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Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17, 4:2-6
Sermon: Heavenly Wardrobe

Lord's Supper

We just sang about our wonderful God, and how our God has come, and all creatures on the
earth, praise His name. When Jesus was on earth, He gathered with His disciples in the
upper room and He had dinner with them. As He had dinner with them it says this in Matthew
26:26-29, "While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a
cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell
you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father’s kingdom.” Then they sang a hymn.

Notice how He gave thanks. So when He took the bread, He gave thanks. And He said,
"Lord, I know that I will suffer. But I suffer in love for my people." [Pastor John tears the loaf of
bread.] And when He took the cup, He said, "Lord, I know that my blood will be shed but I do
so with thanks. [Pastor John pours the juice.]

[The elders pass out the bread to the congregation members]

Jesus took bread. Elsewhere when Jesus was on earth, He said, "I am the Bread of Life.
Anyone who comes to me can enjoy life when we partake and live with the Bread of Life." Jesus
said, "Take it, eat, remember and believe that your sins have been redeemed and forgiven fully."

[Everyone eats the bread.]

Jesus took the cup and He invites you to take a cup. While you are holding it, think about Christ
dying for your sins. He shed His blood, that we may have life.

[Elders pass out the juice to the congregation.]

Jesus also said that He was the vine. It is from the vine that we get the juice and those of us
who abide in Him will have life. And Jesus shed his blood to give us life. Take it, drink it.
Remember and believe that Jesus died for the complete remission of all your sins.

[Everyone drinks the juice.]
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Join me in prayer.

Dear Lord, we thank You for the gift of Your table. For the gift that You gave us as the Bread of
Life, that You gave us as the vine, that You gave us when You shed Your body and blood for us.
Lord, may we live each day in honor and glory for that gift. Lord, it is with thanks that we return
ourselves to You because we love You, because You first loved us, that while we were yet
sinners, You died for us. Thank You, Lord, In Jesus' name. Amen.

Sermon

Thank you, John [LeVasseur] (he did a solo song on stage). What a great reminder that our soul
is in God's hands. And we ask the question, "Why me?" Right? What was it in me that God
saw? In reality, we realize it had nothing to do with us. It had all to do with God.

So today we are going to be looking at a passage which Paul wrote to the Colossians in
Colossians 3. We're going to read some of Colossians 3, and then we're going to read a couple
of verses in Colossians 4, and we're going to bring together what Paul has been setting up for
the people of Colossae. He has talked about how they have been lost in these theological
debates and these philosophical thoughts. Now Paul says, "Let's bring this to reality. Let's put
this in a place in which we can live it out." So it's not just in our minds, but it is in our lives. And
how do we live that within our lives?

Join me in reading Colossians 3:1-17, 4:2-6

Colossians 3:1-17 (NIV)

Living as Those Made Alive in Christ

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity,
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from
your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
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15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called
to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 4:2-6 (NIV)

Further Instructions

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in
chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

Join me in prayer.

Dear Lord, we thank You for Your Word. Lord, within Your Word, we find truth. Lord, within your
Word we find Your love and compassion and Your desire to see us fully alive in You. Lord, as we
listen this morning, may we have Your Spirit move among us. Lord, I pray that each of us may
hear Your voice today. That each of us may hear Your love for us and Your desire for us. To be
holy as You are Holy. Lord, may the words spoken be Your words. May Your name be honored. In
Jesus' name. Amen.

Colossians 3 is a very full chapter. There is lots that could be said in Colossians 3 and about the
first few verses which we read in Colossians 4. Today, I'm going to try to summarize, put
together some thoughts, and get us thinking about where we are at. So the first thing I need to
ask you to do is think of this passage as if God is speaking directly to you. Sometimes when we
talk about some of these things, we think, "Oh, I hope so and so is listening" or, "This is what we
need to do. We need to correct this type of behavior." But Paul is not writing to them. Yes, Paul
was writing to the people in Colossae. But Paul always uses the word, "You," as in, "You listen."
Because when we took part in the Lord's Supper, Christ died for you. Individually. That is a love
which God gave between Him and you.

