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Good morning. Let's just join together for a few moments in prayer. 

Oh God, our Father, thank You for Your amazing love for us. Thank You for the price that You 
and Your Son have paid so that we can be Yours. Thank You, Lord Jesus, for sending us the 
Holy Spirit who leads us into truth, who helps us to see You, but also shows us who we are 
without You, and who we are when we come to You. 

We ask You, Holy Spirit, to open Your precious Word to us today. Lead us. Give us hearts to 
listen. Give us hearts to welcome Your gracious work within us. Give us a passion to embrace 
life to the full. Would You please draw all attention to the Father and Son, even as You open 
Your Word to us now. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Our scripture today is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:14-21… 

“14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for 
him who died for them and was raised again. 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God 
made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
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Reconcilers. That's who we are. That's what we're called to be. Reconciliation. In this passage 
that I've just read to you from 2 Corinthians 5 is rich and deep. And this is one of those 
passages that is just loaded. It's a dense passage which is rich and is intended for us to be able 
to live to the full. 

Miracles take place all around us if we have the eyes to see them. Sometimes miracles are just 
kind of hidden. Other times they're public and well known. One of those miracles took place in 
South Africa in 1994/1995 and in the little few years immediately following Africa as a continent 
was coming out of the bondage of colonialism. 

For generation after generation, the people on that continent were abused by European powers. 
And after generation and generation of that great suffering, when the colonial rule ended and 
self rule was restored as it should have always been, there was pent up rage and anger. And it 
was pent up because of all of the abuse, all of the horrors that had taken place in the 
generations before nation after nation, after a colonial power surrendered its control. 

There were massacres that took place, horrors that generated more horrors. And that's the way 
it always works in this broken world, apart from our Lord Jesus. People harm and destroy. 
People do what the enemy tells them to which to steal, kill and to destroy. And it happens over 
and over again and continues to happen all around our world. 

But in South Africa, as the world was watching, as apartheid ended and as self rule was 
restored, everyone was expecting that same kind of massacre to take place. But it didn't. 
Everyone was amazed. How is it possible that when it happened in all the other places, it didn't 
in South Africa? It didn't happen because there was a conscious choice to be reconciled, a 
conscious choice to forgive. 

Nelson Mandela, after 30 some years in prison, when he finally was released, was asked, “How 
could you go back to your oppressors and forgive them?” He said, “I knew that if I didn't forgive, 
even though I was out of prison, I would still be in prison. It was only through forgiveness that 
freedom could be found.” 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu headed up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. And while 
there had been Truth and Reconciliation Commissions in other countries where dictatorships 
had come down, where there had been severe abuse, the one in South Africa was based on 
scripture. Desmond Tutu headed it up. It had four principles to it. 

The first was confession and repentance. It was based on those who were the oppressors 
being willing to fully confess what they had done. And in fully confessing, asking forgiveness, 
then it was based on grace and forgiveness, recognizing that was what was necessary to 
heal. 
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To that was added restorative justice. And to that was added the understanding that all 
people are created by God and in the image of God. And so even the oppressors still have 
some worth and need to be respected, given the chance to repent, given the chance to be 
restored to where life could be found. 

And that brings us to us this morning because we have been given a ministry of reconciliation. 
I've preached on this passage a couple of times before here at Living Hope and I'm preaching 
on it today in part because of the Good News Festival, but much more because of the fact that 
we live in a broken, hurting world and we need to follow the same things that our God has done 
for us to extend it to others. 

So first of all, I want us to consider what God has done for us, what God has given to us by His 
mercy and grace, which is found in this passage.  

1.​ God's love and provision.  

It has some different aspects to it. He reaches out to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. “Jesus 
has died for everyone,” Paul says in this passage. 

❖​ Jesus Christ died for all. (2 Corinthians 5:15) 
❖​ When we put our trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, we become new creation people.” (2 

Corinthians 5:17) 
❖​ We're reconciled to God and made members of God's family. (2 Corinthians 5:18)  
❖​ Jesus took our sin, my sin, and carried it on Himself. Jesus took the wrong that I did, the 

wrong still that I will do, and carries it on Himself. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
❖​ But not only does He do that, but He gives us His perfect righteousness to be our own. 

(2 Corinthians 5:21) 

We read that in Matthew 5:28. “So if you want to belong to God, here's what you do. Be perfect, 
just like your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

And of course, none of us are going to make it, but Jesus does it for us. Jesus has fulfilled every 
standard of righteousness with His good, perfect life. Jesus doesn't only pay for our sin, it gets 
us back to zero. But He gives us His perfect righteousness to be our own and accounts for us 
even though we don't deserve it. 

