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We're going to do something a little different this morning. Rather than going up on stage, I'm
going to stand down here, because I want to talk to these guys (the Cadets.) And I'm just going
to invite the rest of you to join in our conversation. So, this morning, we're going to have a chat. I
would sit down but then nobody could see me except you guys (the Cadets).

So this morning, we already heard from the Cadets about their verse from Joshua 3:5, and we
just sang about an amazing God who is indescribable. So if we would ask the Cadets, “Can you
describe how big the universe is,” do we know? Very big, that would be a good answer. Right? I
mean, we don't know. Science is discovering every day how big the universe is. And we have a
God who is bigger than that. So if you think about that, you're thinking, "Whoa, why would God
care about me if He's so big?"

I mean, imagine if you were standing alone in this church. Is there a lot of room beside you?
Yeah, there'd be quite a bit in here. Right? Now imagine if you're standing alone in
Peterborough and you're the only one here. Or if you're the only one in all of Ontario. Or if you're
the only one in all the world. Boy, we'd be lonely, wouldn't we? But imagine how big that would
be, right? So today I want to talk about how big God is. But more importantly, I want to talk
about how much God cares for you and how we can see God in amazing ways, every day.

We're going to go to Joshua. Now, up on the screen, there was Joshua 3:5, but I want to read
Joshua 3:1-9. So I invite you to take out your Bibles and turn with me to Joshua 3:1-9.

Joshua 3:1-9

3 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan,
where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went throughout the
camp, 3 giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your
God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4
Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a
distance of about two thousand cubits between you and the ark; do not go near it.”



5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things
among you.” 6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead
of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 7 And the Lord said to Joshua,
“Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I
was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge
of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here
and listen to the words of the Lord your God.

This is the Word of the Lord. Join me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank You for who You are. Lord,
we thank You for Your Word. Lord, we thank you for the Cadets. We thank You for each of us.
We thank You, Lord, that You are amazing and that you continue to do amazing things among
us. Lord, as we listen to Your Word, will You open our ears and our hearts to know You, and to
hear You, and to understand Your great love for us? Lord, we love You because You first loved
us. In Jesus' name. Amen.

So does anybody know what happens for the 40 years before this story in Joshua? Where are
the Israelites? Do you know? In the desert. They are camping out in the desert. How many of
you have gone camping? Okay, camping is fun. Would you like to camp for 40 years? That'd be
a little bit long. Maybe some of us would. Right?

So they had to camp for 40 years. God said, "We're going to bring you to this new land. And so
I'm going to tell you where to go." So they move and they go, "Oh yeah, we have to camp for
three more days." And they are camping for three more days. But then Joshua says, "When you
see the Ark of the Covenant, follow it."

So what's this Ark? It's a box that holds the 10 commandments - the box that holds the Word of
God so that people knew, "Here's what God wants us to know." It's in this box. We can follow it
and we know where it is. So he says, "You've got to follow that." Then he says, "But don't get
too close. The Ark has to stay 2,000 cubits away." That is quite a bit of distance. Actually, if you
go from here back to the corner of Ashburnham where Tim Hortons is, that's about how far it
would be. That's a long way, isn't it?

Why do you think they had to be that far away? Do you know how many people were around? If
you take all the people in this church right now and you multiply that by a big number, then you
get all the people that were in Israel. So part of it had to be far away because otherwise, if it was
really close to you, the rest of the people couldn't even see it. So it had to be far away.

But part of it also was because it was Holy. People were told, "You cannot touch it." So they had
to say, "Keep it far away so that nobody even comes close to touching it."

Then we get to our verse, Joshua 3:5 where it says, "Consecrate yourself." Well, there's a big
word. Now, do you know the Cadet code? What is the Cadet code? What word is in there?
Consecrated. So since the Cadet code says, "You have to be consecrated," do you know what
that means? Or is that one of these words that, when you become a Cadet - and I can even ask
those who were Cadets - how many of you knew what it meant to be consecrated?



How many of you, when you were a Cadet said, "concentrated" instead of "consecrated?" That's
one of those big words that they throw in the Cadet code and I'm going, "Really? How many
people at that age know what consecrated means?"