So today as we go through this, I want you to hear God saying, "I love you. Because I love you,
here's what I'm calling you to do." It begins in this first part, Colossians 3:2 which says, Set your
minds on things above, not on earthly things." We just talked about in Colossians (previous
weeks), one and two, how it was all about philosophy and thinking and everything else. Now
Paul says, "Before you even start about the practical, you have to make sure that your mind is in
the right place." This is a mindset. Are you going to choose to live fully for God? Or are you not?
You have a choice. Paul is saying, "I invite you to that place where you choose to set your mind
on things of God." Christ right now is in heaven sitted at the right hand of God. It is that place of
honor and authority. He has all authority in heaven and on earth.
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So Paul says, "When you think of that, set your mind on that peace. Allow Christ to be your
authority. To be the place where you look for all wisdom.

It says in Colossians 3:3, "For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God." If we say
that we are Christ followers, then we have to die, put away our old self, and we have to live for
God. So then in Colossians 3:5, Paul says that because you are made new, here's what you need
to do. You need to put to death therefore, whatever belongs to that earthly nature. Then Paul
lists a number of things there. He lists sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed,
which is idolatry. Paul says, "Here's what the world says we should do...  we should lust after the
things that the world puts in front of us. We should have greed - or other translations say,
covetousness - we should desire whatever is out there. We should allow the world to tell us,
'Here is what the good things are' and then go after it."

Then he continues and he says, "Because of these, the wrath of God is coming." Now here's a
thought. As I was preparing this week, there were a number of commentaries which talked
about this piece. Here we are hearing Paul talk about the love of God and the wrath of God. How
can the two be equally coinciding, working together? It has to do with God's holiness. God is a
holy God, and therefore God cannot handle anything that is not holy. Within us, He is trying to
make us holy. God is constantly working on my life to show me areas which I have to put to
death, so that I can be more like Him. areas in which I need to clean up so that I can be more like
God.

Think of it this way. With children, we know that the child desires to do whatever they want.
What would happen if we would always let the child get whatever they want? Would that be
good for the child? I'm hoping most of us say, "No, that wouldn't." Right? We know that. As
children, we don't know that. As children, we think, "Why are they not allowing me to do this?
This is a wonderful thing. This is what I want to do." We go, "You know, playing on the 401 is not
a good idea." The child will say, "But why not? I like cars and trucks. Let me play with them."

So God's wrath is not necessarily a thing of, "I hate you. God's wrath is a thing of, "I love you. You
need to see that the things that God is wrathful for are things in which He's saying, "People, I
love you and I desire for you to be holy."

Then Paul goes on to say, "Well, you got rid of some of those." But then in verse eight, he says,
"Now you must also rid yourself of these things. Anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language
from your lips, do not lie to each other." Wow. The first one was practices of, "Here's things that
we're going for." This is kind of an opposite list. Right? Here's the way we act in hate. We get
angry when things don't go our way. We slander other people when we feel accused of things,
we lie to each other.

A little while ago, I preached on 1 Corinthians 13. In 1 Corinthians 13, there is that long list of all
the things that we are not supposed to do. We did them as, "Love Does." Some of you may still
have this up on your fridge. If you need another copy, let me know. I'll gladly send you one.
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But on this list, one of the things is that love does not lie. Love tells the truth. Lying, in many
ways, is quite selfish, because you are looking to get what you want.

How many of us, when we go to a doctor, would really appreciate a doctor who we know has a
lying reputation? If I'm going in for a checkup and I have a growth somewhere on my body, I
want an honest answer. Is this cancer or not? The doctor says, "It's okay. Don't worry about it. It's
just a little bump. That'll go away, I'm sure." I think most of us would get a second opinion
because we want to know for sure.

So Paul is telling us here as well, "When you talk to each other, you need to tell each other what
is the truth about God's love. What is God really saying to us?" If we jump down to Colossians
3:16, it says, "Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts."

Notice the admonishment is not, "Here's what I think." The admonishment comes in, "Here's
what Scripture says. Here's what the songs of the Spirit says, here's where God is moving, and
what God is saying. And we need to be honest with each other in what God is saying. How much
does He love us?" Because as we go back, it says there is no difference between men - and it
gives a whole long list. We are all in Christ. But then it says in Colossians 3:12, "Therefore, as
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience."

