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Sermon: The Greatest Love Letter

God's love is something that we're going to be looking at during this Lent season. How God has
loved us in our own space. How He came to join us and to show us His love. Today we're going
to begin with looking at a number of pieces of Scripture which talk about God's greatest love
letter, His Word. When we look at his Word, we often think, "Okay, there are rules in there.
There are stories in there. There's lots of things that happen. How do we know it's true?" So we
go to the aspect of, "Okay, where does faith play in this?" So we have to begin with the idea that
everybody has some aspect of faith.
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We are born with that. In fact, people often say, "Well, I want you to prove it." Those who don't
believe in God might say, "I want you to prove there is a God." Have you ever thought of
responding with, "Can you prove that there's not a God?"

It just takes just as much faith to believe that there is no God as there is a God. So we look at
evidence. We see what is there. So there's this aspect of faith, but there's also an aspect of
reason. We have to be able to show that our faith is based on something that makes logical
sense. God is a God of order. God says to us, "I am going to give you what you need so that
you can explain it."

For example, in the beginning of the book of the Bible, we read about the creation and we
believe that God created the heavens and the earth. That's what Scripture tells us. There are
others who say, "No, there is no God. It just happened. Matter just was there and it erupted and
so we have it." Sometimes we say,"Yeah, I believe in the Big Bang theory. God said, "Bang."
And there it was." But they have to have just as much faith to say that matter was there and it
evolved into this.

And now we are talking about love and God's love for us. If you look at the evolutionary process,
the evolutionary process is far from the act of love. It is the fittest survive and they survive on
those who are not fit. That does not show much compassion, or care for the poor, or those who
are hurting. In some ways, it takes more faith in that sense.

So today as we look at this concept of faith and reason, we're going to look at how scripture has
not only changed our life to know that God is true and how has it changed the lives of others,
but what is the evidence that is there? What is the evidence to show people that says, "You
know what? Scripture is true." And we have to acknowledge, as I've already stated, you are
probably not going to be able to prove anybody into the kingdom.

There is apologetics. There are aspects in which you can show evidence of God and His Word,
and all through this. And we're going to look at a number of those things today.

The purpose of that is not to prove something to somebody else, but the purpose of it is to
encourage us, knowing that God first loved us, knowing that it's based on much more than just
faith, but that there is evidence to show that this word, the Bible, from the beginning to the end,
is God saying to us, "I love you" and, "I want to show how much I love you."
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Whether that is in guiding you away from where you shouldn't be going, or whether that is
encouraging you in hard times, or whether it is showing you how He has been faithful from the
beginning of the world to now.
When man fell, God said, "I am going to love you so much that I'm coming into the world to be
one of you, to die for you, so that I can save you. And that is the story which we see within
scripture.

Last week, we ended with a piece from 2 Timothy 3:16-17, in which it says, "All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work."

All scripture is God's love letter to us, to show us how he loves us and how to live. The words
"God breathed" in some translations say, "All scripture is inspired by God." And we have within
our doctrines of our faith of, "What do we believe?" There is this term called the Inspiration of
Scripture. The Inspiration of Scripture simply tells us that it is God's Word. That this comes from
God.

So as you read this Bible, you are reading what God's word is and what he says to us. When
God inspired people to write the Bible, it's not like they were looking at a waterfall and going,
"Wow, that's beautiful. That inspires me and I'm going to write this piece about the waterfall." But
God said, "I am telling you or moving within you to let you know what to write. But God, let all
the authors write within their own style."

So throughout Scripture, we have psalms from David. We have proverbs from Solomon. We
have stories about the history. So throughout Scripture, each person wrote in their own style.
You notice how Matthew writes differently than Luke. And Luke begins by saying, "I'm a doctor;
therefore, I investigated all of this to make sure that it was true." Then he tells us that story of
God's love. So the Bible was not dictated, but the Bible is from God and we need to remember
that.
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So as we look at a number of passages today, I'm going to have them up on the screen. So we'll
start with a passage from 1 Peter 1:22-25. "Now that you have purified yourselves by
obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply,
from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All people are like
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers
fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to
you."

Here in 1 Peter 1, we see God's word being this aspect of, "Here is the truth that comes
through." But notice what it does to people. "When you have purified yourself by obeying the
truth, you will love each other. You will love one another deeply from the heart." And that is
because, when you're in the Word, you understand God's love for you; therefore, you can love
other people as well. So when we look at Scripture in the word that we have been taught, the
last part says, "And this is the word that was preached to you."

