
Sunday, January 15, 2023

Speaker: Pastor John VanderWindt
Scripture: Colossians 1:3-23
Sermon: Christ IS supreme…is Christ supreme?

I invite you to open your bibles to Colossians 1. For those of us following in D6, you're thinking
that we're a little off here, because last week, we didn't preach a passage on D6, we preached
the passage from Matthew. This week we are preaching Colossians 1, which was actually last
week's message in D6. Next week, we're going to preach Colossians 2, which is supposed to be
this week's message. Then on January 29th, it's Cadet Sunday. So we're preaching from
Joshua 3, which isn't in D6. Then on February 5th, we're going to take three weeks of D6
material, which basically covers Colossians 3 and just into Colossians 4. We're going to shrink
that into one.

Some of you might be thinking, "Let's see, better not make any plans on February 5, or anything
after like, one o'clock because it'll be a long service." No, we'll shrink it. Then February 12, we
will be back to where our D6 schedule is. So for those leading small groups and going, "What
are we doing, how do we stay with this? Do we go ahead, do we go behind, what do we do?"
Among your group, figure it out. (Congregation laughs) You can do that. But just know that we're
a week behind for two weeks, and then we're another week off, and then we'll just catch
everything up on the fifth. So that's where we're at.

In Colossians 1, D6 has us starting at verse nine. But today I want to begin at verse three
because verse three is an important part of where Paul is going to.

Colossians 1:3-23

Thanksgiving and Prayer

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5 the
faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have
already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the
gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing
among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who
also told us of your love in the Spirit.

1



9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of the Son of God

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel
that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I,
Paul, have become a servant.

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we come to you this morning. Lord, we are reminded of Your
supremacy. Lord, we are reminded that You are the Creator of all and that you sustain it and
that allows us to put our trust in You. Lord, as we listen to your Word, we pray, Lord, that You will
open our hearts to hear how much You love us. That you will open our minds to give us the
aspect of truth that You have extended to us. That You will extend Your grace to us so that we
may extend it through us to others. Lord, may the Word spoken this morning be Your words and
not mine. That Your name may be honored above all and in all, and that glory may go to You. In
Jesus' name. Amen.

There are two parts to this message. There is the piece about knowing God and there’s the
piece which Paul starts in Colossians 1:15, of explaining who Jesus is. Oftentimes within
Scripture, it's kind of like, "Here is what we know, here is what we've learned. Let me back it up
and explain to you why this is true."
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Today I want to start backwards. I want to explain to you the great, incredible-ness of God. I
want to begin there to help us see that the most magnificent thing in all the universe is Jesus.
When we see that, may it draw us to a point where we can't help ourselves but want to serve
Him in all we do.

So let's begin at Colossians 1:15 where it says, "The Son is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation.

Now I need to bring you to Galatia for a minute. At the time that Paul was writing this letter,
there were a number of people in Galatia, who we call Gnostics, who had this concept of,
"There has to be a special knowledge of God." Part of that special knowledge comes from a
Greek mindset in which the spiritual realm is holy and the physical realm and everything in the
physical realm is evil and unholy.

So one of the problems that they had was that we live in a physical realm. We are physical
people. Jesus was a physical person. And since the physical realm creation is unholy, then how
could Jesus be a holy God? And if the physical realm is unholy, then how could a holy God
create something to be unholy? So that is what they spent their days debating about.

And Paul says, "I need to set a few things straight. One, Jesus is the image of the invisible
God." Yes, Jesus is human - and we'll get to that next week in Colossians 2 - but you need to
understand that Jesus is God. Notice it says, "He is the image of the invisible God." You might
be thinking, "Oh, we've heard this before in Genesis 1:26. It says, "Then God said, “Let us
make mankind in our image.”

"But notice the difference here. In Genesis 1, God is creating. He is making humankind in his
image. And in this one, it says that He is the image. But notice also it says, "The image of the
invisible God."

So in the 10 commandments we have, "You shall not make any graven images." Don't make an
image of God. Paul, again, is addressing that and he's saying, "This is not just being made an
image of God, but He is the exact representation of the invisible God, which means He has all
the characteristics of God, which means He is God."

And then it says, "The firstborn of all creation." Now, this is a piece in which many people
throughout history have said over and over again, "See, Jesus is not God, because it says here
He was the firstborn." So He was born first. As many groups that have deviated from Orthodox
Christianity have said, "See, he has been made first. God made Jesus and then Jesus made the
rest of the world." It's one thing which Jehovah's Witnesses have right now. It's one thing which
back in the 300's Arianism was preaching, "Jesus isn't really God."

