are in the desert, we see that God is also
faithful to them. (You know, you would think He could give them a little bit more than one
wineskin of water.) Abraham was a wealthy guy. But He gave them a little bit of bread, He gave
them a skin of water, and it ran out.

And the Lord heard their cry, and the Lord provided water. The Lord gave what they needed.

Remember, Hagar before has named God, “the God who sees.” And here we read in Genesis
21:17, “'” God heard the boy crying.” We can now also say it is the God who hears.

But then He also promises Hagar that Ishmael will become a great nation. And so it says in
Genesis 21:18, 8 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for | will make him into a great
nation.”

Do you notice how He promised Hagar that the boy would be made into a great nation?
Whereas with Abraham, He just said that He would make a nation from the boy.

God provides in many ways. In one of the commentaries | read, R. Kent Hughes quotes
Griffith Thomas when he says this: “God was graciously addressing the self-created mess of
Abraham and Sarah, for He was taking up the tangled threads of His servant’s life, weaving
them into His own divine pattern, and overruling everything for good.”

God took this, and He still provided.

But then we get to Genesis 22, and it begins with these challenging words: "Sometime later..."
That's not the challenging part. The challenging words are, "God tested Abraham."

A few weeks ago, as we were going through the Lord's Prayer and we said that piece about,
"Lead us not into temptation,” we said that the words temptation, trials, and testing are all
related. So, in many ways, we're saying, "Lord, don't test us too severely." Here we see a test
from God for Abraham, and God tests him.

But we also see through this whole story that God will provide. God is the God who provides in
every test. If we think about that in our own lives—the tests we go through—do we see how God
provides even in them? Hopefully this story, and the story of Christ, will remind you that God is
there, providing.

God says to him in Genesis 22:2, "? Take your son, your only son, whom you love." Now, we alll
know that Abraham had more than one child, but it was through Isaac that God was going to
fulfill His promise. "Take your son, your only son, whom you love."

That verse can almost be repeated later in the Gospel of John 3:16: ""® For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son... “

God was asking Abraham to do something that God had already intended Himself to do.



God already knew, at the time He was asking Abraham this, that He Himself was going to give
up His Son—the Son that He loved.

When you read through this story and it says it took three days for Abraham to get there, think
about the years. We know that from the creation of the world, God knew His Son was going to
be sacrificed for people who rebelled against Him. So God says to Abraham, "Sacrifice your
son.”

Then we see Abraham's trust. Abraham gets up early in the morning. There's no hesitation. It's
not like, "I need to think about this for a couple of days. Let me pray about this and ask some
friends whether | should do this." He just gets up the next morning. He has heard God's voice
before. He knows what it means, and so he gets up and he does it.

Then he walks along for three days. When Isaac asks, "Where is the lamb?" Abraham simply
tells him, "The Lord will provide.” The word provide is the same word used where we talk about,
"The Lord sees," or, "The Lord will see to it." God will provide.

In Genesis 22:8, the NIV says, “® God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son.” And the two of them went on together.” In the ESV, which | think does a little better at
expressing what the Hebrew means, it says, " God will provide for himself the lamb." In the KJV
and the Complete Jewish Bible, it says, " God will provide himself a lamb."

Do you see how He told Abraham, "I'm not just going to give it to you—I am the One who will
provide. | am the One who will be there."

So Abraham goes. We'll talk a little more about Isaac's part in a moment. But in his trust, he
reached the place, and then in Genesis 22:10, “'° Then he reached out his hand and took the
knife to slay his son.”

You can believe he had that hand raised high. He was ready to stab him. He was committed
right to the end.

He knew that God would allow Isaac to go home with him. As you read Genesis 22:5, he says
to the servants, “* Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over there. We will worship
and then we will come back to you.”

In the commentaries | read, there was a common thread that Abraham believed he might end
up killing his son, but he also knew that God was able to raise him from the dead.

In fact, we see that in Hebrews 11:17-18 it says, '’ By faith Abraham, when God tested him,
offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one
and only son, " even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned.”

Then it says this in Hebrews 11:19: "'° Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead,
and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.”



Abraham knew that if God said it was through Isaac, then God would make it happen. What
deep trust.

So Abraham named that place, "The Lord Will Provide"—Jehovah Jireh, the God who
provides. Just as he had told Isaac in Genesis 22:8, "God will provide Himself," now he says,
"We are going to name this place, 'The Lord Provides.'

When you look at Abraham's trust compared to our trust, how do we do? Can | trust God like
Abraham trusted God? Can | trust God based on the knowledge of who He is, not based on my
feelings?

We also know this is not the first time Abraham responded to God's calling. God called him, and
he left Ur. He left his family. God told him that He would provide, and this has been a long, close
walk with God.

God doesn't expect us to respond to His tests like this right at the beginning. Instead, He invites
us into a long walk with Him so that, when our faith is tested, we know that He is there. The
testing of our faith can also come when we feel empty, when we feel like we have nothing left in
the tank. We need to know that even in those times, God says, "I will provide."

In Isaiah 41:10 He says, ""° So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your
God. I will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

The Lord does provide.

But we also need to look at Isaac. Isaac displayed amazing trust as they were walking along.
Isaac asks, "Where is the lamb? We've got everything else, but where is the lamb for the
sacrifice?"