When you read that list and when you read it in contrast to the list in which He just said, of the
things that we need to get rid of, we realize what an incredible difference that is. That difference
is one in which we say, "Lord, I need your help to do that and I can't do that by myself. I need you
to work in my life, so that instead of anger, I have compassion. Instead of malice, I have
kindness. Instead of filthy language from my lips, I have gentleness. How do I change that?"

This past week in coffee break, there was a story written by CS Lewis which was shared. It says
this, ""Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps,
you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the
roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But
presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not
seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite
a different house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an
extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a
decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself." C.S.
Lewis, Mere Christianity

This is what we have given the term "sanctification." This is that process where we get rid of
everything that was not good and we put on Christ. Now, when you look at this illustration, Paul
says in Ephesians 6, "Put on the full armor of God." There is this concept of clothing. He also
talks about taking off. Well, let's kind of do that a second.
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[Pastor John puts on a black hoodie sweater.]

If we think about our clothes and the things that we wear, there's lots of things which we find
quite comfortable. It's part of just who we are. It's those places where we go, "Yeah, you know,
this is kind of what makes me happy." We wear them and we love them. And some of the things
that make me happy, we know that we really shouldn't do. But, you know, it's not that bad. So I
wear it.

Paul says, "You need to take those things off and you need to put on Christ." And so we think,
"Okay, here's my Christ sweatshirt."
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So I take this off [Pastor John takes off black hoodie sweater]

and I put this on [Pastor John points at the Christ sweatshirt.]

But it really doesn't work that way.

We just had the Lord's Supper. Jesus said, "While you were yet sinners, I died for you." So it's
more like this.
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[Pastor John puts on the black hoodie sweater again.]

We start with our sinful clothes on and then we go, "Okay, so now I need to put on Christ."

[Pastor John puts on the Christ sweater over top of the black hoodie.]
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So we'll just kind of cover this up, right? We'll put on Christ. So good. So as we put on Christ, we
go, "Okay, here we are." Well, there's a little bit hanging out. There's some black hoodie hanging
out the bottom of it, which would be sin hanging out, which we want to cover up. We'll just cover
that up. We won't let anybody see that. We'll be fine. Have we taken off our sin? Or have we
covered it up?

Christ says, "You need to take it off." But we know that we can't just take it off beforehand. So
part of that process of sanctification is actually taking it off while we have Christ in us because
we know we can't do it.

[Pastor John pulls the black hoodie off from under the Christ shirt.]

As you can see, that's not the easiest thing to do. It's one of those things where you go, "Okay,
Christ really needs to work on me. But it's got to be Christ who's doing it. It can't be somebody
else. It's got to be Christ." So here you struggle, and you get this stuff out. And the goal is that
you can take off and put to death that sinful nature and you live with just Christ.

You get rid of the other stuff and you put it to death. And it's gone. And now you have just the
Christ shirt on and the sin sweater is on the floor.

Set your mind on Christ. But let's be honest. How many of us want to walk into a store or where
we work or maybe some of the places that we visit looking like this? Right? Don't we often take
this and go, "Well, you know, maybe we'll just cover up a little bit."
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[Pastor John puts on the hoodie over the Christ shirt without zipping it up.]

That way I'm not quite so loud. I need to kind of fit into my culture. There… now it's not quite so
obvious. And we pick it up again and we think it's okay. Paul says, "No, you can't do that."

[Pastor John takes off the black hoodie and keeps the Christ sweater on.]
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You need to put it to death. Death causes pain. Death is not easy. [Pastor John pulls out
scissors and cuts up the black hoodie.] Death means you take it and you cut it up and you
destroy it. You allow yourself to cut it up.

Now, some of you are going, "Hold on. I'm not sure I'm ready for that one." But that's what God is
calling us to. God is calling us to look at scripture and to see what it is in my life that needs to be
cut up. That needs to be destroyed. Because I can't keep going back and forth.