So there's mercy. He doesn't deal with us as we deserve. There's grace. He gives us what we 
can't earn for ourselves and it counts for us because it's His. That's what God does for us. 
That's what He provides. 

And so with that, we become 

2.​ A new creation.  
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We become brand new people from the inside out.  

John 3 calls it being born from above or born a second time.  

❖​ The old has gone (2 Corinthians 5:17) - Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:11 

It is not an improvement project.  

❖​ The completely new has come - this is not a renovation (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

It's not taking things that are broken and fixing them. Instead, it is something brand new. We 
become a brand new creation from the inside out by the work of God our Savior. This is God's 
plan to save a broken, hurting world. It is not to sweep in and make everything all right, all 
better. 

Because we're His people. We're made by Him. We belong to Him. And He makes people new 
from the inside out, one person at a time. But it is for every person to come and be set free in 
what He has done. 

We become a brand new creation.  

3.​ A New Purpose 

a) God’s Purpose 

And so with that we have a whole new purpose. That purpose is to walk with Him. In that whole 
new purpose, well, we're made brand new. Our sins paid for. The stuff that killed us and 
destroyed the people around us is removed and we become a brand new creation to walk with 
Him. 

But not a brand new creation just so we can sort of sit around and be brand new. It's a brand 
new one because He has a purpose for us.  

❖​ Always working in people. 

Rick Warren says, “There are only two things that you can do on earth that you can't do in 
heaven. One of them is sin and the other is to help lead someone to new life in Christ.” He says, 
“So which one do you think God left us here to do?” 

Anybody got an idea? 

He left us here because He set us free, but He wants us to walk with Him. In this new purpose 
that God gives us, we have great responsibility, but we don't do it alone. We do it with God. And 
God is doing some important work all the time.  
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So the first one we read about in John 5, our Father is always at work to this very moment. And 
that work extends to the people all around us, just like it does to us. People might not respond to 
the work He's doing, but He is doing it. He's good, He's faithful, He cares for every one of us 
more than we've ever thought possible. So we're doing this important task, but not alone. We do 
it with God. 

❖​ He convicts people of sin, righteousness and coming judgment. That's a role of the Holy 
Spirit. We read about that in John 16.  

In my own life, I knew I needed Jesus as my Lord and Savior just as a child of 10 years old. But 
I'd heard that message several times before I responded to it. It was information that was in my 
heart but whenever I actually thought about letting Jesus rule in my life, I would resist it. The 
only reason that I started to respond to it was first of all, the Holy Spirit was helping me to see 
the selfishness in me, which at 10 years old was extreme. And He was also helping me to see 
not only the love of the Father and the Son for me, but also the gift of the Father and the Son for 
me. The Holy Spirit helped me to see that. 

And then more, when I knew that I couldn't help myself, He helped me to ask God for His mercy. 
He helped me so that I actually said, “Lord, I need you. I need a new heart. Forgive me for my 
sin. Make me new.” And He did that work. When He did it, immediately I knew the change had 
taken place within me. 

❖​ He provides the payment for sin and the righteousness of Jesus as His own.  

That's the Father's work.  

❖​ He does that new birth that's in us. He refines us. He shapes us. He empowers us as His 
people.  

So when I become a new creation, when that old is gone and the new has come, yes, I have a 
new heart. But much more than that. I have the Lord God Himself taking residence right inside 
of me. I become a new creation. And I am me. I am myself. I was Glenn before I got saved, 
though not the Glenn I was supposed to be. And then I became Glenn that God has created me 
to be. 

When He came and put a new heart in me, when He took residence within my life and actually 
started living there, which He does always. Now, there are parts that I have to do, too, in this 
process of becoming a reconciler, of joining God in the work He's done.  

3. A New Purpose 

b) Our Part 

Because by His work, I have been reconciled to God.  

❖​ Be reconciled, receive His work for us. 
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It tells us in Romans 4 & 5 that I used to be an enemy of God before I ever came to Him. In 
fact, while I existed, I actually was separate from God. And being separate from God is what 
death is. It is death here, and now it is death forever. 