If we look at the term firstborn, firstborn is not the one who was born first. "Firstborn'' is the
preeminent one. The one who was most important. Now, all you first born kids are going, "Yeah,
that's me." (Congregation laughs) No, that's not what it means.

3



In Jewish history, the firstborn child got double the inheritance. But the term "firstborn" means
that you have the authority of the parent. In fact, in Psalm 89:27 it says when it's talking about
David, "I will appoint him to be my firstborn.”

How many of you know the family that David came from? Was David the firstborn son?
Absolutely not. He had lots of brothers before him. So in Psalm 89:27-29, “And I will appoint
him to be my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth. I will maintain my love to him
forever, and my covenant with him will never fail. I will establish his line forever, his throne as
long as the heavens endure.”

So God uses this term “firstborn” to not say that he was the first one made, but he is of
preeminence. He is of all authority. Now to point that out, Paul goes on in Colossians 1:16-17
and he says, “For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

So Paul goes on to say, "By the way, just so that we are very clear on this, (that Jesus is not the
first creation of God) all things were created by Him. All things, meaning He is not one of the
creation. And some people will say, "Well, that just means all other things." It's not what Paul
says. Paul says, "All things visible and invisible, in heaven and on earth."

Here you see a picture of the galaxy.

When I look at pictures like this, I realize how very small I am.

Here Paul says, "We have Jesus who created everything and He made everything for his glory."
Have you thought of that? That you are made for the glory of God? You are made to give God
glory.

When I think about that, I think there were times this week when I didn't do such a good job of
giving God glory. So God reminds us as He did last week that He cares for us, day by day. He
walks with us. In Colossians 1:17 it says, "He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together."
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Last week, I gave us two illustrations.

Birds and lilies. I realize that in Matthew 5, they're talking about what bird watchers called junk
birds, birds that we don't really care to see all the time. But I thought, "Hey, we gotta get
something a little bit more beautiful up there." So I put the cardinal up.

But Jesus takes care of the little things. So we go from the vastness of the galaxies to the
intimate parts of a lily or a bird. And Jesus says, "I hold all these things together."

But here's the problem. Like I said earlier, we all know that when we live for the glory of God, we
don't do such a good job at it because we are sinners. And so here in Colossians 1:18-20, we
see in many ways, a second stanza of Colossians 1:15-16. Listen for words that are similar to
what we just read.

Colossians 1:18-20 says, "And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed
on the cross.”

Paul says, "Just as He is the Creator of all things, He is now also the redeemer of all things. He
is also now the person who is able to reconcile us to be with God." And it says that He is the
firstborn of the dead. Now, we know that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead so he's obviously
not the first person to be raised from the dead. In the Old Testament, we have stories of people
being raised from the dead.

But remember, the firstborn is not the first one, but it is the one with authority. Jesus rose
Himself from the dead. Jesus has all authority over death. So Jesus, who is not only the creator
of everything, is also the one who can redeem everything and bring it back to a place of
reconciliation before God.
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As I said before, this was a major issue for the church in Colossae. This was a major issue in
the 300's. This is still a major issue today because people are constantly looking for other ways
to say, "Well, maybe there is something else that we can do besides through what Jesus says,
‘to be redeemed.’ And maybe Jesus was just a good guy.”

In 325, there was a council in Nicaea that got together. They said, "We need to make a
statement which says very clearly, 'Jesus is Lord of all.'" And they had the Apostles Creed. We
know the Apostles Creed. But from the Council in Nicaea, we get what we call the Nicene
Creed, which is a beautiful creed. It deals with the aspect of who Jesus is, as well as who the
Holy Spirit is, and how we live in those places. I ask you to arise and read this aloud.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.

You may be seated.
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So in this section, Paul says, "Here is Jesus. He is the Great Creator. But not only is He the
Creator, He is the one who died for us."

This crucifix which you see is from a place along Interstate 80. It is called the Holy Family
Shrine.

But what I love about this one is you'll notice that Jesus' arms are not straight out. They are
welcoming. Jesus says to us this morning, "I welcome you. I am the God of the universe. But I
welcome you." We see that in Colossians 1:21-22, where it says, "Once you were alienated
from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without
blemish and free from accusation—"

Jesus said, "I died. And as I died, I said, 'I welcome you.' I invite you into this place where you
can be free. Where you can live your life in a way which is pleasing to God. And in which God
will see you without accusation." When we think about that, we are astounded by the fact that
the God of the universe invites us into relation with Him.

Then that brings us back to the first part, which we had read earlier. It says in Colossians 1:4,
"because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s
people—" Paul says, "Because of this great thing, you've heard it, you've grown." But then, now
what? Then we get to Colossians 1:9, "For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives."

