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Good morning. And we continue in our series. In Genesis, a couple of weeks ago, we had
Jacob, who was leaving Laban on his way back to Israel. God had said, “It's time to go back to
the land of Canaan.” And we saw Jacob leave. We saw Jacob stand up to Laban and say, “No,
this is what the Lord told me to do. And so | am going.” And at the end of Genesis 31, it says,
% Early the next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them.
Then he left and returned home.”

And that gets us to Genesis 32, which is a story in which we begin to see the transformation
that has happened in Jacob's life. Jacob all along has been kind of doing things his own way.
And in Genesis 32, there are two significant events that change Jacob drastically. And
everything beyond that happens in a different perspective.

And so we're going to read together Genesis 32. | invite you to follow along and then keep your
Bibles open as we look at this. There's some interesting pieces which are in here, which we'll
explain as we go on. Genesis 32.

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

32 Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 When Jacob saw them, he
said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that place Mahanaim.

3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of
Edom. #He instructed them: “This is what you are to say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob
says, | have been staying with Laban and have remained there till now. ® | have cattle and
donkeys, sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now | am sending this message to my
lord, that | may find favor in your eyes.”

¢ When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now
he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”



”In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups, and the
flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group, the
group that is left may escape.”

® Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lorbp, you who said
to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and | will make you prosper,” | am
unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. | had only my staff
when | crossed this Jordan, but now | have become two camps. "' Save me, | pray, from the
hand of my brother Esau, for | am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with
their children. "> But you have said, ‘| will surely make you prosper and will make your
descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.”

3 He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his brother
Esau: " two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams,
'8 thirty female camels with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys
and ten male donkeys. ' He put them in the care of his servants, each herd by itself, and said to
his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep some space between the herds.”

7 He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you
belong to, and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?’ ® then you
are to say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is
coming behind us.”

9 He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the herds: “You are to
say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. ?° And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is
coming behind us.’”” For he thought, “I will pacify him with these gifts | am sending on ahead;
later, when | see him, perhaps he will receive me.” ?' So Jacob’s gifts went on ahead of him, but
he himself spent the night in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles With God

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 2 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all
his possessions. # So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. %> When
the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his
hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is
daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” ?” The man asked him, “What is
your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. % Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob,
but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” ?°
Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he
blessed him there.



%0 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because | saw God face to face, and yet my life
was spared.” 3" The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of
his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the
hip, because the socket of Jacob'’s hip was touched near the tendon.
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This is the Word of the Lord. Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we come to You, and Lord, we thank You for Your Word. Lord, we pray that You will
speak through it, that we may hear You. And, Lord, that we too, like Jacob, not only call out to
you, but, Lord, that we may be touched by You, that we may live with You always each day of
our lives. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Last week we saw how Jacob traveled from Laban. And if we throw the map up there for just a
moment, he was in Haran, and he came down to Mizpah.
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And then he ends up on the eastern side of the Jordan River. The Jabbok is a river that comes
off of the Jordan in this area which he later called Peniel. And that is where today's story occurs.

And | want to pick on two specific places in this story because they are pieces which show us
the transformation of Jacob. But there are a couple things which, in order to understand it, we
have to know first of all.

It begins in Genesis 32 that says when he left, “The angels of God met him.” He was once
again visited by angels.

You may recall the last time he was visited by angels. The last time he was visited by angels
was at the place Bethel, in which he had the dream just before he left Canaan. And so it is God
who is symbolizing that, “Jacob, this is the land in which you are being surrounded by angels,
and you are protected in this place.” And so he gets that visit.



But then he knows that his brother is coming. And he remembers the last words of his brother.
The last words of his brother are basically, “Just wait until dad dies and then I'll kill you.” And he
hasn't heard from Rebecca or anybody else that his dad has died yet. So he is still thinking,
“Okay, Esau is going to kill me.” Because Rebekah said that if he calms down, “I'll send word for
you.”

And so he is in great fear. And so he sends a gift ahead. And the people come back. And he
says, “Yeah, Esau is coming. And he's coming with 400 men.” That is not a welcome party.
That's an army. And so Jacob is in great fear.

And so what does Jacob do? In Genesis 32:9, it says, “ Then Jacob prayed... “

And there are some significant pieces to this prayer of Jacob. He begins by calling on the name
of the Lord. He begins by saying, ... God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac,

Lorp... , He begins by acknowledging who God is. And if we think about it, when Jesus taught
his disciples to pray, he began with the words, “Our Father.” And Jacob begins in that same way.

