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Good morning.

Thank you, Anthony for reminding us about the Kingdom of God which is much larger than this
place. This morning, we are together with brothers and sisters all over the world, celebrating
God's reign, but also taking time to look into God's Word, to see what God has to say for us
today. I invite you this morning to turn with me to 2 Timothy 3. As we go through this passage
and we look at what Timothy is telling us to look for in these last days, what does this mean?
And how do we live faithfully for God in that place?

2 Timothy 3:1-17

1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the
good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a
form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.

6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who
are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always learning but
never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses,
so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the
faith is concerned, are rejected. 9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those
men, their folly will be clear to everyone.

A Final Charge to Timothy

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch,
Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know
those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,
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which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Join me in prayer.

Dear Lord, we come to you this morning and we ask that you will speak through Your Word.
Lord, we know that Your Word, as we have just read, is breathed from You and is useful for
teaching and rebuking, correcting and training. Lord, we ask that You will teach us where we
need to be taught. That You will rebuke us where we need rebuking. That You will correct us in
those areas in which we are not walking with You. And Lord, that You will train us to live a life
pleasing to You. Lord, may the words spoken today may be Your words, and may our hearts and
ears be open for listening and for molding from Your gentle hand. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Paul is writing to Timothy and he's saying, "Here's what is going on." And now he gets to the
piece of, "In these last days." Now there are some times when people talk about the last days
and the end times and they think, "Okay, that's out there someplace." When Paul is writing this,
it is the last days and we are now in those last days. It is that time between Christ's first coming
and Christ's second coming.

So what does that look like? Where will we go? Paul goes through a number of things in this
passage, and talks about, “How do we live in that last time?” You'll also notice at the end, it talks
about Scripture and the scripture’s position for training, rebuking, correcting and righteousness.
So you've got the positive and the negative pieces in there. It's all about Scripture.

I ask this question just for a minute here. Just change things up a little bit. How many of you
over the last few years have read any of the Lord of the Rings novels?
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Any of you? Raise your hand. It's okay. If you have, how many of you read it more than once?
Okay. If you look at book sales, Lord of the Rings is up there. It is one of the top book sales. I've
got some others that are not quite on the top book sales. But if you look at the top book sales as
to what's been sold over the last couple of years, a lot of them are in this sci-fi area or fantasy
area, looking for something as guidance.

How many of you have read the Narnia series by CS Lewis? Or at least one book like The Lion,
The Witch and The Wardrobe, right? How many of you have read that more than one time?

How many of you have read the entire Bible? And how many of you have read that more than
one time?
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How about in the last year? Okay. That is where we're going today. What are we reading? What
are we looking to? And what does it say in 2 Timothy about where we're at? Now, you could
probably put other books on this list. Right? You probably have your other favorite books that
you've read over and over and over again. I'm not saying that we shouldn't be reading these.
But is the Bible one of the places that we are looking to? Timothy today is saying in those last
days in which we now live, “What are you looking to?”

In fact, I'll add one more. How many of you have an Instagram account or Facebook account?
How many of you check it out almost daily? How many of you are lying right now because you
don't want to admit that you check it all daily?

What are we looking to? As we go through this list, I want you to think about, “Where am I at?
Do I, at times, fall into one of these places? If I do, where do I look for correction and training
and teaching? And what am I listening to for how I live my daily life? What does that look like?
Am I looking to the influencers on Instagram to see how they suggest we live or what the world
says and how we should live? Or am I actually looking to Scripture and challenging what the
world says as, this is the way it should be?”

So if we look at this list, in verse two, it says, “People will be lovers of themselves… “ Paul is
writing this to Timothy as though it’s in the last days but we know that before Paul wrote this to
Timothy, there was already a bad case of that. This has been since Genesis, since Adam and
Eve.

When they were tempted in the garden, Satan said to them, "You will be like God. Right now
you love God but if you're like God, then you can love yourself and you don't have to worry
about anybody else. You can make your own decisions and you can determine what's right and
wrong." So this has been part of history. I think if we're honest with ourselves, we can all say
there's a little bit of that in us as well. There are times when I want what I want. Rather than,
“What is God really asking me to do here?”
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Lovers of money. If we look at our society now, we can see that we live by the almighty dollar.
Right now, as inflation grows, many of us are going, “Hold on, that money doesn't go quite as far
as it used to.” But if you look at the world and in Western society especially, there is this aspect
of, “You have got to search out and be able to make money and if you have that, you will be
happy.” And so those first two, lover of self and lover of money become driving cards for
everything that they do.

Disobedience to their parents. I don't think any of us have dealt with this one so we can just
move on. [Congregation laughs.] This sense of authority. Right? This isn't even just disobedient
to parents in today's society. As Barkley says, "It is a sign of a supremely decadent civilization
when the youth loses all respect for age and fails to recognize the unpayable debt, and the
basic duty it owes to those who gave it life."

Abusive. That's the talk in society today. Physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, you
name it, there's an abuse of it. It's become part of our language. It's become how we talk and it
automatically creates this victim mentality. And are we seeking God as our source? Or are we
seeking revenge in that space?