This is a daily practice. This is a daily thing that I have to do. I have to constantly fight and I have
to constantly put to death that old nature and everything that deals with it. And I have to
constantly put on Christ. Because, let's admit, the natural tendency for us is not to show
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

We don't have to teach children to show anger. We don't have to teach them to lie. We do need to
teach them to show compassion. And to show patience. And to show forgiveness.

Colossians 3:12-14, "Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect
unity."
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When you wear Christ, you need to wear Christ in displaying God's love. When you wear Christ in
displaying God's love, you speak the truth. You show compassion. You give generously to
others. You forgive as you have been forgiven, because we all know that underneath this, there
is still some of that. [Black hoodie representing sin.] And we need to take care of it.

Colossians 3:15, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful." God says we are all struggling. We all have stuff that we
need to deal with. The way to deal with it is  together in unity, to work together to seek God's
Word. To look to God to say, "Where do we need to live and how do we need to live?" And then
live that way.

In verse 17 it says, "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."

So far, we've been talking about philosophy in the first two chapters. And now He talks about
your actions. You can't have one without the other. You can't say one thing and live another way.
You need to have them be combined. And how do you do that?

That's where we get to Colossians 4:2. It says, "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful." You need to understand that prayer is essential. You need to be in the Word, but you
also need to devote yourself to prayer. Prayer is that constant communication with God. And for
some of us, we think a prayer of, "Okay, that's what I say before we eat or before I go to bed, or
when I need something. Then I pray." Paul says, "Devote yourself to prayer."

Paul's the same one who said, "Pray constantly. Be in constant communication with God. Be in
constant awareness of His presence. God is always with you. And He desires to help you walk in
your ways each day." It would be as if the Christ sweater became your new wardrobe. I think
some of you walking into work tomorrow would go, "Oh, I'm not sure everybody in the office
knows about my faith." They will wear it inside out the first day. Throw a coat overtop or
something . Right? But God says, "I don't care, even if you cover it up. I'm there and I want to be
in communication with you."

Then in Colossians 4:6-7 it says, "Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most
of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how to answer everyone."

Wherever you go, whether you want it to be or not, you are a witness for God. It doesn't matter
where you are. It doesn't even matter if they know that you are witnessing for God. But you are a
witness for God. How you act and what you say witnesses about who God is to you. When you
walk around with something like this, it's pretty obvious. [Pastor John points to the Christ
sweater.] But most of the time, we walk around and people don't know.
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So Paul is saying that in every conversation you have, whether that's at the checkout, whether it's
with your neighbor, whether it's with a co-worker, whether it's with the person who just cut you
off in traffic. Every conversation you have, you need to remember that you are speaking on
behalf of who you are in Christ.

As some of you might think, there are some conversations that may be full of grace seasoned
with salt, and I like the salt part. There's a wound there. And I'm going to season this
conversation with salt so you get the point. But that's not what Paul was talking about. Paul is
saying, "Season with salt as in when you season food. It is so that they fully understand the
taste of the Lord's Supper. The taste of Christ. Season it that way so that you may know how to
answer everyone."

1 Peter 3:15-16 says this, "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander."

In Colossians, Paul is saying, "We've talked about your mindset but your mindset needs to affect
your actions and how you live. You need to live in such a way that people, when they look at you,
go, "There's something different. The way they talk about things, the way they deal with life, the
way they live, not for themselves, but for God. I need to know more." Then, when you converse,
you can share the love of Christ. But remember, it's not that everything is torn off first and then
you put on Christ. Christ comes and we can share the love of Christ. Christ came and died for us
while we were still sinners. In 1 John, it says that God loved us. And then we love God."

So I encourage you this week to live as if you are wearing this [Christ] sweatshirt every day. No
matter where you go. Allow yourself to put off the old, to kill it, to cut it up, to get rid of it, and set
your mind fully on Christ. To live for Him.

Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You that while we were still sinners, you died for us. Lord, we thank You that
You loved us before we were able to love You. And Lord, we thank You that You covered our sin
on the cross. Lord, we thank You that You also hate sin so much that you are constantly working
within us to put it to death. So that we may live a life with peace in You. And Lord, we ask that
you will give us the courage and the strength to do that each day. To put off things that are not
of you and to put on things that are of You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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