Here's one of the evidences of Scripture and God's love. It is what we call the Consistency or
the Unity of Scripture.

The Bible has 40 authors, 66 books. It's written over a time period of over 1500 years, and yet
there is one central message of love throughout it. Now, there have been people who've tried to
pick the Bible apart and say, "You know, this isn't really real. Let's see if we can find
contradictions in the Bible. Let's see if we can find mistakes in the Bible." And we'll see as we go
through today that even in that, God is saying, "You know what? You compare stuff along and
you will see that it is consistent from the time that Moses wrote the book of Genesis to the time
that the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation. You can see my story of love come through,
all together."
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There is also the aspect of the Sufficiency of Scripture, which is this concept that Scripture is
all you need to know to be saved.

There may be times when you hear within the world that what you need is the Bible and
something else. But God says, "I have given you everything that you need to know about being
saved, in the Word. Now some of us might be thinking, "That is awesome. I am a hermit type
person. I've got my Bible. I'm in my room. I don't need anybody else because it's all right here."
[Points at Bible.] True. The Bible is all you need to be saved.

But when you read scripture, the Bible says from God's love letter here, "You are created as part
of community and to grow. To grow in the knowledge of Scripture and to grow in the knowledge
of who God is, you need each other. You need more than just the Word. You need to see what
other people are also grooming from the Word as the Holy Spirit works in their lives. So that
together, you may understand."

But yes, the Bible is all we need. In Psalm 19:7-14, there's a whole piece about the law of the
Lord. And here's some of the pieces that come into it. It says, "The law of the Lord is perfect.
The law of the Lord is trustworthy. It is right. It is radiant. It is more precious than gold. It is
sweeter than honey. There is reward in keeping the law of the Lord." And then it ends with, "May
the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable to you, oh, Lord." That is
what Scripture does. It puts us in a place in which we say, "This is truth. This is what we need to
know about God."

There's also a fancy term called the Perspicuity of Scripture.

The Perspicuity of Scripture says that the Bible is clear on what is needed for salvation.
Maybe you have heard some of the stories of people who have, you know, been out on the
streets or in jail and suddenly someone is given them a Bible and they read it. And they know
that God is Lord of all and they give their lives to God. Sometimes what people do is they say,
"Well, you know, it's so confusing. We don't know what's there." Throughout all of Scripture,
there is a lot to be studied and it is a lifetime of study.
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But there is the aspect that God has made clear that we are sinful, that He loves us, He sent His
Son to die for us, His Son rose again from the dead, ascended into heaven, and now God has
sent His Holy Spirit to live within us.

And when the Holy Spirit takes hold of your life and gives you that space to read scripture, He
helps you understand it. So as you read scripture, you need to make sure that you put yourself
in a place in which you ask the Holy Spirit to help you with understanding what is there. Now
that does mean that it can be understood but we also know that we are broken people, that we
are sinful people, and that our natural tendency might not be to understand fully what the Holy
Spirit says; therefore, we need to make this a lifelong journey of studying God's Word.

We can never say we've graduated. There was a time when there was an appearance of, "You
did Sunday school, you did catechism, you made your profession of faith. Or in some other
denominations, you did Sunday school, you did study, you were baptized as an adult, and you
graduated. You made it. But that's not what God is saying. God is saying, "There is so much in
here. You will never get it all. You can read this every day all day and God will speak to you in a
new way all the time. Because there is so much here. It is this lifelong journey."

And that creates another part. Some of us live in the world of ignorance. We pretend that if we
don't know, we don't have to do it. Sometimes, the phrase is, "We'll just do it and then we'll ask
for forgiveness later if we can." When you make this a lifelong journey, there's also a call that
says, "You need to obey what it says. If this is really God's Word, then we also need to say to
ourselves, 'Okay, I'm going to obey it.'"

But we also understand that we are fallen people. We don't know how to obey properly. So it
needs to be part of our lives, to seek God's will and to seek truth all the time. So there's a
consistency, there's the sufficiency, the perspicuity, and all those fancy terms. But basically what
it's saying is, "All scripture is from God and it's profitable for teaching, and correcting, and
training, and righteousness, so that you may be equipped for every good deed to live for God.
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Let's move to a second piece. 2 Peter 1:12-21, "So I will always remind you of these things,
even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I think
it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know
that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will
make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember
these things.