This is the first time the word lamb is used. It is the same word later used in Exodus for the
Passover lamb—the lamb that would be sacrificed so the people would be spared.

But Isaac also does just as his father says. Here is Abraham, over a hundred years old. He
loads his own donkey in the morning. They go on the journey. Abraham carries the fire, and he
puts the wood on Isaac.

"Isaac, you carry this." And he does.

R. Kent Hughes in his commentary, referring to a commentary by Gordon Wenham, says, “A
pre-Christian Jewish midrash, commented that Isaac with the wood on his back was like a
condemned man, carrying his own cross.”

Does that sound familiar? Does it remind us of the time when Jesus was made to carry His
cross to the hill of Calvary to be sacrificed for us?



And then Isaac lays down on the altar. Now, | want you to picture this for just a moment. You've
got a 20-year-old man and a hundred-year-old man. And the hundred-year-old man says to the
20-year-old man, "Okay, I'm going to put you up here on top of the altar, and I'm going to kill
you."

Isaac could have taken care of business. It would not have been Isaac on the altar. But he just
climbed up, he laid there, he allowed himself to be bound in complete trust of his father.

When we think of Christ, the God of the universe, he too, as he was told by the criminals on the
cross and the others, "If you're the Son of God, come on down." And he could have, but he
stayed there. He allowed himself to die on our behalf.

And | don't know what Isaac was thinking as he saw his dad raise the knife up in the air, but I'm
sure there was a breath of relief when he heard God say, "Abraham. Abraham, put it down."

And then they saw the ram in the thicket. And Abraham took Isaac off, and he cut up the ram
and he gave a sacrifice of the ram.

Isaac was going to die sometime, and the ram was that substitute for Isaac. But we today
celebrate the Lamb of God who is that substitute for us.

Jesus died so that we may live.

And as we look at Abraham and Isaac's trust, we are reminded that we too need to put our trust
fully in God. Because the Lord will provide, and the Lord does provide.

And sometimes we might be in that place where Isaac is sitting there going, "l don't know how
this is going to end well." And yet, at the very last moment, in ways that we cannot explain, God
does provide.

And so together, we think about coming to the table, and we think about how God provides for
us through the cross. And how Jesus was and is the Lamb of God. How He trusted His Father.
How He willingly allowed Himself to be beaten, to hang on a cross, and to die for your and my
sins.

And Jesus, before He hung on the cross, said to His disciples, as they were eating a final meal
together, "I want you to do something so that you never forget this," because we humans so
easily forget the important things in life.

And so Jesus, as He was eating with them, took bread, something very simple, something
which we have every day. And He said to them, "/ want to remind you that | am the bread of life
and that | give my body freely so that you may have life.”

And then Jesus took the cup, and He said, “/ am the living water. | am the source of life. | give
my blood so that you may have life.”



| invite those who will be serving to come forward. And | invite you to ponder as we reflect,
either in music or just by yourself, as we reflect the gift and the sacrifice which Christ has given
us, that we may have life eternal, that we may have life which has been given to us by God so
that we may live and live fully.

| invite you to take the bread. It is gluten-free. And | invite you just to hold it and to just focus on
the sacrifice which Christ gave for us at this time.

[Bread is handed out,]

Jesus, | sing for all that you've done for me. The sacrifice on the cross. The Lamb of God shed
his body so that we may have life. And so we eat in remembrance of Christ's sacrificed body
that he died for a complete remission of all our sins.

We invite you to take the cup and to hold it and meditate on what God has done for you.
[Juice is handed out.]

God told Abraham to trust Him. Jesus invites us to trust Him, to trust Him to know that when we
sin and when we repent, He washes us clean.

And just as we drink the juice and it flows down our esophagus, Christ's blood washes away the
sins within us. And so as you drink it, remember, believe that your sins have been completely
washed away by the blood of Christ.

This morning we came to the table to receive the meal that Christ Himself said, "Do this in
remembrance of Me." And for some of us, it may be something that we have done for a long
time, and this morning it kind of struck us in a bit of a new way—of how much God loves me,
that He sent His one and only Son to die for me.

For some of us, we still might be on that journey. No matter where we are in that place, God
invites us to be with Him and to spend time with Him.

And so, if you would like someone to pray with you after the service, there will be people up
here.

But if you're also thinking, "How do | do this summer? As things may be different? For some of
us summer might be just as busy as the rest of the year. How do | stop and pause and spend
time with God?"

Renée has put together a Summertime Pause. It's a package in which there are a number of
days, and you can do them all in a row, or you can stretch them out over different weeks. But
there's a number of activities and ways in which you can stop and pause and just be with God,
and allow God to also speak to you.
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There are copies at the back. There's also, in the bulletin email, a link to it that you can get at
home as well. But it's a great way just to allow yourself to, one, express your love for God, but
two, to allow God to meet you in a different way—a new and refreshing way—to remind you of
His love for you.

And so, as we leave today, | invite you to stand, and | invite you to receive this from our Lord:

Now to Him who can do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine, according to the
power that is worked within us, through Him is the work, and through the One who provides for
the Church and for us, to Him be the glory in Christ Jesus, both now and forevermore.

Amen.
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