Maybe I'll ask this one. How many people older than Cadets know what consecrated means?
Right? It says, "consecrate yourself" because tomorrow the Lord is going to do good things.
"Amazing things," he says. Let me tell you what “consecrate” means. It means that you choose
to set yourself apart, to do what God wants you to do. That's what it means to be consecrated. It
means that I am going to choose to, rather than just do what I want to do all the time, do what
God wants me to do.

Notice it says, "Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow." Back at the time of the Israelites,
consecration was a whole big long ceremony. How many of you have had a bath or a shower in
the last week? Well, we'll give you that one. Right? Maybe you didn't shower this morning, but in
the last week. I mean, part of it is that we think of ourselves and we go, "Okay, I've got to stay
clean." Right?

How many of you have ever been to some important event? Yeah, some of us. How many of
you have ever been to a sporting event? Okay, so most of us. Good. When you go to a sporting
event or to an important event, what do you do before you go. Or if you're getting ready to play a
sport. What do you have to do? You’ve got to get ready. Right? If you're going to go play hockey,
you're going to make sure you put on all your hockey equipment. Right? You're not going to go,
"Okay, let's see... bathing suit, flip flops, and baseball glove. That ought to take care of it."
Right? You can't do that.

So God says that when you consecrate yourself, you need to prepare yourself so that you are
ready to see what God is going to do. In the Old Testament, that preparation time took about a
day to do. I remember when I was teaching high school back in California. We would have a
junior/senior banquet which was a big deal. At noon, most of the students would leave school.
Why? To get ready for the night. They would go to the hairdresser. They would get their nails
done. They would make sure they had time to get dressed. Right? It was a big thing.

Now, when God says to consecrate yourself, it's not just a little thing. You've got to prepare your
heart to see what God is doing. Let me give you an idea. Afterwards, we're going to do Kub
Kars. This isn't exactly what you got but this is kind of like what you got at the beginning.



You’ve got a block of wood and you had to work at this to make a Kub Kar. Right? Have any of
you heard of the guy named Thomas Aquinas? Thomas Aquinas says this, "Three things are
necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to believe; to know what he ought to
desire; and to know what he ought to do.”

When you make a Kub Kar, you first of all need to know, “What are you going to do?” Right?
What's the Kub Kar going to look like? Then it's a matter of, "Okay, I think I can make this. So
now I'm going to make it, desire to do it and cut it all out.” Afterwards, we'll get to see how fast
they go. But when you get the block of wood, you realize you've got to do something, don't you?
That's kind of like consecrating ourselves... we've got to do something with what we have, to get
ourselves ready for God.

Then it says that God's going to do amazing things. What was the amazing thing that God did
the day after? Do you know? The day afterwards, they went and they took the Ark. And the guys
walked into the water, and the water split, and everybody walked through. Could you imagine?

Let's just think about this for a minute. Could you imagine if, at the edge of the Otonabee River,
God said, "Okay, we're going to walk in here and the people carrying the Ark - the box that has
God's law in it - they step into the river, all of a sudden the river splits and it's completely dry
land. You could walk all the way across on the bottom of the river. That'd be kind of cool,
wouldn't it? Right? That would be an amazing thing, wouldn't it? That would be something where
you go, “Wow. That's not something you see every day.”

But do you know there's a lot of amazing things that God does? For example, we have snow so
you can make a snowman this afternoon. You can send me a picture of you and your snowman.
Right? That goes for the rest of you too (pointing to the congregation) by the way. We could use
a few more snowman pictures. But did you know that each snowflake is different? They are all
shaped differently. Today was kind of a wet snow in the beginning, but sometimes when it's a
really big fluffy snow and you see the really big snowflakes, then you can see all the shapes of
it. Right?

So God does amazing things every day. Part of how we consecrate ourselves is to change how
we look at things. It's to say, "Okay, what is God doing, and how is God doing something?" And,
"Wow, this is an amazing creation that we can celebrate." Sometimes we go, "Wow, that's
amazing. Other times though, it's a little bit more like this...