Scripture tells us in John 5:24 that when we put our faith in Christ, we cross over from death to 
life because death is where we are without Him. And when we come to live with Him, life is a 
relationship with Him. So I crossed over from that place of being aware, of being a person, 
being made by God, but separate from Him. And I entered into a relationship with Him. I was 
reconciled to him, meaning I was His enemy but now I'm His friend. And more, I'm His family. 
I've been adopted by God. I've been birthed by God. I belong to Him. And I am His now and 
forever. He's my Father.  

We pray the Lord's Prayer together. Our Father who is in heaven. We say Father, because He is 
our Father when we come to him through Jesus Christ our Lord. And so I'm reconciled. I now 
walk with Him. He's not my enemy. He never was. But now I live in a relationship with Him. He's 
always been for me, but now I start to accept that and welcome it. 

❖​ Welcome His refining. 

So my part in being a reconciler is to know that I belong to Him and welcome His work of 
refining me and shaping me. Sometimes that's hard. Any of you, all of you who've gone through 
the process of walking with God and are still in the process, you know, there are hard things in 
it. In part because there's a lot of selfishness to get rid of, in part because the things that I want 
to do, don't actually lead to life. The things He wants me to do let me live life to the full, and yet I 
kick and scream in the whole process of not wanting to change my selfishness. 

I love ice cream, and ice cream isn't sinful, but sometimes it's not healthy. And there are all 
kinds of things that aren't sinful necessarily, but definitely aren't healthy. And He wants to refine 
me. He wants me to become free and whole and alive. Yes, I still get to eat ice cream, but it 
can't rule my life. I get to join Him and to live in the freedom that He gives. 

And so I cooperate. The Holy Spirit lives in me and He talks to me. And in talking to me, He 
reminds me of things. “Glenn, that's not a good idea. Don't do that. Glenn, let go of that. Don't 
cling to it. Trust me. You can count on me when I invite you into freedom. It's real freedom. It's 
not something that will deprive you. It's something that will make you rich and full. So embrace 
it.” I have to cooperate with that if I want to be a reconciler. 

❖​ In the Power of the Holy Spirit, offer reconciliation/be an ambassador. 

In the power of the Holy Spirit, we join God in what He does. We become reconcilers because 
we are reconciled to Him. But then what does that mean for how we live with each other when 
we become reconcilers? We've been given by God the privilege of joining Him in seeing people 
restored. We have the privilege of being people who bring healing where we are now. 

❖​ Love people the way God loves us. 
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And it's kind of weird because we don't fix anything, but it's wonderful because we bring God's 
presence with us. It's wonderful because where there would be bitterness and division and 
hatred amongst people, we can step into a situation and feel the pain of it and the struggle of it 
and find it hard ourselves and yet bring His presence with us so that healing starts to come. 

We learn to love people the way that God loves us.  

❖​ Cross divides 

Have you ever thought about the way that God loves us? Do you ever stop and reflect on what 
that's like? He made us. He doesn't owe us anything. He made us. When we turned our backs 
on Him, He didn't abandon us.  

As Pastor John has been going through Genesis and Adam and Eve, they turned away from 
being God centered to self centered. He still seeks them out. He still pursues them because He 
wants them to live. And they can only live if they're in a relationship with Him. 

He wants us to love people like that when people hurt us. That song Nigel just led us in, that 
was a hard song to sing because it's wonderful, because it goes against our selfishness and 
invites us to live a life of freedom and wonder. And there's a cost to it, but it's a cost that if we 
pay it and we love Him, we will never regret it. 

❖​ Now that we see Jesus, see people as precious. 

He wants us to love people the way He loves us. Jesus puts it up another level, too. It mentions 
it in John 13:34-35. He says, 34 “Love one another. As I have loved you… 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

So Jesus loves us fully, sacrificially. He gives everything. He gives His life for us. And He wants 
us to learn how to live like that, too. 

To learn to trust our Father, to pay attention to what He's doing, to live in the power of the Spirit, 
and to choose to love people just like Jesus loves us. And He's telling us this is not strange. 
He's telling us this is not the end. He’s not saying, “You're toast, nothing left.” He's telling us this 
is what real life looks like. It's what He wants us to experience. 

So we love like God loves us, and then we cross divides.  

There are gaps. The divide, well, it just depends on what it's where you are, where you live and 
what your relationships are like. But there are gaps and there are divides. “I've got my turf. I 
have my rights. You've offended them. It's your fault. So I'm going to stay on my side and I'm not 
going to have anything to do with you.” 

The divide might be a property line, or it might be just across the street. But the willingness to 
cross that divide, to swallow my pride, to know that my rights have been given up when I come 
to Jesus and give Him my life. But He guards me, He's the one that cares for me.  
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He's my defender. He's the one that sees to it that justice is done. It's not something I go out 
and get from myself unless the Holy Spirit tells me it's time to do that. We cross divides. 