But then Jacob speaks back to God's words. He repeats God's words, his promises, his
commands back to him. And he says to him, “ ... you who said to me, ‘Go back to your country
and your relatives, and | will make you prosper....”” Jacob refers back to God His promises in
many ways. That is something that we need to think about often as well. Jacob begins by
saying, “Lord, you said... “and then he goes on.

And when we think about Scripture as Scripture being God's Word, how often do we repeat
God's words back to Him? How often do we say, “Lord, in Scripture, You promise that there will
be (as he gave to Noah) that there will be seasons.You promised, Lord, that You would care for
us. You promised that You would carry us with Your righteous right hand. You promise.”

Do we use God's Word to remind Him of His promises? Not that He would forget them. Maybe
we should say, “Do we use God's Word to remind us of God's promises?”

Now we have to be careful, because in Scripture there are times when God promises something
to someone and that is specific to that person. And you cannot necessarily say, “Well, You
promised so-and-so this. Therefore | will take that personally and call you on it.” But there are
also promises within Scripture in which we know that in the condition that it was given, itis a
similar condition to which we are in.

And we know that the promises that come from God are promises in which it comes from
someone who does not lie. It is a promise that comes from a God who cannot lie, because God
never lies. In Numbers 23:19 (KJV), it says, “'° God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the
sonofman...

But there's a second part to that case. Not only does it come from someone who will not lie,
which we give that term, He is immutable. He does not change. He doesn't change His mind. If
He says He's going to do something, He will do it.



But it's also comforting to know that He is also omnipotent. Not only can He say He will do it, but
He is also able to do it. Our God is able to do more than we can imagine.

Donald Barnhouse says this, “If God has brought us into our present circumstances, He will
bring us out of them. The Lord has often brought His children into trouble, but He has never left
them there.”

In some ways, as | was reading this, | was thinking, “Well, that's a little disturbing that God
brings me into places of trouble.” But then | also realized that it is in those places of trouble
where | really start to depend on God. And that is where | grow.

And if | look at the Old Testament, it is full of stories of God bringing His people into a place
where they have to realize how much they depend on God. So there is that.

But there is also, as Charles Spurgeon says, “He is more willing to keep His promises than we
are to claim them.” Are we really bold enough to say to God, “You said this, and I'm going to
hold you to it.” , especially when we look at the next verse.

Genesis 32:10 says, “'°1 am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your
servant.” Jacob then goes to a confession of unworthiness. He goes to a confession where he
says, “I am not worthy of any of your kindness.” Have you ever thought about that?

| think in our society, that is a challenging statement to all of us. | think most of us think that we
deserve to be treated well, that we deserve the good things we have. “We're good people. We
deserve what we have.”

This past Friday, | was at a funeral, and they played a song by Kristofferson called "Why Me,
Lord?" And the first verse says this: “Why me, Lord? What have | ever done to deserve even
one of the pleasures | have known? Tell me, Lord, what did | ever do that was worth loving you
or the kindness that you've shown?”

We always talk in our society about how people are important and how people are valued, and
they are. But not often do we talk about how, because of our sin, we are unworthy of what God
gives us.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, “Until we truly humble ourselves, forgetting other people and those
who are worse than we are, until we see ourselves as we are in the sight of God, and confess
our sins and commit ourselves in to His Almighty hands, we have no right to look for peace and
happiness.”

Kind of a sobering statement, isn't it, when you think about Jacob? Jacob understood very
clearly when he came before His Lord. He understood very clearly. He said, “God, | am not
worthy of all the things that you have blessed me with. | am unworthy of your kindness.”

But here's a beautiful piece to this, because in our Bibles, it says in Genesis 32:10, “'°/ am
unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant... “



But you know what that word kindness is? It's one of my favorites. Does anybody know what it
is?

It's the word T0n (che.sed), that word that says, “/ am not worthy of your deep, steadfast love to
me, Lord.” That's what this is saying. And this is what we need to acknowledge with God. That
God's love is so deep, even though | am not worthy of receiving it. And | need to just stand in
awe of that for a moment.

| need to stand in awe thinking, “Wow, God loves me so much. Even though | am a sinful person
and I'm not worthy of that.” It shows the extent of God's love to us. And when it shows the extent
of God's love to us, then we can go on as Jacob did.

When he goes on to say that he is afraid in Genesis 32:11, it says, “/" Save me, | pray, from the
hand of my brother Esau, for | am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with
their children.”

We have a God who loves us so much that in those times of desperation, in those times of
immense fear, even though we are not worthy to be in His presence because of Christ's death
on the cross, we can come to Him boldly and say, “Lord, | am scared.”