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the
sacred mountain. We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable,
and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand
that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things.
For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

"Prophets spoke by God… they carried along by the Holy Spirit"... that is that aspect of, "God
breathed and the prophets spoke."

Another evidence to show you that God's love in this book is real is the aspect of the prophecies
that had been fulfilled. When you look at scripture and you look at the number of prophecies in
the Old Testament, you see how they prophesy a very unique birth. They also are very specific
about his death. You cannot make those happen on your own. Nor would you want to -
especially the death part - make that happen on its own. So another evidence to show that
God's love letter to you is real is that within this love letter, God says, "Let me show you what I
will do for you." Then God does it over and over and over again.

If we look at things that are said in the New Testament about how God gives hope and how God
gives encouragement, and endurance, and if we look at our lives, we go,"Yeah, God did that. I
made it through this difficult time because I knew God was there with me." So we don't have a
written account of the prophecies in the New Testament but we have a written account showing
from the Old Testament all the way through the New Testament, how God is faithful in his
prophecies.
And we do know that in Revelation, God prophesies that the world will end and it will happen
someday. Until then, we live in that space of God's love letter, knowing that He will be there.

Another piece which has been often criticized within the Bible is this concept of, "Well, it goes
over years, as you said. It was 1500 years that it was written and that was a long time ago. So
how do we know it's still true? "

7



In Matthew 5:17-20, when Jesus is speaking to the people on the Sermon of the Mount, he
says this, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them (so I haven't come to get rid of the Old Testament - that is a very
important part of the Word of God) but I have come to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by
any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished; therefore, anyone
who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven."

He says in there, "Not the smallest letter or dash." A quick lesson in Hebrew here for you.

The top letter is Yod. It is a very small letter. It looks a little bit like an apostrophe. The next two
letters you’ve got Dalet and Resh. Notice the difference between the two. If you write it out in
other forms, you will notice in some fonts that that Dalet has a little bit of a dash or a little bit of
an extension on the top line. But that's it. On the bottom one, you've got Shin and Sin. Notice
that it just depends on where you put the dot as to whether it's an sh sound, or whether it's just
an s sound.

So when Jesus is thinking about the Torah as it was written in Hebrew, He says, "Not a dash or
a dot or a stroke of a pen will fade away." Some people will say, "Well, hold on a second here.
We know that there are differences within scripture as far as translations go. We know that if we
look at some of the texts that come along, we'll see some changes that have happened."

So there is this aspect of scripture has been challenged throughout history. Every generation
has its own people that say, "The Bible is not real." But every generation has also shown how
scripture has managed to come through this. In fact, there are many things within science where
people have said for years, "Well, that can't be," when it talks about that in Scripture or scientific
stuff.
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So actually this morning as I was reading in Job, it had the water cycle in there. About how God
gathers up the droplets and the mists, and forms them into clouds, and then they rain. For years
people thought scientifically, "No, that doesn't really work." As science progresses, we see more
and more of how what God has said in Scripture actually matches science.

The other area in which it's been highly criticized is this whole aspect of historical accuracy.
“How do you know that that really happened?” But as people have looked at other documents
from non Christian sources or non Jewish sources, you see that these names show up over and
over and over again. And when it says that this happened in Scripture, it happened in other
documents as well. And that's also proved by archaeological evidence.

In fact, there are places where they now go to Scripture to help them discover what
archaeological evidence is showing them. For years, when you go to the Old Testament and the
people of Israel crossed over, took down Jericho, and then they destroyed the land of Canaan.
When they went in and destroyed them, it gave a whole list of names. All the "ites." And one of
those "ites" is the Hittites. For years, that was the critical point which showed that the Old
Testament was not real, because there was no documentation of the Hittites. Until, I think it was
the 19th century, they discovered in Egypt, a business transaction between the Egyptians and a
group of people from the north named the Hittites.

Oh. Archaeology and history has shown how God's love letter is there. Even the aspect of
Pontius Pilate, who was responsible for crucifying our Lord, there was, for a long time, no
evidence. Now Pilate's name has shown up on stones that have been chiseled out with his
name and other inscriptions there. So we have this concept of evidence showing that God's
Word is truthful. And people say, "Well, it's so old, that really doesn't matter. It's changed so
much over time." Actually, of the documents which people say, "Yeah, now. This is a solid
document." Like Plato and Homer. Those are solid documents.”