I apologize to all dentists. How many of you have been to the dentist? Hopefully all of us. How
many of you have had cavities? Yeah, we have, right? I went last week and got a new
toothbrush. You can take your toothbrush. You can brush, you can floss, and you can do all
these things. But right before you go to the dentist, how many of you brush a couple of extra
times before you go to the dentist, pull out the baking soda and you brush a little bit more?
Right?

We make sure they're really clean beforehand and then we go there and we have a cavity.
We're thinking, "Now I've got to go back and get my cavity filled." Did you know that having your
cavity filled is an amazing thing? If it's not filled, it just gets worse. Right? So the dentist has to
go in there and clean it all out. And the dentist has to get all the extra dirt and all the stuff that's
not good in there, then he fills it up again. And your tooth is like new. Your cavity is gone.

People are kind of that way too. We have parts in us that need to be fixed all the time. That's
what Jesus does. Right? Jesus comes in. Some of the things that God does that's amazing is
He takes out the holes in our teeth, the holes and the bad stuff within our body, and fills it with
His love so that we can become more like Him. So that's part of it, right?

Part of consecrated people is going to God and saying, "How do I need to be healed? What
needs to be done?" So sometimes in our lives, things are really cool and they're amazing. Like
when we go sledding. The bigger the hill, the better. But even when you go sledding, you've got
to walk back up again. Sometimes it's a little bit harder work. But sometimes when we go
sledding, we get hurt. And then you've got to live with that for a little bit. But you heal and even
during that peace, God is with us.

So when we talk about an amazing God, we talk about one who is big enough to create the
entire universe but one who also is interested in you. If you were the only person in the world,
God would say, "I want to be with you and I want you to be with me." Psalm 16:11 says, "You
make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal
pleasures at your right hand." A different translation says in CJB, "You make me know the path
of life; in your presence is unbounded joy..." So God is not only doing amazing things, but we
can have unbounded joy with Him. And, "... in your right hand eternal delight," or as another
version says KJB, "at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."

We can be with God and see God's amazing things always. But how do we do that? Let's go
back to Joshua. Joshua 3:9 says this, "Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to
the words of the Lord your God." They had the Ark of the Covenant. And that was far away. And
so for them to hear the Word of God, they would have to go to Joshua. We have the Word of
God right here in our Bible. God says, "Come here and hear the Word of God. The Word of God
will teach you how to live."



Now, when I was a Cadet, one of the first badges I did as a Cadet was my knot tying badge. Do
any of you have your knot tying badge? Okay, here we go. I'm gonna teach you how to do a
square knot really quickly. Okay, you've got two strands. Right? If you hold them up straight,
okay.

You take the right one and you put it over top of your left one. Good. And then you twist it all the
way around till it's back up top again. So it looks like this. You take the left one and you put it
over top of the right one and you put it through the loop and it looks like this.

Some of us will practice more on this. But here's what I want you to remember. When you
consecrate yourself and you go with God, God also goes with you, and you will be able to see
the amazing things that God does in your life. But how do you do it? You need to listen to His
Word. Right? You need to be in the wild. If I would have just told you without giving you any
instructions... okay, make a square knot... some of you would have been able to do it but we
need to listen to what God says. So listen to the Word of God. And when you do, you end up
being connected to God.

Consecrate yourselves. Now, it takes time to consecrate yourself. But the other thing is,
sometimes we have to wait before we see the amazing things that God does. God does
amazing things around us all the time. He is always working around us. But sometimes we don't
see it right away.

People had to consecrate themselves one day and they had to wait till tomorrow. But then they
couldn't just wait. They had to do something. They had to follow the Ark. And that's where we
are too. We're at a place where we set ourselves apart for God. And then we're going to do what
we need to do. Just like when we made the Kub Kar. We knew what we wanted and then we
had to make it up.



Join with me in prayer. Dear Lord, we thank You that You love us so very much. Lord, we thank
You that You are so amazing. We thank You, Lord, for your gift of your Son, that we don't have
to be far away from your Word, but we can have Your Word with us each day. Lord, thank You
that You want us to connect with You. That we may be tied to You and that You may be our
strength. Lord, I pray for each of these Cadets. I ask Lord that you will be their God and that You
will give them the courage to walk with You, and that You will show them Your amazing love,
and the amazing things that You do each day. Give them eyes to see it. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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