How hard it is sometimes for us to forgive, especially when we've been wronged. But sometimes 
it's even hard for us to forgive when we've done wrong and we know we want to keep it hidden. 
That's what truth and reconciliation is all about. What's in Christ. 

It amazes me, distresses me, and sometimes it is me to see how people can have a division 
between them. Where family members don't talk to each other anymore, where someone who 
was a close friend, something happened, something blew up years ago. “That's it, we're done. 
Not your friend anymore.” So often it happens, you remember what happened. But after a while 
you start to think to yourself, “It really wasn't that serious, was it?” 

We all have that. If we're going to join God in being reconcilers, we need to cross the divides.  

There's another part to this that's also in this passage that's there so strongly. Paul starts it off 
by saying in 2 Corinthians 5:14 [paraphrase], “Christ's love compels me. I've gotten it. I 
understand the love of Jesus. I understand what He's done for me. And it's in me. And it burns. 
It's wonderful, it drives me, it stirs me to see people and to care for them.”  

He says in 2 Corinthians 5:16, “16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” 

❖​ Don’t condemn. Don’t judge. 

What's he saying in that? Well, step back and go at it backwards. 

We once thought Jesus was an ordinary person. When we got to know Him, we realized, “Okay, 
so He's not exactly an ordinary person. He's holy, He's a prophet, He's great, He's good.” But 
His disciples lived with Him for close to three years and were constantly learning that He was 
better than they thought He was. 

They didn't get it. They understood, slowly but surely, “He's the Messiah.” Slowly but surely, 
“He's the Son of God.” But they still didn't get it. It wasn't until Jesus died on the cross and then 
defeated death and rose again, it wasn't until they saw the resurrected Christ and then received 
the Holy Spirit and had their own hearts made new that they got it. They realized Jesus is 
everything.  

“He's God, He's Lord. We used to think He was a person just like the rest of us. And He is a 
person like the rest of us, but without sin. And He is a person like the rest of us, but he's also 
fully God. But other than that, He's like the rest of us.” 

When we realized, “That's who Jesus is. We thought He was an ordinary person,” that changes 
how we see each other. We can no longer see each other just as ordinary people, because 
we're not. We can no longer see each other as ordinary because Jesus died for me and for you 
and for the whole world. 
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And if Jesus, our Creator, our sustainer, the one who holds us together moment by moment, is 
willing to pay that price for us, what does that tell us about ourselves? Who are we? In God's 
eyes? We are worth everything. We are everything to God. He loves us. Oh, how He loves us. 
We're so important to Him. Precious beyond measure. We can't begin to understand how much 
He loves us. 

He tells us in Ephesians 3 that we need the help of the Holy Spirit to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ for us. 

And that if you go on reading it, how He intends for us to share in what it means to be Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. He gives it to us. He invites us into His family. We belong to Him when we 
put our faith and trust in Jesus. 

So we once regarded Jesus in the wrong way, but now we see Him. And so we can no longer 
see each other in the wrong way.  

CS Lewis said, “There are no ordinary people. You have never spoken to a mere mortal.” 

Once we start to realize that, once we start to realize how important people are, we can't deal 
with them in the same way. We can't see them as the problem. We can't see them as people, 
“Well, what's wrong with them?” So with that, we're invited not to condemn people.  

One of God's responsibilities that I zipped over earlier is to convict. God's the one who talks in a 
person's heart. 

God's the one who draws them. We have a tendency to condemn. That tendency is often not 
intentional. It's just kind of instinctive. You go in downtown Peterborough, you go along the 
streets, you see people who are using the zombie drug. You see them bent over, shaped in 
shapes that aren't natural for a body because of the drug that they're taking. It's kind of 
instinctive to go like, “Man, what's wrong with them?” 

You see people who don't take care of their yard, weeds everywhere. And, “What's wrong with 
them?” We see people who are being unkind to others. “What's wrong with them? I wouldn't do 
that.” That's condemning. 

It's not our job to condemn. It's our job to remember where we came from. It's our job to 
remember what God has done for us. It's our job to remember who the people are and to extend 
global grace to them, to ask God's forgiveness. Jesus says, “Don't judge other people. For by 
the standard with which you judge, yourself will be judged.” If the standard you're using to look 
at your neighbors is that standard, then we're in trouble. 