But if you look at the evidence here, the oldest copy of Plato we have is from 895 AD. Plato was
written 400 BC. We got a long time away there, and there are 210 copies of Plato's stuff.
Homer's Iliad was written in 800 BC. The earliest copy is 400 BCE and we've got 1800 copies.
That's pretty good. The New Testament's earliest copy we have is from about 130 AD.
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It was written between 50 and 100. So we're talking, you know, anywhere between 30 and 80
years, and we've got 5800 copies of the New Testament. And it keeps showing up that they are
consistent all the way through.

The earliest Greek New Testament document, we've got from 400 to 500. And we've got almost
20,000 from that time period, which is still less - time frame wise - and it's witnesses, as we read
earlier, "We have witnessed these things and they are there."

And then you look at the incredible find of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947. The Old Testament
written in the time of Christ. Within the Dead Sea Scrolls, they have found the documents match
with what we say. And there's the entire Book of Isaiah. It lines up with what we have in our
Bible today. And you go, "Wow, we talk about God's faithfulness but we also talk about God's
preservation of His Word." God has preserved his Word from generation to generation so that it
remains true to what He has said.

So let's look at the passages from 2 Peter, and then the first one that we did from 2 Timothy.
2 Peter 1:20-21 says, "Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its
origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit."

And when we read in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."

We are reminded that this love letter from God is not man's words. They are the Word of God. It
is God's Word to us.

I don't know how many of you still have love letters from people that you know who loved you.
Maybe that was a note that your mother wrote you when you were a kid and told you that she
loved you, or your father, or someone else in your family. Do you have those spaces where you
say, "This comes from their heart - and I know for a fact - it's their words." When we look at the
prophecies of Scripture, we know that they are from God. And we know in 2 Timothy 3 that all of
Scripture is from God. But we also know as we read in 2 Peter that they are not the words of
people, nor to be interpreted by the prophets, but they are God's words.

And here comes the challenge for us. We have to remember to ask the Holy Spirit when we look
at Scripture and remember that this is God's word: therefore, it's God's interpretation of His
Word. We can't say, "Here's God's word and this is how I want to take it. This is my truth out of
this." This is God's word. It's his truth. It's his interpretation. It's his Word for all of us. So how do
we look at it and go, "Okay, how am I going to apply this to my life? All of it?"
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There's also a piece called the Authority of Scripture, which says, "You either take all of it, or
you take none of it."

Because if you are going to say, "I'm going to choose this piece of scripture because I like that -
eg. 1 Corinthians 13 - sounds good. I like the aspect of love. But some of the stuff in Leviticus,
that's a little cruel. I don't think I'm going to take that so that doesn't apply to me."

If we believe 2 Timothy 3:16, which says all scripture is God breathed, then we have to say the
whole Bible is from God. The Authority of Scripture says that you give God authority in all
words that are in here. As soon as you start saying, "I like this piece but I don't like this piece,"
then whose authority are you really following? Then you've just said, "It's my choice. The Bible
doesn't really have any authority over me. I choose what parts of the Bible I want."

And God says, "I love you so much that I gave you everything you need to know for your
salvation. But mind you, some of what I gave you might be hard.” Because we're sinful people.
"But you need to know that it's because I love you. It's for correcting. It's for training. It's to be
the person of God that God has created you to be."

So there's two questions which we ask ourselves at the end. Do you believe it? And do you trust
it to be true? We started with this concept of faith and that you can't argue anybody into the
kingdom. There is an aspect of faith. But there is also so much evidence that the Bible is reliable
and valid and true. There is so much evidence to say how much God loves you by what is
written in that Word.

But there comes a point where you have to say, "Yeah, I'm going to believe that. That's where
I'm going to put my faith. I'm going to believe that it is true and I am going to follow that as best I
can, and to make that my lifelong journey. And through the power of the Holy Spirit, continue to
grow in what God's Word is saying, so that I may live that life as well. So that I may live in that
life in which it says, ‘We have received the love of God and now we extend the love of God.’”
May God's Word always speak to us in that place.
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Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, We thank You for Your Word. We thank You, Lord, that You have
given us your word as your word of love. And Lord, that in your word of love, you say to us, "You
have sinned but I love you so much, I'm not going to leave you there. That I love you so much
that I give you my word, that you may know how to live. I gave you my Son so that you may
have life." Lord help us in those days where we don't trust. In those days where we find faith
hard. Remind us, Lord, of the evidence that you have bestowed upon us, to show us the reality
and the validity of your word. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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