Within our society right now, we are saying that everybody has their own rights and freedoms
and that's what you need to stand up for. We're not in a place anymore where we talk about,
what is it that God has ordained? One of them is parents. We need to be thankful for parents
who faithfully raise their children in the fear of the Lord. And children who understand that
position.

Ungrateful. For those who think that they don't really owe God anything or anybody else. Have
you ever thought about how much you owe God? The fact that you are here today. You need to
say thanks to God for. The fact that you woke up this morning. God has given you life. Have we
thanked Him the way we should?

Unholy. The aspect of, without love. God is holy. God is a God of pure love. We live in a place
in which our self centeredness has led us to a place in which we say, "After me, you come first."
Unholy. Without love is connected to unholy.

Unforgiving. In today's world, it is much easier to seek revenge than it is to forgive. A few years
ago, when there was a shooting down south in an Amish community, the news was rocked by
the people in the Amish community who wanted to forgive the shooters. "That's not your
response! Your response should be retaliation. Your response should be, 'They need to be
punished.'"

Think about the times in courts right now, with the number of people who are suing other
people. In some places in the world, it's called Blood Money. When I was in California, I went to
a rink to see if I could get into a pickup hockey league there. While I was there, there was a
person there with their child who was probably about five or six who had a broken arm.
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Or do you know this book well enough that if the time came when you no longer had the
freedom to have the book, would you still be able to know what it says? Would you still be able
to understand what God's will is for your life? Paul is urging Timothy, "Make sure that you are in
that book so that you know it because there may be a time to come in which there will be
persecution, and you will not have that book with you. You need to be aware of that."

Or do you know this book well enough that if the time came when you no longer had the
freedom to have the book, would you still be able to know what it says? Would you still be able
to understand what God's will is for your life? Paul is urging Timothy, "Make sure that you are in
that book so that you know it because there may be a time to come in which there will be
persecution, and you will not have that book with you. You need to be aware of that."

Then in verse 14-15, it says, "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus." Paul here is again saying over and over, "People of God, we need
to be in the Word."

I've placed this up here a few times. And I don't think it can be said enough. But we need to be
in the Word. Every day.

Our Bibles need to be open and we need to be studying them. We need to be reading them and
we need to be seeking God's face each day in the Word of God. Because Paul says, "You will
be in those last days and there will be all these things (which he just listed off) happening
around you. And you will find yourself, because you are a sinful person, falling into those places.
If you 0are going to keep yourself in a place in which you can represent God well, you need to
be in this."
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Now there's a verse which I went over and I need to come back to it because it's very important
that we understand this. Back at the end of verse five it says, "... having a form of godliness but
denying its power, having nothing to do with such people. Paul is saying to Timothy that in the
end times, there will be people who will go through the motions about knowing God and they will
pretend to be faithful and Christians but they have lost the sense of the power of the Holy Spirit.
And they have lost the sense of what God can do in people's lives.

I don't know if you've been listening to the news recently. It's been a couple of weeks now
already that there were a group of students in Ashbery college in the States, which after chapel
just hung around and they started singing and they kept singing. Then people came back and
joined them. At Ashbery college in that chapel space, there has been singing in prayer for the
last while and people from other places have come and joined them in this revival,
understanding the power of God and what God can do.

And Paul says, "When you're in the Word, you will be able to understand the power of God and
don't ever forget it. Don't ever get to a place of where you are complacent in your faith and go,
"Oh, I'm fine. I can do what I want." Paul says, "No, you need to be in the Word and you need to
be praying for the Holy Spirit daily, and that needs to be part of your life."

Then he says, "Have nothing to do with such people." And we're thinking, "Does that mean that
anybody who's acting that way, we need to just push them away?" That's not what he's saying.
If you go back to chapter two, we're going to pick up at verse 23-25 it says, "Don’t have anything
to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the
Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not
resentful. Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance
leading them to a knowledge of the truth."

1 Peter, 3:15&17 says, "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect..." "For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for
doing evil."

Paul says that when you are in the Word, you are going to live your life in such a way that
people are going to go, "Hold on. There's something different there. There's something that I
want because they've got something that the world does not offer."

They were coming back to the rink and they were going to sue the rink owner because the ice
was too hard and they didn't have enough provisions for the child when they fell during a public
skate. Their child broke her arm and now they are suing for it. And you think, "Really?" But that
is what has happened.

A number of years ago, I had an accident with my foot playing softball. A friend of mine who was
on the team talked to somebody at work and his lawyer said, "Oh, let me have him. I'll get him
$250,000 just like that." That was the first response. It wasn't even, "How's the ankle?"
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It was like, "Let me get the money for him. Where are we at?" God says, "I have forgiven you.
You need to also forgive."

Slanderous. Taking other peoples' characters and personal names down the drain. We see this
happen all the time around us. Instead of encouraging people, it's, "How do we pull them down."

Without self control. This concept of having our feelings make our decisions for us. And falling
into habits and addictions that we have just given up and allowed ourselves to go into.