So cross divides. Know how precious the people are and don't condemn them.  

Now, there's a balance to this, and the balance is that sin kills. But still, it's not our job to judge. 
It's our job to love. It's our job to share. It's our job to extend mercy like we ourselves have 
received mercy. 
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Jesus models this for us. He does it in John 8:1-11 when the woman who's caught in adultery. 
Jesus says, “So let the one who is without sin cast the first stone.” One by one, the people who 
have brought her for judgment drop the stones and leave and then Jesus says, “So where are 
your accusers?” Nobody there. He says, “Well, I don't condemn you either. Go and sin no 
more.” 

That passage is one of the disputed passages in Scripture that may not have been there 
originally, as John was writing, but as you compare it with everything else that Jesus did, for 
instance, His encounter with the woman at the well is the same kind of thing. Jesus invites her 
to life. He doesn't hide the wrong that she's done, but He invites her to life. And that's what we're 
to do. 

❖​ Ask questions and listen to people. 

We are to invite people to life, ask questions of people, listen to them, talk to people, recognize 
who they are, get to know them, ask them about their story, ask them what's important to them 
in life, ask them about things they've learned, and listen. And then as they tell you about their 
story, talk to them, interact with them, and then tell them what God has done for you and invite 
them to be reconciled. 

❖​ Tell what God has done for you and invite them to be reconciled. 

God has given us a ministry of reconciliation. We're not the reconcilers. It's God who reconciles. 
We're the people who have been reconciled. And we simply tell about what we've experienced, 
about the peace of knowing Jesus, about the joy of walking with Him and knowing who we are, 
who made us, how we're to live, what we're called to do. We join God in being ministers of 
reconciliation, and God does the reconciling. 

I have a little challenge for you. The challenge is to cross a divide or just to talk to somebody 
you don't know, look for God's image in them. Even though people don't know Jesus, they've 
still been created by God. And even though the image isn't the way it's supposed to work at this 
point, because they don't know God in person, they still show evidence of His presence and 
things that they do. 

I want you to catch people doing something good. “Ha. Gotcha. I saw you do something good.” I 
want you to take the time just to see. When you see somebody who's showing an act of 
kindness, stop and say, “I saw you do that. Oh, that's good.” Somebody's using a gift that God 
has given them. Painting, building, helping, thank them for it. People doing something 
thoughtful, tell them you saw it and say thank you for it changes a person's heart. 

When you start to do that, when you start to watch for the good things that are going on, 
miracles take place all the time. If you have the eyes to see them, you might mention to them 
that what they just did makes God's heart glad, encourage them and make it kind of a game this 
week. See if you can do it for somebody today. 
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There actually are a whole bunch of people all around you that you could actually stop and say, 
“I noticed what you did. Thank you for doing it. Thank you for being a representative of health 
and goodness.” And of God, in our cases. See if you can do it for at least one person every day 
this week. That's how you start to become a partner with God in reconciliation. 

Then as you do it, look to see what God opens up. A miracle took place in South Africa. Now, 
South Africa still has its struggles, it still has its problems. There's still racial issues, there's still 
struggle. But what took place there was miraculous. What's going to take place in Peterborough, 
if we choose to walk with God and be ministers of reconciliation will be miraculous. 

Regarding the Good News Festival, we're going to see some miracles in that Good News 
Festival.  

 

We're going to see people from different traditions who actually are choosing to set aside 
differences to come together. Most people think of unity as finding the smallest, the lowest 
common denominator and getting along. Unity in Christ is finding the highest common 
denominator, choosing to celebrate our Lord and doing it together. And that's what we're called 
to do. But you're going to meet people throughout your week.  

Next week, when we get to Del Crary park to worship on Sunday morning as we take part in the 
Good News Festival and then the rest of your life after that. If you start to practice recognizing 
who you are in Christ, what you've been given, that you are joining God and being reconcilers, 
miracles will take place within our city. 

Let's pray together. Father, thank You for Your love for us. Thank You that You don't deal with us 
out of what we deserve. You deal with us out of Your character, out of Your mercy and grace, 
that You are the Lord of all, that You love more than we've ever imagined possible. 

We ask for Your help so that we live in the wholeness You've given us in Jesus Christ. We ask 
for Your help so that we go against the natural grain of our selfishness and start to see people 
for who they really are instead of what our offenses say they are. 

11 



We ask for Your help, Holy Spirit, so that with Your strength alone way beyond us, we love 
people the way You love us. Help us for Your glory, but also for life for people. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
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