Now that you know who Christ is, how is it that you continue to learn and to know more? We've
already seen it twice in this passage where Paul says, "We pray for you and we continue to pray
for you as each of us should continue to pray not only for ourselves, but also for those around
us, that they may know." But how else do we know God? We know God through Scripture.

Last summer, we took some time in one service to read all of Psalm 119. Psalm 119 is a
beautiful, beautiful text in which we are encouraged to meditate on God's word daily. So we did
that. We took one verse a day. I think in God's grace, the last verse was supposed to end on
Christmas but I extended it one day and put up a Christmas verse and we had the last verse on
Boxing Day. I want to go through and go back (you can see them on Instagram and Facebook if
you like) to a few of these verses.
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Psalm 119:18, it says, "Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law."

It is a prayer to God to say, "God, open our eyes. Help us to see, help us to understand you
more."

Psalm 119:34 says, "Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law and obey it with all my
heart."

Lord, help me to understand what your Word says. Help me to know it deeply, to see truth in it.
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Psalm 119:66 says, "Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I trust your commands."

Getting to know God is not just a head knowledge piece. It is also a, "How do you live” piece.

We need to constantly ask God for good judgment. We live in a world which says, "Whatever
you feel, do it. If it feels good, do it." But that's not truth. We know that. So how do we learn
God's truth and then live it out in the world in which we live? How do we know God's truth and
extend grace at that same time?

Psalm 119:133 says, "Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me."

It is in God's Word where we see how we should live.
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Psalm 119:169 says, "May my cry come before you, Lord; give me understanding according to
your word."

And you're looking at the squirrel going, "What?" Do you notice where the hands of the squirrel
are? They're folded in prayer. Creation calls out to God and says, "Lord, give me understanding
according to your Word."

When we do that, we get to Psalm 119:175 which says, "Let me live that I may praise you, and
may your laws sustain me."
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Paul in Colossians says to the people, "Understand, study the Word."

Then in Colossians 1:10, he says, ... "so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience."

I took this picture a number of years ago when I was at a silent retreat.

I love the image that it creates. The image of Jesus holding us as a child, but yet in the
background, we see the cross. We live in that knowledge that Christ died for us. But yet Christ
says, "I love you and I hold you and I give you peace."

Paul says near the end of Colossians 1:11, "... so that you may have great endurance and
patience." Endurance is that aspect of being steadfast. And that's not just the sense of, "Okay,
I'm gonna get through it." But it is, "I am going to live through this and bring this to the glory of
God. I am going to glorify God even in these hard moments."

Then there's patience. We live in a world - I used to teach so I can say this - teaching is a great
profession. It really is. The only difficulty is the students. (Congregation laughing.) We live in a
world with people. And here, the term which is used is this concept of patience, and it's patience
with other people. There's endurance through the hard times that we suffer and there's patience
with other people, as we love them into the kingdom.

But loving them into the kingdom is not just saying, "Hey, you can do whatever you want." We all
know that love is not something which we just say, "Hey, whatever you want to do, if it feels
good, go for it." We have seen too many people be destroyed that way. So love is saying, "I love
you. I'm going to walk with you through this journey, as a Stephen Minister does, but I'm also
going to hold up truth to you. I'm going to invite you into God's Word and say, 'What does God's
Word say about this? And how do we live that way?'" When we do that, we will experience the
fruit that Paul talks about and we will give glory to God in all that we do.

Let's pray. Dear Lord, we thank You that You as the Creator of the universe, hold us in Your
arms, that You welcome us as sinners into your family, and that You love us enough to tell us
what truth is, and invite us to be in your Word, to be in prayer with You. That we may know truth
and that we may understand the truth and that through that, we may live a life that is pleasing to
You. Lord, give us the courage to step forward one bit this week into a new habit of seeking You
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and digging into Your Word. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Yet not I but through Christ in me.

Last week at the end of the service, we had the opportunity to get a rock. It is to be a reminder
of Christ's presence with us each day. If you did not get one, there's a basket by the far wall that
you can get one.

For those who are home online, find a rock, or if you want to come by the church to get one, I'll
give you one, but find something which reminds you each day of the Majesty and the greatness
of our God and then remember how much He loves you.

In Romans 15:5-6, Paul writes, "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give
you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind
and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 15:13,
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."

Jesus says to us today, "I want to bless you." He invites us to extend our hands to receive His
blessing.

To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling. To the Great Creator of the universe and to
present you before His glorious presence without fault. To the great Redeemer of all and with
great joy. To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority through Jesus
Christ Our Lord. Before all ages both now and forever more. Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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