Bola said at the beginning in one of her songs, that the month of August was tough because she
didn't know what was coming up in the month of August, and she didn't know how it was going
to work. And for many of us, each day gets to this point where we are not sure what is going to
come next.

And we can come before our Lord and say, “Lord, | know | am not worthy, but | know that
because of your great love for me, | can come to You with all of my fear.”

And then notice what Jacob does. He comes back to God with God's words. He comes back to
God's promises and he says at Genesis 32:12, “'2 But you have said, ‘I will surely make you
prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.”

As Matthew Henry says, “The best we can say to God in prayer is what he has said to us.
God's promises... are the firmest ground of our hopes, and furnish us with the best pleas.”

When we come back to God with His words, we come to that place in prayer.

David Powlison, in his devotion says this, “Prayer is honest conversation with the Lord we
need, trust, and love. Prayer is a spiritually needy person's communication with the God who
hears... When you pray, you live with a fundamental humility before God and others. This
humility fits reality—everyday needs can only be met by God himself.”

Jacob shows us as he is there by the river, that he needs to come to the Lord with his everyday
need for himself.



So prayer requires complete surrender. Jacob spent time in prayer. He spent time, as we'll see
in a bit, all night wrestling. Prayer is that place where we come before the Lord and say, “Lord, it
is only You who can do this.”

As Mike mentioned at the beginning of the service, September 11 to 12, we are gathering here
as a church to pray individually, to pray communally. We are gathering because we realize that
everything we do as a church is dependent upon the Lord.

We as a church are not worthy for all the other things to happen. We are dependent on God.
And so if you would like to be part of that, there are schedules out in the back that you can get
where there are times of communal prayer. If you want to come for part of it, if you want to come
for the whole thing, some of us will stay overnight and pray. Because it is that prayer piece,
which is that honest conversation with God.

Prayer requires complete surrender, but it requires it both during the prayer and after the prayer.
Sometimes it's easy for us to say, “You know, during our times of prayer, Lord, | give all of this to
You.” And then we go like Jacob and go, ‘Okay, now that I've finished praying and now God's
going to take care of this, let me send some stuff to Esau just so that he knows that I'm not
going to take anything from him. I've got plenty.”

George Mueller says this: “The most important part of my prayer is the first 15 minutes after |
say, ‘Amen.”” Isn't that the truth? After | spend time in prayer with God, what's my next 15
minutes or my next hour look like? Do | walk in that complete surrender saying, “I have given
this to the Lord,” or do | give it to the Lord and then just pick it right back up again and carry it on
my own?

And it is at this point that we get to the next story where Jacob surrenders everything to God.
And Jacob surrenders everything to God in first of all this prayer, but then in the wrestling.

But we have to understand this. This is not a surrender out of compulsion. This is a surrender
which is the ultimate expression of love for God. This is a surrender in which you understand
God's love for you and you return that love because you realize that in your unworthiness, God
has loved you to such a depth that you cannot do anything else but respond in love for God.
And so we surrender to Him.

And then we go to where Jacob wrestles with a man. It says here that Jacob wrestled with a
man. Later on we see that he's called Israel because of the fact that he saw the face of God. In
commentaries, they have some that say this is God manifesting Himself. Some will say it's
Jesus manifesting Himself. The important thing is that He is wrestling with God.

But you need to notice something. It is not that Jacob went and found the man to wrestle with. It
is that God chose to wrestle with Jacob. God went to meet Jacob.

As James Boice says, “It is God who comes to wrestle Jacob to bring him to a point of both
physical and spiritual submission.”



And doesn't God do that with us as well? Doesn't God come and meet us in those places where
we need to wrestle with Him? Doesn't God come and meet us in that place where He says, “You
need to understand that | am the God of all, and | invite you to trust me and to surrender?” It
comes to a point where we realize that our weaknesses become our strengths. That's where
Jacob was. He was realizing that, “It is in my weakness that | actually become strong.”

And so Jacob asks the man for a blessing before he leaves. And the man gives him a name
change. He goes from Jacob to Israel. Jacob means heel grasper. Israel means may God
strive.

This is a transformation in Jacob's life. Heel grasper is one who strives on his own. He is always
reaching for himself to get better. And now he realizes that his name is no longer striving, but
now he is in the place to be used by God, that God may strive too in his life and lead him on.

The other name change which happens is this word where he calls it Penuel or Peniel, which
means the face of God. Now, unfortunately, the NIV, in Genesis 32:30, says, “° So Jacob
called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because | saw God face to face, and yet my life was
spared.”

And then in Genesis 32:31, it says, “®' The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he
was limping because of his hip.”