Brutal. Brutal can be physical. Brutal can also be spoken. This lack of sensibility or sympathy.
This lack of compassion and love when we talk about, "How do we talk about others?"

Not lovers of the good. If you look at today's world, there is so much put on to all these
wonderful things that we should be doing.

But how many of them are directed to living life in a godly way? Or how many are directed to,
"Here's the fun things that you're missing out on." Life. It's not lovers of doing good to others. It's
again, self seeking, treacherous. Actually treacherous and rash go together. This concept of,
"I've got to settle the score and I'm even going to be unreasonable about how I do this. I've got
to get back."

Conceited. I don't think any of us need to talk about that one either. We all know that one.
That's none of us.

Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. Paul just came around back to where he started.
Paul said, "All these things in the middle which I just went through, show us where we're at."
Then he gives a couple of examples. I'll just go through those real quick.

The first one, it talks about gullible women. Now, we need to make sure that we understand, we
don't think all women are gullible. It's not what he's saying. What he's saying is that there are
many people who have not been taught what Scripture says. There are many other people who
are telling people, "Here's what you need to believe." And using the name of God to say it. And
people are going, "Okay, that makes sense." Paul's point behind this is, "You need to be in
Scripture so that you know what it says, so that you will not be deceived."

The second example was Jannes and Jambres, the ones who opposed Moses. It is thought by
biblical scholars (even though it's not written in Exodus) that Jannes and Jambres were two of
the magicians that served in Pharaoh's court. As Moses came to Pharaoh's court, he threw
down his rod and it turned it into a snake. And then it says that the magicians threw down their
rods and they turned to snakes. And then Moses' snake ate up all the other snakes. The idea is
that the first two plagues -  turning the water into blood and the frogs coming to the Nile - the
Egyptian magicians did the same thing. But when it came to the third one - gnats were created
out of the dust - the Egyptian magicians were not able to do those and to duplicate those.
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So what Paul is saying here is, "There will be people who look like they can do things that God
is doing, but it'll only go so far. In the end, their abilities will be laid plain, and you will see them.
Then in verse 10, he says, "You however Timothy, you know better. You have been trained first
by your mother and your grandmother, then you have witnessed about me."

Then he gives that long list of teachings... my way of life, my purpose, fate, patience, love,
endurance, persecution, sufferings. What kind of things happen to me and the persecutions that
I endured. He says, "You, Timothy, have been following me, rather than what the world has been
saying. You, Timothy, have had a mentor in your life who has been faithful to the scriptures and
faithful to God. And when you have questions, you have gone to that person and you have gone
to Scripture to get answers. You, Timothy, have not been caught up in this. But Timothy, beware.
Because this is all around you." Then in verse 1, "In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted."

What does it mean to be persecuted? I think there are some people who today might say that
we're being persecuted in North America, as these religious rights and the Judeo Christian
viewpoints are being taken away. But brothers and sisters, we still have freedom beyond what
many people in the world have.

We have been given freedom to come to church, we have been given freedom to have a Bible
and to read it. We have been given freedom to talk about our faith. We may say, "Yeah, it may
not be as free to talk about it now as it was in the past." But the freedoms that we have are
nothing compared to people who today are meeting in secret. Because if they spoke it out in
public, they would be killed.

And what we have is Jesus. We sang earlier this morning that we are prone to wander. I'm in
that place. There are days in my week where I begin in the morning and I think I've got all this
stuff to do. I don't have time for devotions this morning. I'm just going to get going. And I know
that those days don't go near as well because I didn't start in the Word of God. So we constantly
ask God to say, "Lord help us and guide us in Your Word."

My phone started a little while ago giving me a weekly update  of my activity on the phone. Well,
that was embarrassing the first time I opened it up. And maybe one of the questions we should
ask ourselves is, if God gave you a weekly update as to your time on Instagram versus your
time in Scripture, would you be okay with that? Well, I'm guilty.

God says, "I've got it here for you. All scripture is My Word." All scripture is God breathed. It is
as if a wind storm comes through and inspires all the people who have written it, and they have
no choice but to write what God says. It's not like He dictated it. They write it in their own way.
But all scripture is from God. Therefore, we need to be in it. We need to know it. Because it
says, "The servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."

There may be some of us who are saying, "Well, how do we know all of Scripture is from God?
Are there some parts where you go, "Meh, I don't know about that." That's a whole nother
sermon itself. Come back next week and we'll talk about it.
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We're going to look at, "How do we know Scripture is from God?" Because we need to know
that at the depth of our core. If we're going to live out of the Word of God, we need to know that
the Word of God is from God. And all of it's from God.

Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank You that You have called us to be in this world and yet
not of the world. Lord, in Your prayer before going to the cross, you said, "I have given them
your Word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of this world but that you protect them from the
evil one. They are not of the world even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by truth. Your word,
Lord, is truth. Lord, help us to be at your word. and help us to know your truth. In Jesus' name.
Amen.

Transcribed by: Liza Perry
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