%35 (pe.ni.el)

In the NIV, they chose to use the same word. In Hebrew, the second word is actually Penuel.

And you can notice in the Hebrew, notice the slight difference in the third letter. The | becomes a
U. And when the | becomes a U, it becomes an imperative, it becomes a command. And so
instead of saying, “I have seen the face of God,” it now becomes a command that says, “turn to
God.”

And there is something to learn in that. When you have met God and you have seen Him, you
don't walk away. You turn to God. Which means that no matter what circumstance you are in,
you don't walk away from that. But you turn to God.

And we see that God touches Jacob's hip. And because of Jacob's hip, he limps. | don't know if
Jacob walked with a cane, right?



But | want you to think about this for just a moment. Jacob had a permanent reminder every
time he took a step. He understood and remembered his confrontation with God and how God
met him at the Jabbok River. Jacob realized that he was unworthy.

As | was thinking about this week and praying through, it struck me how in our Western society,
we believe that we deserve to have complete health and that if we don't, there's something
wrong.

Let me ask you, do we deserve it any more than those who are in countries where children are
malnourished?

| wear glasses. I've been wearing them since grade four. And there haven't been a lot of days
where | thought, “I'm so glad I got glasses.” You know, especially when you go to the beach and
you're in the water and someone yells at you from the shore, and you're like, “Hi, I've got no
idea who you are because | can't see you.”

But what if | change my mind on this one? And what if | say my glasses are a reminder from
God that | need to see things through His eyes and not my own?

What about those of us who have lung conditions and those times that you run out of breath?
And when you say, “What if?” It is a reminder that every breath | take is a breath from God. And
the Holy Spirit, which is often called the breath of God, needs to dwell within me.



What about those of us who have hearing aids? We know that with a hearing aid, you can be
very selective in your hearing. Just turn it down. You don't hear anybody. But what if it reminds
you every time, “Am [ listening for the Word of God? Am | listening for where God is speaking in
my life?”

What about those of us with a cane or a walker? Am | reminded with each step that it is God
who walks with me and that | don't walk on my own? And that this cane, as some people may
see God is the crutch but in many ways, God is the one who holds us up?

What if we see ourselves in this place where Jacob saw himself? What if we understand that the
weaknesses that we have actually become our strengths?

In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, it says this, “° But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. '° That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then |
am strong.”

When | am fearful, when | am anxious, when | am depressed. Do | take that as a weakness in
which | lean on God? Or do | take it as a weakness in which | lean on it? (the weakness) God
says, “The weaknesses that we have, they are a reminder of how much you need God.” And
they are a reminder of how much God loves you.

Because, to be honest with you, none of us really deserve to be walking around healthy
because of our sin. But it is only through Christ that we have been saved, and we are blessed
with that. And that is not to say that we shouldn't thank God for our health, because we need to.
But how do we look at it? Do we realize that it's a gift from God?

And so Jacob walked with a limp. Jacob's lifestyle changed. Suddenly Jacob couldn't do what
he wanted to do anymore. Suddenly Jacob couldn't run like he used to. But this limp was not
just physical. This limp was spiritual. This change of lifestyle is both physical and spiritual
because it is a way in which we see God working in our lives, and it is a way in which we are
reminded to fully surrender to Him.

And so, as the praise team comes up, | ask you this:

1) Are you willing to fully surrender everything to God, both physical and spiritual? What if God
would take my health this afternoon? Would your response be to run to God? Or would it be to
run away?

2) Are you taking God at His Word? Maybe the question which underlines that one is: Do | know
His Word? Do | know what God says in His Word? Do | have His Word to go back to? Do | have
the Psalms especially? Or other places in the Old Testament where God says, “Here is what |
will do for you.” Do you know them?
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3) Am | willing to see my weaknesses as an opportunity to thank and praise God for His
goodness and mercy?

| gained a whole new perspective on glasses this week, because now I'm just grateful that |
have them, that | can see when | can. And that's a gift from God.

This is an invitation. It's not a surrender out of compulsion. As | said earlier, God is saying, “/
want you to see how much I love You. I invite you to come to me, because | am the one who
can keep My promises, even when you can't.”

Let's pray.

Dear Lord, we thank You that You are the God of all. And, Lord, in those times when we are
touched in ways which are not good for us, Lord, we ask that You will continue to draw us to
You. Or in those times of great pain, or when things don't go well, Lord, remind us that we can
come to You with our fears, our anxieties, our worries, our pains.

And, Lord, that You are there, and that You invite us to be with You. And so, Lord, we ask that
You will help us to surrender all to You. Amen.
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